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Our Comprehensive sports medicine program is dedicated to the rehabilitation 
of sports injuries. We offer on-site athletic trainers and physicians. We also 
provide fast and safe recovery for athletes of all ages in our SportsCare clinics.

SportsCare - Shawnee Mission Medical Center
913-676-7778

9120 W. 75th Street • Shawnee Mission

SportsCare - Leawood
913-632-9664

5420 W. 151st Street • Leawood

SportsCare - Prairie Star
913-676-8610

23351 Prairie Star Parkway, Suite A125 • Lenexa

DON’T LET AN INJURY 

KEEP YOU
SIDELINED.

GET BACK 
IN THE GAME!

40224410
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It’s a goal of student learning in 
the district to make our students 
more responsible and account-
able. The same effort holds true 
for the employees as the goal of 
the district is to be fiscally ac-
countable, using the resources 
provided to educate our students 
in an efficient manner.  

Schools in Kansas were pro-
vided the opportunity to access a 
little additional revenue through 
the Local Option Budget (LOB). 
The Board of Education utilized 
this small increase without rais-
ing the tax rate for our patrons. 
You can read in this issue about 
the LOB and the subsequent vote 
needed to maintain those funds 
moving forward.

Our efforts to be responsible 
with funds drive us daily. Our 
new financial software is allow-
ing us to better monitor procur-
ing choices and spending. Our 
purchasing procedures have 
become more aggressive. We bid 
and negotiate prices allowing us 
to beat state bids on goods and 
services. We have entered into a 
new relationship with an energy 
company to monitor our use and 
behaviors, saving us money on 
our utility bills.  

Through support by our com-
munity, we are taking care of our 
aging facilities with HVAC and 
roof replacements allowing us to 
use our buildings for many years 
to come.

Kansas schools are still well 
short of the funding we had as 
recently as 2009. As a growing 
school district we are keeping up 
the fight to provide the staff and 
programs our public is accus-
tomed to in providing an excel-
lent education to our students. 
That fight includes every day be-
ing good stewards of the money 
entrusted to us by the patrons of 
our district. 

Marlin Berry, Superintendent
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LOCAL OPTION BUDGET ELECTION
Maintaining Excellence:

Registered voters who live 
within the Olathe School 
District boundaries have an 
opportunity to vote in an 
upcoming election that would 
help the district maintain its 
excellence. Voters will have 
between Jan. 7-27 to vote on 
a mail-in ballot proposal to 
continue the district’s current 
Local Option Budget level. This 
is a no-tax-increase proposal 
that would positively impact 
every school in the district. 
The LOB is locally raised funds 
that can be used for operating 
expenses, such as salaries and 
other classroom needs.

During the 2014 Legislative 
Session, the state Legislature 
passed a bill that would 
allow districts to raise the 
Local Option Budget up to 
a maximum of 33 percent. 
The Legislature has allowed 
districts to raise it for the 2014-
15 school year, but requires 
districts to hold a mail-in 
election to gain approval 
to maintain the increase for 
the 2015-16 school year and 
beyond. The Olathe Board of 
Education voted to raise the 
LOB by 2 percent at its August 
2014 meeting.  
 
 

“Increasing the Local Option 
Budget has provided the 
district with additional funds 
to support student learning,” 
said Superintendent Marlin 
Berry. “This vote would allow 
us to maintain this increase to 
support our class sizes, keep 
up-to-date on curriculum and 
technology, as well as retain 
high quality teachers and staff.”

In the Olathe district, even in 
raising the LOB, the district’s 
mill rate has decreased. 

Voters will have until Jan. 
27 to return their completed 
ballot. This election would 
be a vote to maintain the 
district’s current LOB funding 
and keep the Olathe Public 
Schools moving forward. The 
mail-in ballot vote will allow 
the district to preserve existing 
funds that positively impact the 
classroom and maintain what 
is currently in place. Several 
Johnson County school districts 
will be going out to voters on 
this topic for a Jan. 27 election.

The vote would not increase 
the mill levy; it would only 
maintain it. If the LOB vote 
does not pass, budget cuts will 
need to be made.

For more information on the 
Local Option Budget election, 
visit www.olatheschools.com/
lob2015. 

• Registered voters who live within the 
Olathe School District boundaries 
will receive a ballot in the mail on or 
after Jan. 7, 2015. This ballot must 
be returned to the Johnson County 
Election Office in the postage-paid 
enclosed envelope by noon on Jan. 27. 

• Residents who are not registered to 
vote and would like to vote in this 
election may register to vote by going 
to the Johnson County Election Office 
website at www.jocoelection.org to get 
information about voter registration. In 
order to vote in this election, patrons 
must be registered voters or must 
register to vote by Jan. 6.

• Remember: all ballots must be 
returned to the Johnson County 
Election Office (either by mail by using 
the enclosed postage-paid envelope 
or by dropping the ballot off at the 
election office) by noon on Jan. 27.

Be sure to cast your vote!

VOTER INFORMATION
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Brittany Meyer may be a 
first-year teacher at Olathe 
Northwest High School, but her 
classroom is very familiar.

Not too long ago, she was 
in that classroom as a student. 
Now, Meyer is back in the same 
classroom, but this time, she is 
the one standing at the front of 
the class doing the teaching.

 The Olathe School District 
has many teachers who were 
once students in the district, but 
Meyer is a bit different. She is 
the first to return as a teacher to 
a 21st Century program where 
she earned her endorsement.

Meyer was in one of the 
first classes to go all the way 
through the e-Communication 
program at Northwest, earning 
her endorsement in the video 
strand of the program in the 
spring of 2006.

It’s funny, after a few years 
in the advertising world, Meyer 
began to think more and more 
about Olathe Northwest.

You can’t blame her. She 
never really left. Not long after 
graduating in 2006, she joined 
on as a cheerleading coach at 
Northwest and has been there 
ever since. But something 
was drawing her back to the 
classroom.

“I had this thing that I loved 
to do (coaching cheer) and 
this other thing (working in 
advertising) that I wasn’t 
getting the same reward from,” 
Meyer said. 

The good was beginning to 
outweigh the bad, so to speak, 
and finally, in the spring of 
2012, Meyer decided that she 
wanted to get into teaching.

In June of this year, that 
dream became a reality as she 
was offered a position within 
the e-Comm program teaching 
e9 Video and Explore A/V along 
with working as the yearbook 
advisor. And, of course, 
continuing as a cheer coach.

“It all happened so fast,” 

she said. “The way things have 
worked out and gone over the 
first quarter, it was all meant to 
be. Everything has fallen right 
into place.”

Meyer got her associate’s 
degree at Johnson County 
Community College in graphic 
design and then completed 
her bachelor’s degree from 
MidAmerica Nazarene University 
in organizational leadership. 
She worked for a couple of 
different advertising agencies as 
a graphic designer and it’s that 
experience she is using to help 
her in the classroom.

“I take a lot from the 
business world and use it in 
my teaching,” she said. “I try 
to impart to them what I have 
seen and where the industry 
is going.”

One of the biggest benefits 
she sees in returning to the 
program she once called home 
is the ability to relate to the 
assignments that she is making.

“I can relate in the moment,” 
she said. “I can relay to them 
how that particular piece 
helped me along the way.

“I can also tailor what I am 
teaching to maybe some of the 
things that I feel like I missed 
or didn’t fully pick up on.”

Meyer said the support 
from all of the teachers in the 
e-Communication program 
has been amazing as has the 
support of the administration. 
And that helps Meyer know 
what she is doing matters.

Her e-Comm endorsement 
certificate hangs on the wall 
above her desk. It serves as a 
reminder to her and shines like 
a beacon to her students. 

“It puts things into 
perspective for them,” she said. 
“It’s something they can look 
to and see that they can learn 
something that no one can 
ever take away and that’s 
really important.”

MEYER RETURNS TO TEACH 
IN THE E-COMM PROGRAM

Brittany Meyer, a graduate of the 21st Century e-Communication 
program, has returned to teach in the same program. 

The endorsement Meyer received as a student hangs on 
the wall of the classroom where she now teaches.
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Colorful and healthy fruits 
and vegetables, more whole 
grains and a variety of healthy 
food choices are all part of the 
Olathe Public Schools Food 
Services’ goal of providing 
reasonably priced, nutritious 
meals that students enjoy so 
they will be powered to learn 
when they enter the classroom.

School meals feature the 
same selection of entrees, fruits 
and vegetables that students’ 
families could purchase from 
a local grocery store, but often 
with healthier ingredients.  

“The menu didn’t look much 
different in 2008 than today, 
but the items are now lower in 
fat and sodium and are whole 
grain-based,” said Nutrition 
Coordinator Nichole Burnett. 
“The vegetable offerings are 
more varied and more fresh 
fruits are served now.” 

Burnett focuses on the 
nutritional value of each 
food item, and works with a 
team of about a dozen of her 
colleagues to tweak the menu 
based on preparation time, 
vendors’ ability to provide 
certain products, feedback from 
students, etc. 

This year she is balancing 
new sodium, whole grain, 
and fruit/vegetable guidelines 
enacted by the federal 
government with product 
availability from food vendors, 
the cost of these new healthier 
items, and students’ taste buds. 

Children are being exposed 
to more fruits and vegetables 
and having an opportunity to 
try some they might not have 
tried before. The efforts of Food 
Services helps students develop 
healthy eating habits early.

“Students like breakfast-for-
lunch days,” Burnett said. In the 
past few years, Food Services 
staff noticed an increase in 
lunch purchases on these days. 
That kind of indirect feedback 
prompted the menu-planning 
team to offer breakfast for lunch 
more often this year. 

Burnett noted there had not 
been any guidelines governing 
what a la carte items could 
be served, so older students 
are seeing a change in their 
choices this year. Pizza slices 
on the middle and high school 
a la carte menus are one of the 
things that have come under 
federal guidelines since July 
1. With the amount of sodium 
and fat typically found in these 
items, parents may wonder how 
pizza meets the new guidelines. 
Burnett said it’s the ingredients 
and how the foods are prepared 
that makes the difference. The 
pizza has a whole grain crust, 
reduced sodium sauce and 
reduced fat cheese so that it 
meets the guidelines.

“The products we serve are 
healthier than comparable 
items found in the local grocery 
store, because of the child 
nutrition requirements on these 

products,” she said. 
There are several new items 

on the lunch menu this year, 
but many students probably 
don’t realize they’re eating 
healthier. For instance, the 
chocolate Z-Bread is made with 
whole grain flour and zucchini 
but most students commented 
on how much they liked the 
“brownie,” Burnett said.  

Even with the changes in 
federal guidelines, the Food 
Services staff believes it is 
important to offer as many 
choices as possible to students. 
An example is more grain 
choices for older students. 
On a day when meatballs and 
marinara sauce are served, 
students can select spaghetti 
noodles or a hoagie bun 
as their side. 

“This is one more way for 
our students to have a choice in 
their meal that had previously 
been determined for them,” 
Burnett said. 

Burnett and the Food Services 
staff in schools have learned 
that what may be popular 
for older students might not 
fare well on the elementary 

serving line. For instance, the 
chicken enchiladas are very 
popular with middle and high 
school students but may be too 
spicy for elementary students. 
Offering chopped tomatoes on 
the elementary bar instead of 
pico de gallo made with onions 
and peppers is one way that 
Food Services staff can tweak a 
recipe to please students.

In an effort to meet the red 
and orange fruit/vegetable 
requirements, Burnett looks 
for new ways to serve carrots, 
sweet potatoes, tomatoes, etc. 
She’s learned that students 
prefer baby carrots over carrot 
coins. She receives feedback 
on current menu items, 
conducts taste-testing events 
with students for potential 
new offerings, and hears from 
parents who have questions 
about menu items. Soup in a 
bread bowl was a challenge 
with the new nutritional 
guidelines, but Burnett said 
she’s found a whole-grain bread 
bowl and plans to offer soup 
seasonally, while being careful 
of the sodium content.

“Taste-testing certainly 

FOOD SERVICES BALANCES NUTRITION, 
COST AND FLAVOR

Serving Up a Healthy Variety: 

Lunch is fun at Madison Place Elementary School. 

“I can really tell that the school district 
has been putting tons of effort into 

coming up with lots of new lunch items. 
The food is very flavorful.”

- Nathan Torcia, 
Madison Place Elementary School fifth grader
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Providing a safe and secure 
learning environment for 
students is of paramount 
importance in the Olathe 
Public Schools. The district has 
numerous practices, procedures 
and protocols in place each 
day to ensure a safe learning 
environment. Since spring 2014, 
the district has been training 
staff on a new safety protocol 
program called ALICE. ALICE is 
a protocol that enhances current 

lockdown procedures. The 
U.S. Department of Education, 
U.S. Department of Homeland 
Security and other educational 
leadership and governmental 
agencies have recommended 
that school districts develop a 
protocol that provides options 
to students and staff when 
facing threat or harm from an 
aggressive intruder.

ALICE stands for Alert, 
Lockdown, Inform, Counter 

and Evacuate. ALICE empowers 
staff to exercise options in the 
event of such a critical incident, 
based on real-time information 
gathered during the incident. 
This enhanced protocol does 
not dictate to staff or students 
how they should react, but 
merely provides options for 
actions in addition to just 
lockdown. To date more than 
5,000 district staff members 
(including substitute teachers 

and part-time staff) have been 
trained on ALICE.

In fall 2014, parent meetings 
were held across the district to 
allow parents to be trained in 
the lockdown protocol as well. 
Students will also be informed 
about the ALICE protocol.

For more information on 
ALICE or to watch training 
videos in English or in Spanish, 
visit www.olatheschools.com/
alice.

DISTRICT CONTINUES ROLLOUT OF ALICE

eliminates some products from 
being purchased and often is 
the reason we try a new item on 
the menu,” Burnett said of the 
valuable input from students.

Working with a four-week 
menu rotation enables Food 
Services to benefit from more 
accurate consumption forecasts 
and purchasing needs. Burnett 
creates 21 menus, ranging from 
breakfast to lunch, elementary 
to high school, and several 
special diets. Students can plan 
on breakfast items for lunch 

on Wednesdays, some type of 
pizza on Friday, and some kind 
of tacos or Mexican fare on 
Tuesdays.

Just as each food item has 
a number of ingredients, each 
of Burnett’s menus are a blend 
of many factors including 
student input, federal nutrition 
guidelines, storage and delivery 
issues, preparation times, and 
cost.

And students like Nathan 
Torcia, a fifth grader from 
Madison Place Elementary 

School, are enjoying the new 
food options. 

“I can really tell that the 
school district has been putting 
tons of effort into coming up 
with lots of new lunch items,” 
he said. “The food is very 
flavorful. I’m trying the hummus 
today and am excited to see 
what that will be like. I also 
really liked the taco pizza. It 
looked very interesting so I 
wasn’t sure how it would taste. 
But, when I tried it, it was 
delicious.”

A student at Olathe East High School picks up lunch from the 
school’s café. 

A Madison Place Elementary School student sits down to a 
nutritious lunch.

DINING 
BY THE 
NUMBERS
• In one week, Food 

Services serves 1,000 
pounds of baby carrots, 
3,100 pounds of red 
grapes and 3,000 
pounds of salad mix.

• Once a month, the 
Food Production 
Center prepares 17,280 
cinnamon rolls. 

• On a day when 
mandarin oranges are 
served, students will 
consume about 4,400 
pounds of the delicious 
orange fruit.

• The monthly production 
of chili yields about 380 
gallons or about 10,550 
individual servings.

• Food Services staff 
across the district serve 
an average of 23,560 
meals per day.
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The Olathe Public Schools 
and Camp Kindergarten, a 
unique program within the 
district, were recently honored 
by District Administration 
magazine. The innovative 
program for incoming 
kindergarten students was 
honored in the early learning 
category of the magazine’s 
Districts of Distinction 
recognition program. The award 
recognizes “school districts that 
are leading the way with new 
ideas that work . . . and that 
could be replicated by other 
districts.” 

“This program was created 
by our principals,” said 
Executive Director of General 
Administration/ Elementary 
Programs Brent Yeager. “It is 
representative of the creative 
thinking we have within the 
leadership in our buildings, and 
the new and innovative ways we 
have to meet our students’ needs.”

Heading off to kindergarten 
is a major event for students 
and their parents. It’s also 
a challenge for elementary 
principals and kindergarten 
teachers who have never met 
these young learners but want 
to create the best learning 
environment possible for them. 

“Camp Kindergarten was 
created out of a desire by 
principals to create optimal 
classes for kindergartners,” 
Yeager said. “In the subsequent 
years, teachers know the 
children and their skills and can 
help create 
class lists at 
the beginning 
of the school 
year.

“For 
kindergarten, 
it’s a shot in 
the dark to 
create class 
lists because 
principals 
and teachers 
don’t know 
the children’s 
strengths, 
skills, needs, 
etc.”

Camp Kindergarten lasts a 
few days at the beginning of 
the school year at each of the 
district’s 10 Title 1 schools and 
Ravenwood Elementary School. 
The principal, kindergarten 
teachers, counselor, and 
specialists (music teacher, art 
teacher, physical education 
teacher, English Language 
Learning teachers, resource 

teachers, reading specialists, 
etc.) are involved in a variety of 
activities with the 5-year-olds. 
They assess the children as 
they play socialization games 
and become familiar with 
school activities.

Westview 
Elementary 
Principal 
Jon Bell is a 
fan of Camp 
Kindergarten 
because it 
helps him assist 
young learners.

“Our 
kindergartners 
come with 
a variety of 
different skills 
and needs 
and we want 
to maximize 
their learning 

experiences,” Bell said. “Camp 
Kindergarten allows us to learn 
about behaviors, language 
skills, social interactions, 
and academics in a fun and 
interactive way.”

Parents benefit because 
they understand the anxiety 
their child may have about 
going off to school, and Camp 
Kindergarten lets children get 

to know each other in small 
groups and meet many of the 
school staff. 

“The children are placed in 
groups of three or four and they 
rotate around the gymnasium 
to many centers where they 
do crafts, play with blocks, do 
puzzles, play games, and learn 
many of the school routines and 
procedures,” Bell said.

Whether these students 
are playing games, singing a 
song, or tackling some simple 
lessons, they are adjusting to a 
new learning environment and 
providing staff with valuable 
information before class lists are 
prepared. 

Havencroft Elementary 
kindergarten teacher Amber 
Pagan appreciates the way Camp 
Kindergarten lets everyone get 
to know each other, teachers 
and students alike. 

“It helps the students 
become familiar with all the 
kindergarten teachers,” she said. 
“This is helpful because we 
share children for reading and 
math groups. 

“Camp Kindergarten provides 
a relaxed environment where 
kids can transition easily into 
the school setting.”

CAMP KINDERGARTEN, DISTRICT HONORED 
BY NATIONAL PUBLICATION

Kindergarten students explore their new classroom 
during Camp Kindergarten.

The district’s innovative Camp Kindergarten program for incoming kindergarten students was honored in the early 
learning category of the District Administration magazine Districts of Distinction recognition program.

“Our kindergartners 
come with a variety 

of different skills 
and needs and we 
want to maximize 

their learning 
experiences.”

- Jon Bell, 
Westview Elementary Principal
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BUTTERFLIES, STUDENTS, STAFF 
LOVE GARDEN AT OLATHE SOUTH

The Monarch Waystation 
at Olathe South High School 
serves many purposes. It is an 
outdoor learning lab for science 
students (and many others), a 
place for Monarch butterflies 
to eat on their southward 
migration in fall and to lay their 
eggs in spring, and a relaxing 
area for staff and students alike 
to spend a few quiet moments 
outdoors. 

Biology teacher Kristin 
Ramshaw applied for and 
received an $880 grant from 
the Olathe Public Schools 
Foundation two years ago. She 
was inspired to pursue the 
project by her student teacher 
at the time, who had worked at 
the Monarch Watch program at 
the University of Kansas. 

“Students planned the garden 
and we built it in May 2013,” 
Ramshaw said. The registered 
Monarch Waystation has three 
types of milkweed and 10 types 
of brightly colored flowering 
plants the butterflies love.

“It is completely maintained 
and cared for by my students,” 
she said. “We’ve seen it change 
from an unused, grassy area to 
a blooming area full of color 
and life.”

Her biology students study 
everything from conservation to 
population changes, food chains 
to symbiosis in the garden. They 
have researched which plants 
attract more Monarchs and have 
decided to move some flowers 
a little further from the school 
so the Monarchs can find them 
easier. This fall they harvested 
seeds from the flowers and will 
share them with other schools 
interested in starting a Monarch 
Waystation.  

“Most of our students’ 
learning happens inside four 
walls,” Ramshaw said. “But the 
addition of the Monarch garden 
allows students to get outside 
and learn in a completely 

different atmosphere. They are 
able to see an actual biological 
phenomenon that is unmatched 
by any other — the Monarch 
migration.”

Students enjoy the hands-
on learning experience of this 
garden. 

“I like to go outside because 
it is a place of wonder and is 
always changing,” said Honors 
Biology student Carmelo 
Mercado. “The butterfly garden 
creates as many questions as 
are answered.”

Ramshaw said other classes 
including art, photography, and 

the Spanish and French classes 
have utilized the Monarch 
garden. Of course the garden 
is popular with other science 
classes, but students aren’t the 
only ones benefitting from the 
garden. Front office employees 
Janis McKinney and Donna 
Peter enjoy taking their lunch 
outside on nice days.

“It makes lunch time a 
relaxing treat we all look 
forward to,” McKinney said. “We 
have even noticed students at 
the table doing homework after 
school. It’s a great addition to 
Olathe South!”

Students in Kristin Ramshaw’s biology class have many responsibilities in the 
Monarch garden including trimming dead flowers and collecting information about 
which plants attract the most butterflies.

A beautiful Monarch butterfly stops in 
Olathe South’s garden on its way south 
for the winter.
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TECHNOLOGY AIDS STUDENT-TEACHER 
RELATIONSHIPS VIA FLIPPED LEARNING
TECHNOLOGY AIDS STUDENT-TEACHER 
RELATIONSHIPS VIA FLIPPED LEARNING

Flipped Classrooms are 
working in the Olathe School 
District. 

What started primarily in the 
high schools in the district is 
filtering down into the middle 
schools. And, everywhere the 
technique seems to be 
a success. 

Flipped learning happens 
when the teacher’s lecture 
is delivered outside the 
traditional class time, via a 
video students view on their 
own. Class time is used for 
active problem solving by 
students and one-to-one 
small group tutoring with the 
teacher. Students can watch 
the short lectures as many 
times as they wish to grasp 
the content and then come to 
class ready to jump into the 
lesson, answer questions, work 
on collaborative projects, and 
explore the content further. 

“The value of a Flipped 
Classroom is the interaction 
that happens with students and 
teachers,” Pioneer Trail Middle 
School Principal Mike Wolgast 
said. “Often we send students 
home to do ‘the hard thing’: 
assignments and practice. 
Now students get to do those 

items in the classroom with the 
teacher and classmates there to 
assist them if needed.”

At Pioneer Trail, Wolgast said 
about 25 percent of his staff is 
using the concept. Some use it 
100 percent of the time, while 
others utilize it when it makes 
sense for the curriculum. 

Tiffany Harkins, an 11-year 
teaching veteran at Prairie 
Trail Middle School, decided 
to try the concept the second 
quarter of teaching her Algebra 
students last year. 

“I felt like they were a group 
that would embrace it,” Harkins 
said. “My room (before Flipped 
Classroom) was full of kids in 
the morning not quite grasping 
the homework.”

Harkins and her math 
colleagues decide as a group 
on how they will make their 
15- to 20-minute video for each 
lesson plan. For the students, 
class begins with a bit of 
review and the rest is left for 
questions and homework help.

Harkins said the result is less 
frustration with students and 
parents, who have tried to help 
with homework at times, but 
have had limited success. 

“Flipped Classrooms 
revolutionizes teaching and 
student learning,” Instructional 
Resource Teacher Natalie Drake 
said. “It replaces the ‘teach 
to the middle’ philosophy 
that lecturers have to fall 
back on when disseminating 
information. The struggling 
student can replay the video 
or ‘back up the teacher.’ The 
enrichment student can skip 
part of or all the video if they 
understand the concept.” 

It also allows the teacher 
valuable class time to really 
connect with individual 
students, Drake said.

“Pre-adolescents are 
experiencing a surge of brain 
growth,” she said. “They can 
be forgetful and often have a 
hard time concentrating. Note 
taking can really be a struggle. 
The videos help with that 
problem, and the bonus is that 
added teacher contact time at 
school. They can kill two birds 
with one stone – differentiate 
academically and build 
relationships with students 
while doing so.”

Drake said the concept 
is perfect for a sixth-grade 
student transitioning from 

having the teacher around all 
the time providing feedback. 
It’s also great for the teacher.

“By moving the instructional 
piece outside of class, there 
is now time in class for the 
teacher to interact with each 
student every day and work 
with them on ‘the hard stuff,’” 
she said. 

Drake said the research 
indicates it helps with 
achievement gains, particularly 
with struggling students.

“Feedback from the students 
and parents has been positive,” 
Wolgast said, adding that with 
anything new, there has been a 
bit of apprehension.

“Some parents are even 
viewing the videos with 
their students and learning 
or relearning concepts right 
alongside their student. The 
best part is the initial data 
for the first quarter of this 
school year would indicate the 
students not only are telling 
us they are doing better, but 
their grades are reflecting this 
as well.”

Prairie Trail Middle School teacher 
Tiffany Harkins goes over a flipped 
lesson in her Algebra classroom. 
Her students watched the lesson on 
video the night before and came to 
class ready to discuss the concepts. 
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Not only are students in 
the Olathe Public Schools 
experiencing great success on 
Advanced Placement (AP) exams, 
but more students in the district 
are taking the rigorous courses 
and tests. 

Five years ago, 40 percent 
of the district’s high school 
graduates took an AP course. 
In 2013-14, not only did 61 
percent of graduates take an 
AP course, three-fourths of 
them scored a three out of five 
on the rigorous AP exam. The 
increase can be attributed in 
part to a team approach used by 
district curriculum coordinators, 
building leadership, teachers, 
parents and students to move 
these results forward. The district 
has also provided a yearly AP 
conference in the summer for 
teachers to strengthen their skills 
and ultimately impact student 
learning. 

The AP program also 
recognizes high school students 
for their success on the AP 
exams with the AP Scholar 
awards. In 2013-14, the district 
had 239 AP Scholars, up from 
221 in 2012-13.

“Advanced Placement is 
a measure of our students’ 
capabilities to handle college 
level classes,” Deputy 
Superintendent Alison 
Banikowski said. “It’s exciting 
to see that on a national scale 
our students are placing well. 
It’s also exciting to see more 
students taking the challenge to 
see they are capable and ready 
to handle college-level courses. It 
takes the encouragement of staff, 
parents and the understanding of 
students about the importance of 
preparing themselves for college 
that make these types of results 
happen.” 

It’s never too late to earn 
a high school diploma, 
thanks to the Olathe Public 
Schools Step Up program. 
The Step Up program is 
a high school completion 
program with a traditional 
graduation, and English 
Language Learner (ELL) 
support. The program is 
fully aligned with state 
curriculum standards and 
is designed to prepare 
students for post-secondary 
education and for direct job 
placement or advancement. 
High school completion 
courses can be taken in 

a supported classroom 
environment or off-site 
in an independent study 
format.

Step Up accepts students 
who live in any district 
in Kansas and do not 
possess a diploma and are 
not enrolled in any other 
high school completion 
program. Enrollment is 
free. Enrollment for spring 
semester begins Jan. 6.

To enroll or learn more 
about the program visit 
www.olathestepup.com or 
call (913) 780-7038.

DISTRICT SEES POSITIVE GAINS 
IN ADVANCED PLACEMENTOlathe Step Up 

Diploma Completion 
Program 

District Students and Staff Honored
• Mike Chrostowski, culinary instructor for the 

21st Century Culinary Arts program, has 
received the Cutting Edge Award from the 
American Culinary Federation. He is one of 
eight chefs nationwide to be honored during 
the association’s recent awards dinner. 
Chrostowski’s students in the program 
have won first place in the Kansas ProStart 
Culinary Invitational for nine years in a row. 
Students have placed in the top four of the 
National ProStart Culinary Invitational the 
last six years in a row.

• The Olathe School District received a 
Gold Medal award for the 2013-14 School 
Breakfast Challenge from the Kansas State 
Department of Education. All Kansas school 
districts and private schools that participated 
in the 2012-13 School Breakfast Program 
were challenged to increase student 
breakfast participation by a minimum of 8 
percent per student enrollment. The Olathe 
School District increased participation by 32 
percent and received a $4,000 cash prize. 
 
 

• Olathe East High School senior Henry 
Zimmermann was named to the 2014 
National Association for Music Education 
All-National Concert Band Honor Ensemble. 
Zimmermann joined 670 students for a once 
in-a-lifetime experience of performing on 
the stage of the Grand Ole Opry House in 
Nashville, Tenn., on Oct. 29. These students, 
named the “best of the best” from about 
2.5 million students nationwide from local, 
district and state music festivals, performed 
a repertoire of challenging music.

• Pioneer Trail Middle School Center Based 
Resource Teacher Alyson Lewis was 
recognized with a Special Educator of the 
Year award for the state of Kansas. She was 
one of five teachers recognized in Topeka 
this fall. This was the sixth Annual Kansas 
Awards Luncheon where special educators 
were honored. 

• The Olathe Northwest High School Raven 
Pride Marching Band marched in the 95th 
New York City Veterans Day Parade on 
Nov. 11. The Raven Pride Marching Band 
was selected because of its reputation for 

showmanship through exceptional discipline 
and leadership, and commitment to fostering 
patriotism.

• Two Olathe North High School students 
have achieved the outstanding feat of 
scoring perfect scores on the ACT. David 
Nelson and Disha Dasgupta each scored a 
36 on the national exam. Nationally, while 
the actual number of students earning a 
composite score of 36 varies from year to 
year, less than one-tenth of 1 percent of 
students taking the ACT earn a top score. 
Nelson is in the 21st Century Distinguished 
Scholars Program and he is a drum major 
for the Olathe North Screamin’ Eagles 
Marching Band. He is a member of the 
Faraday Society, the Science Olympiad 
Team, National Honor Society and he is a 
member of the Olathe North varsity soccer 
team. Dasgupta is active in science, math 
and Spanish at Olathe North. She won the 
Kansas City Science Fair as a freshman and 
recently was on the Battle of the Brains team 
that won first place at Science City last fall.
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NOTIFICATION STATEMENT OF NON-DISCRIMINATION. 
The Olathe Public Schools prohibit discrimination on the basis of race, color, national 
origin, sex, age, religion or disability in its programs, activities or employment, and 
provides equal access to the Boy Scouts and other designated youth groups to its fa-
cilities as required by: Title IX of the Education Amendments of 1972, Title VI and Title 
VII of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, the Age Discrimination Act of 1975, the Americans 
with Disabilities Act (ADA), the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act, Section 504 
of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973 and other relevant state and federal laws. Inquiries 
regarding compliance with applicable civil rights statutes related to ethnicity, gender, 
age discrimination or equal access may be directed to Staff Counsel, 14160 Black Bob 
Road, Olathe, KS 66063-2000, phone 913-780-7000. All inquiries regarding compli-
ance with applicable statutes regarding Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act and the 
Individuals with Disabilities Education Act and the Americans with Disabilities Act may 
be directed to the Assistant Superintendent General Administration, 14160 Black Bob 
Rd. Olathe, KS 66063-2000, phone (913) 780-7000. Interested persons including those 
with impaired vision or hearing, can also obtain information as to the existence and lo-
cation of services, activities and facilities that are accessible to and usable by disabled 
persons by calling the Assistant Superintendent General Administration. (04/13)

OLATHE 
15983 SOUTH BRADLEY DRIVE IN ARBOR CREEK VILLAGE
913-780-9922

Your Olathe Headquarters

DINE IN ONLY

MUST PRESENT AD 
TO RECEIVE OFFER

NOT VALID WITH OTHER 
PROMOTIONS, DISCOUNTS

OR PACKAGE DEALS

GOURMET, AND GOING 
TO STAY THAT WAY

at Minsky’s before
or after the game
and wear your
school colors for

15% OFF
your food order.

40224414

40
22

44
16

We could help you save hundreds with a free  
Discount Double Check®. It pays to double-check.

SAVINGS THAT             
MEASURE UP.

1306933
State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company, State Farm Indemnity Company

State Farm Fire and Casualty Company, State Farm General Insurance Company, Bloomington, IL

Harlan C Parker Ins Agcy Inc
Harlan Parker, Agent

13095 South Mur-Len Road
Olathe, KS  66062
Bus: 913-782-3310

Jason S. Parker, Agent
13095 S. Murlen Rd
Olathe, KS  66062
Bus: 913-764-0555

jason.parker.u844@statefarm.com

Harlan C Parker Ins Agcy Inc
Harlan Parker, Agent

13095 South Mur-Len Road
Olathe, KS  66062

Bus: 913-782-3310

Jason S. Parker, Agent
13095 S. Murlen Rd
Olathe, KS  66062

Bus: 913-764-0555
jason.parker.u844@statefarm.com

40224413

Tabor College
Decidedly Christian

BELONG AND BECOME
Find out where a Tabor College 
education can take you.

admissions@tabor.edu

40224412
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KANSAS CITY

913-338-4378 
8400 W. 110th St., Suite 150, Overland Park, Kansas 66210

www.emporia.edu/kcmetro

Emporia State University – Kansas City offers a 
variety of degree programs at all levels so that 
you don’t have to leave the KC Metro Area:

 Bachelors
Masters
Doctorate
Certificate or Licensure

40225974

Learn more at:
degreein3.ku.edu/olathe

Lower your student debt 
Find internships and employment 
Earn an in-demand degree  

Enhance your high school experience

Earn your bachelor’s degree in 3 years.
Offering degrees in exercise science and information technology.

3 ACTION STEPS
  HIGH SCHOOL DIPLOMA - Olathe School District

  ASSOCIATE’S DEGREE - Johnson County Community College

  BACHELOR’S DEGREE - KU Edwards Campus

WHY DEGREE IN 3?

DEGREE IN 3

40224565
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Present this coupon for a Cars4Less $250 
Visa Gift Card with any Cars4Less vehicle  
purchase.

913.764.2444
OngoingSupport4OlatheSchools

820 N. Rogers Rd., Olathe, KS 66062 
Cars4.com
Cars4Life. Cars4You. Cars4Less.

The future driver in your 
house has dreams to follow. 
Let Cars4Less put them on 
the road with savings, style 
and no haggle. 
     Bring th  coupon 
to Cars4Less and receive a 
$250 Visa ard with 
purchase to spend on gas 
or anything else your 
dreamer needs!

40224411
Offer allows only one coupon per transaction.
Coupon MUST be presented on the day of purchase.

A Child’s Struggle  
Is a Parent’s Heartbreak
There are times when every family needs help

Call us
816-765-6600
crittentonkc.org

Drugs. Anger. Depression. Alcohol. Whatever is troubling 
your child, Crittenton Children’s Center can help. 

Six full-time board-certified psychiatrists lead a team of  
experts in behavioral health whose outcomes exceed  
national norms. You are part of that team. Together we:

Help is just a short drive away. Call Crittenton today.

40224417
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Monthly Membership Options: 

Get Active at the OCC
swimming • fitness • family activities • 
active agers • sports • enrichment • day 

camps • special events

To purchase a membership:
•Fill out the community center membership form, OlatheKS.org/parksrec/occform
•Provide proof of residency (water bill, driver’s license, voter’s card, etc.)
•Pay your membership fee with cash, check, money order, Visa or Master Card
•Mail to PO Box 768, Olathe KS 66051-0768 or 
•Bring form and payment to the Olathe Community Center, 1205 E Kansas City Road

Annual Membership Options: 
 (15% discount based on lump sum payment) 

OlatheKS.org/ParksRec • 913-971-8563

Current OCC Hours
Monday to Thursday 

530 a.m. to 9:30 p.m.
Friday 

5:30 a.m. to 8 p.m.
 Saturday

7:30 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Sunday

Noon to 5 p.m.

NEW HOURS STARTING 
JAN. 5. 2015

Mon-Fri: 5 a.m. to 9 p.m.
Sat: 7 a.m. to 6 p.m.

Sun: 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.

Full list of  holiday hours are 
available online at 

OlatheKS.org/ParksRec/OCCDaily Admission  10-Punch Pass
Resident: $6   Resident: $50
Non-Resident: $7  Non-Resident: $60
62+:  $4   62+:  $40

Membership
 Category

Resident Non-Resident

Family (up to 5 in 
same household)

$72 $79

Individual +1
(same household)

$64 $70

62 & Older +1
(same household)

$55 $55

Individual $44 $48
62+ Individual $40 $40

Membership
 Category

Resident Non-Resident

Family (up to 5 in 
same household)

$735 $806

Individual +1
(same household)

$653 $714

62 & Older +1
(same household)

$561 $561

Individual $449 $490
62+ Individual $408 $408

40
22

44
06
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ASSOCIATE OF ARTS
Accelerated Associate of Arts

PROFESSIONAL DEGREE PROGRAMS 
Accelerated BSN

Applied Organizational Leadership
Accelerated Elementary Education

RN to BSN
RN to MSN

 

GRADUATE DEGREE PROGRAMS
Master of Arts in Counseling
Master of Education
Master of Education in Adaptive Special
      Education
Master of Business Administration

Master of Science in Nursing
Master of Science in Management

Post-Graduate Certificate in Play Therapy
Sexual Addictions Treatment Provider 
     Certification
Post-Master’s Nursing Certificates
Kauffman FastTrac® Courses
UNDERGRADUATE PROGRAMS
Accounting
Athletic Training
Bible and Theology
Biology
Biology Education
Business Administration
Business Psychology
Chemistry
Corporate Communication
Criminal Justice
Elementary Education
English
English Language Arts Education
Forensic Biology
Forensic Chemistry
Graphic Design
History
History/Gov’t & Social Studies Education
Intercultural Studies
Kinesiology
Interdisciplinary Studies
Marketing
Mathematics
Mathematics Education
Middle Level Mathematics Education
Middle Level Science Education
Ministry
Multimedia
Music
Music Education (B.M.Ed.)
Nursing
Organizational Leadership
Physical Education
Psychology
Recreation and Leisure Studies
Sociology
Speech/Theatre Education
Sports Management
Youth and Family Ministry

 

PRE-PROFESSIONAL PROGRAMS
Engineering

Medicine and Dentistry
Law

Medical Technology
Physical Therapy, Occupational Therapy, 
     and Doctor of Chiropractic Medicine
Pharmacy

www.mnu.edu

913.971.3750

 

Call Toll-free: 800.800.8887    2030 E. College Way    Olathe, KS 66062-1899

Pursue your future, 
with purpose.
Isn’t this how life was meant to be lived? Premier academic 
opportunities. A close-knit campus community where professors 
become mentors. 

MidAmerica Nazarene University offers more than 40 bachelor degree 
programs, 5 pre-professional degree programs, professional 
degree programs for working adults, and graduate degrees in 
Nursing, Business, Education and Counseling. 

Come see what it’s like to pursue a degree - with purpose at MNU. 

Our Programs
40

22
44

09
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ER CARE FOR KIDS & ADULTS
Menorah Medical Center  |  119th & Nall

Overland Park Regional Medical Center  |  I-435 & Quivira

* Message and data rates may apply. For more information visit texterhelp.com. ER wait times are approximate and provided for informational purposes only. If you are having a medical emergency, call 9-1-1.8399 A

Faster than

TURBO 
FAIRY SKATES
No matter what words you use to describe your expectations for children’s 
emergency care, we’re happy to exceed them. In fact, each of our hospitals 
exceed the national benchmark for treating pediatric emergencies. Learn 
more at KCkidsER.com. Text “ER” to 23000 to see average wait times.*

40224415
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One Community.  
One College.  
One Goal.
Exceeding expectations is a driving force at Johnson County Community 
College. Our philosophy of excellence – excellence in meeting the needs  
of students and the community – constantly advances us closer to this goal.

JCCC’s work in progress includes:

•  84 percent of students responding to a satisfaction survey said they  
would enroll at JCCC again; 83 percent said they were satisfied with  
the JCCC experience.

•  93 percent of JCCC’s career program completers find a job within  
six months.

•  93 percent of participants in an Overland Park Chamber of Commerce 
Foundation study had a “favorable” opinion of JCCC; 68 percent had  
a “strongly favorable” opinion.

•  83 percent of participants in the Chamber survey believed higher 
education at JCCC is critical for economic development; 85 percent 
believed JCCC prepares a workforce of today 
and in the future.

Change your life through learning.  
Change your life at JCCC.
12345 College Blvd.  |  Overland Park, KS 
913-469-3803  |  www.jccc.edu

Consider these 
JCCC classes!
Full class; half the time 
JCCC offers a new schedule  
for evening classes – two  
short-term classes, two nights  
a week, twice a semester.  
For more information, visit  
www.jccc.edu/academics/ 
8-week-evenings.html

College credits in high school 
College Now gives high school 
students the opportunity to earn 
college credits while completing 
high school requirements.  
For more information, visit 
www.jccc.edu/collegenow

Free courses for  
high school students 
Senate Bill 155 allows JCCC 
to waive the cost of tuition for 
high school students enrolled in 
a tiered career technical course 
who reside in Kansas and 
attend a Kansas high school.  
For more information, visit  
www.jccc.edu/high-school/
sb-155.html

40225966



olathehealth.org

You have better ways to spend the weekend.  

Busy families don’t have time for the flu. We can help. 

Life doesn’t stop for the flu. But this serious illness can make it miserable for 
a week or more. So be prepared! Walk in anytime for a flu shot at one of our 
15 convenient primary care clinics. And remember, if someone in your family 
does get sick, our caring team will get them back on their feet in no time.

Let us be your go-to team during flu season and beyond. We’re ready to help 
and we have a single specialty: you.

Find an Olathe Medical Services clinic near you
- olathehealth.org/flu 
- 913-782-2224

40224407


