
Dear Parents, 
  
As we finish out the 2015-2016 school year, we often look back, reflecting on the memories 
of the past year and celebrating the growth our children have shown.  Our fifth graders are 
excited to move on to sixth grade and explore all that middle school can offer them.  We 
have prepared them well, and I know that you will continue to support them as they move 
on through their education.  We love to hear how they are progressing, so keep in touch 
and visit every now and again!   
 Where are those scared, timid Kindergarten students that walked through our doors in Au-
gust?  They’ve turned into capable readers and writers that are ready for first grade! They 
have grown so much!  Parents, make sure that you treasure these times with your chil-
dren.  They go so fast. 
 As parents, we also tend to look ahead, wondering about changes that will be made and 
new policies and procedures that will be in place.  With that in mind I would like to make 
you aware of a few changes that we know are going to happen at Madison Place.   
 It is with personal regret but warm wishes that I share with you that the following staff 
members will not be with us for the 2016-2017 school year.   
Carrie Wozniak: Carrie has taught 1st and 2nd grade with us for the past several years.  Car-
rie and her husband welcomed their first baby into their family this past January.  As a re-
sult Carrie has made the decision that she will be a full-time mom this next year in order to 
care for her new baby.  We celebrate this opportunity for Carrie but will miss her in a signifi-
cant way. 
Megan Smith:  Megan has taught our preschool class for the past several years.  She and 
her husband recently made the decision that Megan will also be a full-time mom this next 
year. While we are sad Megan will not be with our preschoolers this next year, we cele-
brate with Megan that she will be able to give so much more focus to her own family.   
Jamie Strodtman:  Jamie has served as our school counselor for the past nine years.  Re-
cently Jamie accepted the opportunity serve in this same position at Blackbob Elementary 
here in Olathe.  Jamie has served our students and school community well and while she 
will be greatly missed, we congratulate her on this new opportunity. 
Jennifer Magnuson:  Jennifer has served as our computer learning associate for the past 
several years and has been an incredible asset to our students, staff and community.  She 
recently accepted the opportunity to serve in a position outside of our district that will allow 
her to utilize the technology skills she possesses in a whole new way.  We thank Jennifer 
for all she has done to improve our school and support our students and wish her the very 
best. 
While there is certain to be even more changes before we come back together in August, I 
wanted to make you aware of these about which we already know. 
I would also like to share my appreciation for respecting our new security measures as well 
as our traffic and parent pick-up/drop-off policies.  Your continued support next year will be 
greatly appreciated.   
We need to acknowledge the Madison Place staff for their sincere dedication and commit-
ment that they demonstrate towards all of the students.  They truly are a special group of 
educators! 
Finally, I want to say thank you to each of you for another wonderful year.  It is one of the 
greatest joys of my life to get to serve as the principal to your children.  While there are 
many aspects of the job that I enjoy, it’s the relationships I get to have with our students, 
their parents and our staff who cause that to be the case.  Thank you!   
I hope you have fun, safe and relaxing summer.   
 Gary 

 
The Olathe Public  
Library is your place 
for summer fun!    
 

On Your Mark, Get Set, 
Read!  Looking for great, 
free activities this sum-
mer? Check out the public 
library! Join the summer 
reading club (there’s a 
club for all ages). Register 
for sports related pro-
grams, including yoga, life-
size games, LEGO lock-in, 
and more! There will be a 
dance party and a yo-yo 
program, too. Drop-in pro-
grams include Find Fido 
on Friday, Family Chess 
Nights, international 
games, and free movies 
on Monday afternoons. 
For all the details, visit 
www.olathelibrary.org/kids.  
 

 

http://www.olathelibrary.org/kids


Meet Mrs. Stapf 

How Well Do You Know 

the Madison Place 

Staff? 
 

 

1. This staff member is VERY ac-

cident prone having been in-

volved in 7 traffic accidents and 

drove a tractor through the side 

of their grandpa’s barn when 

they were 6 years old.  

 

2. Which staff member has a gold 

tooth? 

 

3. Kansas is the fifth state that this 

staff member has called home. 

 

4. This staff member enjoys knee-

boarding and fishing. 

 

5. Which of our staff members 

does not like chocolate? 

 

6. One of our staff members has 

lake family that calls her Little 

Red Bird. 

 

7. Which staff member has trav-

eled to Las Vegas at least 10 

times to visit their sweetheart? 

 

 

1. Dr. Stevenson 2. Mrs. Miller  
3. Mrs. Stapf 4. Mrs. Sandstrom  
5. Mrs. Freeman 6. Mrs. Holcomb 
7. Mrs. Casson 

Please help us welcome  
Mrs. Stapf to the front office! 

 

My name is Christy Stapf. My family 
moved to Olathe from Baltimore, 
Maryland 7 years ago. I was a stay-
at-home mom for about 10 years, 
and re-entered the work force sever-
al years ago. I now find myself at 
Madison Place. I am so excited to 
get to meet and know all of you bet-
ter. 
My husband Daniel and I have been 
married for 17 years. Daniel is the 
Director of General Services for the 
Tallgrass Creek Retirement Com-
munity in Overland Park.  We have 
two children. Our oldest son Jude is 
an 8th grader at Chisholm Trail Mid-
dle School. He will be attending 

Olathe North in the fall as part of the 
Geoscience program. Our other son 
Paul is a 5th grader at Arbor Creek 
Elementary. He will be joining some 
of the Madison Place 5th graders at 
Chisholm Trail next year. Our family 
stays busy with sports, scouts, and 
band activities. In my free time I en-
joy making cards, reading, and 
watching classic movies. 
Thank you all for making my first 
month at Madison Place exciting 
and fun!  

Bond 2016 Projects Design to 
Help District Handle Growth 

 
The Olathe Public Schools has 
grown in enrollment every year 
since it was unified in 1965 and 
that growth is expected to contin-
ue. With nearly 30,000 students, 
the Olathe Public Schools is the 
largest district in the Kansas City 
metropolitan area and is the sec-
ond largest district in the state of 
Kansas. 
District staff regularly monitor en-
rollment, looking for trends and 
large areas of growth. One area 
that staff have been watching 
closely is growth in the northwest 
portion of the district. Mission Trail 
Middle School currently has 800 
students and is expected to grow 

by nearly 300 more students in the 
next five years and continue to 
grow in a building that is already 
near capacity. Within the next 10 
years, Mission Trail is expected to 
increase to nearly 1,400 students. 
Prairie Trail Middle School has 
about 850 students and will grow 
by approximately 130 in the next 
five years. 
The proposed Bond 2016 projects 
include the land and construction 
of an additional middle school and 
money to renovate Millcreek 
Learning Center to accommodate 
growth at the Prairie Learning 
Center. 
For more information about Bond 
2016, visit 
www.olatheschools.com/
bond2016.  

2016 Bond Projects 

http://www.olatheschools.com/bond2016
http://www.olatheschools.com/bond2016
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwijnMysnbTMAhUiuIMKHVRzAlcQjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fblog.mysillylife.net%2Fjournal%2Funanswered-questions%2Fattachment%2Fquestion_marks-copy%2F&bvm=bv.12085341


Summer break is right around the corner and students and parents 

have grand plans on how to spend the time.  It won’t be long, howev-

er, before parents can expect to hear the chorus: “I’m bored!” 

Here are some ideas to help fill the time and to help learn something 

along the way: 

Join the summer reading program.  The Johnson County and 

the Olathe Libraries have a great summer reading program with fun 

incentives for the kids.  Make visiting the library a weekly event during 

the summer! 

Plant a garden.  It doesn’t take a lot of space to put in a few veg-

etables or a patch of flowers.  If you don’t have access to a yard, try a 

container garden.  Kids can plan the garden, budget for seeds, plant 

the seeds and gain some patience watching it grow.   

Visit the museum.  Kansas City has some fun, free museums 

like the Atkins Art Museum, The Money Museum at the Federal Re-

serve and the Hallmark Visitor’s Center.  Visit the website before you 

go and print out a few photographs of different exhibits.   This will give 

the kids something to look for and help make the experience more 

interactive. 

Go to one of the local area Spray Parks.  This is a great way to 

cool down and they are free!  Pack a picnic, make each child respon-

sible for some part of the excursion, and watch the teamwork happen.  

Visit Kansas City’s Parks and Recreation website to find a list of loca-

tions. 

Scrapbook together.  Allow your child to help place photo-

graphs, journal and put together pages to be viewed and enjoyed by 

friends and family. 

Become a backyard astronomer.  Summer brings warm and 

clear nights so it is ideal to look at the stars.  Many handheld devices 

have applications that help you to identify the constellations.  If you 

don’t have access to a device, you can always go to 

www.astroviewer.com and click on “Current Night Sky” to see what the 

skies over Kansas City will look like tonight. 

Be a tourist in Olathe.  Visit the Olathe Chamber of Commerce 

and get a guidebook about the town.  Visit some of our city’s great 

points of interest. 

Go bird watching.  Print out photos of a few different birds that 

inhabit our area and search for them at a local park or in your back-

yard. 

Take a virtual field trip.  On days that it’s too hot to go outside, 

stay inside and go on a virtual field trip.  The San Diego Zoo, Ameri-

can Museum of Natural History in New York and the U.S. Mint all have 

wonderful, interactive websites for kids.   

Summer is a great opportunity to spend some extra time with your 

kids, to make memories and to help them learn.  It’s also the time for 

some downtime so remember to keep it simple and relaxing!  The 

Madison Place Staff wish your family a safe and fun summer and we 

look forward to seeing you next year! 

Summertime Fun! 

Dates to Note 
Last Day of School for Kindergarten 

May 18
th
  

 
Last Day of School 

Half Day - Dismissal at 11:30 AM 
May 19

th
 

 
Registration Day 

July 28
th
 

 
First Day of School for Grades 1-5 
Half Day - Dismissal at 11:30 AM 

August 17
th
 

 
First Day of School for Kindergarten 

August 18
th
  

 

 

 

Dr. Stevenson in the dunk tank during 
the Spring Carnival 



Wow!  The Creativity Showcase was a wonderful celebra-
tion of your children’s hard work and artistic accomplish-
ments!  What a spectacular group of artists I get to teach! 
Thanks for coming out and for all you do all year long to 
encourage and support the arts here at Madison Place!  
A special thanks to volunteers who helped set up the take 
down the clay pieces in the library!  I think we set up in 
record time this year!   
If your child is interested in taking art classes over the 
summer, I recommend the youth art classes at the Ner-
man Museum.  The Nerman is located on the campus of 
Johnson County Community College.  They have classes 
for children ages 5 -11.  In most classes, students learn 
about a piece of art in the museum’s gallery, then make 
something inspired by what they learned.  Most classes 
are two hours and cost only $15.00.  The website is 
http://www.nermanmuseum.org/education/youth-art-
classes.html. 

 

Also over the summer, don’t forget to save up those egg 
cartons! I will gladly take them when we return in August! 
I am also happy to take toilet paper rolls, lids, and other 
small recyclable items for students to use in the collage 
and sculpture studio.    
Maybe it’s my age or it could be nostalgia because my 
youngest is about to finish Kindergarten, but I find the 
end of a school year to be bitter sweet.  Yes, summer 
vacation is fabulous, but I have learned that no two 
school years are ever quite the same.  When summer 
arrives, all the specialness that makes this year magical 
will come to an end.  To quote Ferris Bueller, “life moves 
pretty fast, if you don’t stop and look around once in a 
while, you could miss it.” So, enjoy these last few weeks 
of school and all the events that take place.  Your chil-
dren are amazing little people! 
 
Artfully,  
Mrs. McClaskey 

By Ashley McClaskey 
Creative Corner 

Summer is almost here!  During the summer months, some 
kids spend the hottest days indoors, online.  One of the fun 
things to do online is to take a virtual field trip.  There are 
many fantastic sits to visit with lots of fun activities and inter-
active games and tours.  The Smithsonian offers several 
free sites for kids, as does the San Diego Zoo, the National 
Gallery of Art, the U.S. Mint and the Children’s Museum of 
Indianapolis.  One of the fun things we have done in class is 
to visit the Flights Interactive site by the Guardian and 
looked at flights in real time.  Some classes have completed 
virtual science experiments, mess free!  There are more; 
you can find some of them on Mrs. Magnuson’s Tizmos site: 
http://www.tizmos.com/jmagnusonmd.  Click on the “Online 
Field Trips” to see them. 
We are wrapping up the year in the Computer Lab.  Kinder-

garten is learning some applications on Paint and Microsoft 
Word.  They are having fun learning how to change fonts 
and sizes.  First grade is working on using the correct hand 
to type each letter, and they are using writing prompts to 
type out original stories.  Second, third and fourth grades 
continue to practice their typing skills and will begin to work 
on an end of the year PowerPoint. Fifth grade is finishing 
Excel and getting ready to work on a fun, joint project with 
Spanish. Ask them if they enjoyed making spreadsheets of 
Skittles data! 
Over the long summer, don’t forget to practice typing skills!  
Typing is a skill that each and every student will use, espe-
cially as they progress in their academics.  You can find fun 
typing games and skill builders on Mrs. Magnuson’s Tizmos 
page.   

Computer Updates By Jennifer Magnuson 

Upcoming Due Dates in the Library 
With the end of the school year approaching, I wanted to let 
you know some important dates for the library and the re-
turning of all library books and magazines. 
May 6

th
: The last day students will be able to check out ma-

terials from the Madison Place library. 
May 13

th
: All library books and magazines that have been 

checked out are due back to the library. 
All during the month of May we will be sending home 
overdue e-mail notices as well as some paper notices.   
Remember these are just a notice to let you know what 
books your child currently has checked out and needs to get 

turned in by May 13
th
.   

If you are unable to locate the books or they have been 
damaged, you will need to pay to replace these books.  
Checks can be made payable to Olathe School District or 
you can send in cash. 
All students who have their books turned in by May 13

th
 will 

have their name placed in a drawing to win one of 4 five dol-
lar Target gift cards…just a little incentive to get those books 
turned in on time. 
If you ever have any questions or concerns regarding li-
brary, please don’t hesitate to e-mail or call –  

tpaytonmd@olatheschools.org or 913.780.7520. 

Library News 
By Tara Payton 

http://www.nermanmuseum.org/education/youth-art-classes.html
http://www.nermanmuseum.org/education/youth-art-classes.html
mailto:tpaytonmd@olatheschools.org


Students in grades 3
rd

, 4
th
 and 5

th
 have been finishing Fit-

ness Assessment during physical education class.  They 
will be finishing the 4

th
 quarter with learning the rules to 

our annual Kickball game in which the 5
th
 grade students 

play against the staff.  Students in Kindergarten, first and 
second grade have been finishing Locomotor Assess-
ments and practicing a variety of skills during center activi-
ties.   
The Fifth grade Kickball game will be Wednesday, May 
18th at 9am.  5th grade students can participate if they 
would like, but are not required.  Parents are welcome to 
come watch the event.  We hope to play on the new ball 
field on the southeast corner of the playground – if it’s not 
too muddy or wet.   
 
Field Day, Field Day, Field Day!  It’s coming on Thurs-
day, May 12th.  Our field day event will be similar to previ-
ous years.  The students will have the opportunity to play 
approximately twenty-five different games and activities.  
Some games take a few minutes, and other games take 

several minutes.  Therefore, the students can move to dif-
ferent games at their own pace.  The students will be giv-
en a big responsibility of going to each activity on their 
own and they will not be rotating to each game with their 
class.  We still need volunteers for both the morning (8:45 
– 11:00) and afternoon (12:45 – 3:00) session.  If you are 
interested in helping with field day, please email Mrs. Grif-
fin tgriffinmd@olatheschools.com or call the office (780-
7520).   
 

Thursday, May 12
th

 
Students need to be prepared with:  

1. Socks and Tennis Shoes 
2. T-shirt and Shorts (pants if cool weather) 
3. Light Jacket (weather dependent) 
4. Water Bottle – with student’s name 
5. Sunscreen (Sunscreen should be put on at home               

before coming to school) 
6. Hat and/or Sunglasses (optional)  

P.E. Shorts 
By Tara Griffin 

Notes From the Music Staff By Maurica Bruning 

2nd – 5th Grade Level Talent Shows 
are scheduled for May 3rd. These will 
occur during your child’s specials 
hour.  A few of those acts will be invit-
ed to come back and participate in our 
All-School Talent Show.  It is slated 
for Monday, May 16 @ 1:30 pm. 
Please make sure that all costumes & 
props are brought to school on the 

morning of the talent show.  I think our students and 
faculty are going to love the entertainment!   
Congratulations to all of the students that performed at 
our Creativity Showcase.  I appreci-
ate all of the extra practice time that 
they put forth in order to make their 
performances fantastic.  I hope they 
continue to enjoy performing for 
years to come.   

CONGRATULATIONS to Mrs. Strodtman and her husband 
on the arrival of their baby boy!  Easton Kent Strodtman 
was born on February 18, 2016 at 2:34am, weighing 7 lbs. 
13 oz.  He is a very handsome boy and the family is doing 
well!   
I have enjoyed teaching the guidance counselor classes 
and getting to know all of the kids at Madison Place.  It’s 
amazing how fast the time has gone.  Following is an over-
view of topics discussed in our classes.  All of our grades 
started out this quarter by discussing things they like about 
themselves and the importance of self-esteem.   
K-2   We have discussed the importance of honesty and 
identifying what makes a good friend.  We also talked about 
the importance of being responsible and making good 
choices.  Another discussion involved learning the differ-
ence between tattling and reporting.   

3-5
th
   The students are learning to identify traits of a good 

friend.  With all of the assessments and test taking, we have 
discussed ways to reduce stress and prepare and relax be-
fore testing.  An important issue we have talked about is 
bullying.  We have learned about the 3 R’s of bullying…
recognizing, refusing and reporting.  Students have also 
had a reminder that mean words are harmful to others and 
how to help manage angry feelings and actions.   
 
If you have any questions, please email me at tdick-
sonmd@olatheschools.org.  Thank you for sharing your 
children with me! 
 
Thank you, 
Tawnia Dickson 

Counselor Notes By Tawnia Dickson 

mailto:tdicksonmd@olatheschools.org
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Madison Place Families,  
We want to thank you for all of your support 
this school year. We have had a great time working with the students and staff to provide fun times 
and offer support. With your help we were able to fund field trips to wonderful locations around the 
metro. We supported our teachers with items for their classrooms, staff meals during conferences 
and small monthly treats to let them know we care. We even just approved the purchase of a new 
laminating machine to replace the one that has been put to good use since 2007. We created school 
community activities through our Dine Out nights, Cosmic Jump, Missouri Mavericks game, the first 
skating party in a few years and the most recent Spring Carnival. We are excited to see the involve-
ment in our school this year and look forward to next year. 
Thank you for all you do for the PTO, students and staff of Madison Place. Together we are all Mar-
velous Mavericks! 

PTO News 
 

May 2016 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 2 
 

3 
Grade Level  
Talent Show 

Teacher Apprecia-
tion Day 

4 
  

5 
9:00am 5th Grade 
Indian Trail Visit 

6:00pm KDG Pro-
gram & Picnic 

6 
 

3rd Grade  
Field Trip 

7 

8 9 
 

9:00am 5th Grade 
Field Trip 

10 
 

5:00pm  
Culver’s Night 

11 
School Nurse Day 
8:45am Marvelous 

Mavs Assembly 

12 
 

Field Day 

13 
Field Day Rain Date 

Spirit Day - 
Royals Blue 

14 

15 16 
 

Talent Show 

17 
6:30pm 5th Grade  

End of Year  
Celebration 

18 
 

Last Day for EC 
and Kindergarten 

19 
End of 4th Quarter 

Last 1/2 Day 
Grades 1-5 

20 
 

Professional Day 
No School 

21 

22 23 24 25 26 27 28 

29 30 31     


