
Welcome from Mr. Katzif 
Dear New Parents and Stu-
dents: 

Welcome to California 
Trail Junior High School, 
Home of the Bulldogs! A 
smooth transition to a new 
school is very important to 
us at CT. For incoming 7th 
graders, you will read in 
this brochure about WEB, 
Where Everybody Belongs, a 
student-to-student mentor-
ing program. This has been 
a very successful program 
that has had a positive im-
pact on our school climate. 

Parent involvement is key 
to your childôs success in 
school. There are many 
opportunities for parents to 
be a partner in their childôs 
education. Parent Access, 
also mentioned in this bro-
chure, is one way to keep 
track of your childôs pro-

gress. Open House, Parent-
Teacher Conferences, read-
ing the monthly parent 
newsletter, accessing the 
CT web site,  are all ways to 
be involved and tuned in to 
our school community. 

Parent involvement oppor-
tunities also include: CT 
Parent Connections, our 
umbrella parent organiza-
tion that promotes parent 
volunteerism and leader-
ship. WATCH D.O.G.S. 
(Dads of Great Students) is 
a program for dads to help 
during the day. It has been 
received very well by par-
ents, students and staff! In 
addition, CT has a parent-
to-parent mentoring pro-
gram for parents of 7th 
graders. This  was so suc-
cessful that other junior 
highs are initiating their 

own programs, modeling 
after us! CT Site Council is 
a group that meets in the 
evening to address our Kan-
sas and District assessments 
and our school improve-
ment plan as they relate to 
instructional delivery. This 
is an important group to be 
involved in as I use Site 
Council as a sounding 
board for issues at our 
school. 

As you can tell, parents are 
welcome at CT! We always 
are creating new ways for 
parents to become partners 
with the school in helping 
enhance our school cli-
mate, to increase our 
chances for success, and to 
fulfill CTôs mission: Devel-
oping learners who are 
respectful, responsible and 
resourceful. 

Meet the Front Office Staff 
Mr. Larry Katzif, 
Principal 
katzifl@olatheschools.com 
 
Mrs. Karey Ficken, 
Assistant Principal 
kfickenct@olatheschools.com 
 
Mrs. Paige May, 
Assistant Principal 
pmayct@olatheschools.com 
 

Ms. Michele McMurry, 
Counselor 
mmcmurryct@olatheschools.com 
 
Mrs. Sue Sandbothe, 
Counselor 
ssandbothect@olatheschools.com 
 
Mrs. Janice Yonke, 
Nurse 
jyonkect@olatheschools.com 
 

Mrs. Melanie Souder, 
Guidance Office Secretary 
msouderct@olatheschools.com 
 
Mrs. Penny Gfeller 
Administrative Assistant 
pgfellerct@olatheschools.com 
 
Mrs. Alice Miller, 
Secretary 
amillerct@olatheschools.com  
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Daily Bell Schedule 

 
Hour 1 

8:00ñ8:45 
 

Hour 2 
8:50ñ9:35 

 

Hour 3 
9:40ñ10:25 

 

Hour 4 
10:30ñ11:15 

 

Hour 5 (A) 
11:20ñ12:10 

 

Hour 5 (B) 
11:20ñ12:45 

 

Hour 6 (A) 
12:15ñ1:35 

 

Hour 6 (B) 
12:50ñ1:35 

 

Hour 7 
1:40ñ2:25 

 

Bulldog Time 
2:30ñ3:00 

 
 
 

Mrs. Catherine Poindexter-
Harland, 
Secretarial Assistant 
charlandct@olatheschools.com  
 
Mrs. Jacqueline Knutson, 
Food Production Manager 
jknutsonct@olatheschools.com 
 
 
 



8th Grade * 

Binder 

Section Dividers 

Loose Leaf Paper 

Post-It Notes 

Pocket Folders 

Index Cards 

Colored Pencils 

Blue, Black and Red Ink Pens 

# 2 Pencils 

Erasers 

Scientific Calculator (it will say 
this on the packageðor ask your 
math teacher the first week of 
school) 

Highlighters 

Freshmen * 

Loose Leaf Paper 

# 2 Pencils 

Blue, Black and Red Ink Pens 

Colored Pencils 

3ò x 5ò Index Cards 

Folders, with Pockets 

3 Ring Binder 

Single Subject Spiral Notebooks 

Package of Highlighters 

 

* Additional supplies may be re-
quested by a teacher or team. 

width not ñspaghetti noodleò width; no 
undergarment should show; no stra-
pless tops; no bare midriff; when stand-
ing or sittingðthe girlôs shirt should 
meet her skirt or pants; no bare backs; 
shorts, skirts, etc. should not be too 
shortðwhen standing if the ends of a 
girlôs fingers extend past the shorts or 
skirt it is too short.  

Lost and Found is located at the south 
end of the front hallway. Small items 
(rings, etc.) are kept in the front office. 

Itemized reports of your studentôs 
lunch purchases are available upon 
request. If a student has no money on 
their lunch account they may charge an 
ñAò lunch up to three times. After the 
third time parents will be contacted.  

Newsletters are posted on-line at the 
CT website. 

Open House for 7th, 8th and 9th 
grades is Tuesday, August 25th, 2009, 
7:00-9:00 p.m. This evening gives par-
ents the opportunity to meet their stu-
dentôs teachers and hear their class-
room and course expectations. 

PE Uniforms for 7th and 8th graders 
include the CT gym t-shirt (purchased 

Backpacks are to be kept in a studentôs 
lockerðnot carried throughout the day. 

Balloon and Flower Deliveries may be 
picked up by student after school.  

Students are not to dress in clothing 
that is disruptive to the learning envi-
ronment on their birthday. 

Bulldog Time from 2:30-3:00 p.m. each 
day is set aside for clubs, presentations, 
pep assemblies and study time. 

Students are not to have cell phones 
and electronic devices on their person 
before school or during school hours. 
These items must be stored in the stu-
dentôs locker. If a student has one of 
these items it will be confiscated and 
taken to the office. Parents will be re-
quired to come to school to pick it up 
from an administrator. 

Dress Code Guidelines: Boysðpants 
may not sag below the waist, wear a belt 
if necessary; boxers or other underwear 
should not show; shirts may not be cut 
at sleeves; no tank tops-unless covered 
over by another shirt, no undershirts in 
the ñtank topò style showing. Girlsð
blouses, shirts, tops, etc. should have 
straps that are ñlasagna noodleò in 

on enrollment day or any time in the 
front office) and black gym shorts. 

Reserved Parking Spaces in the front 
(north) parking lot are for CT staff who 
make trips out of the building and need 
to return quickly. 

Student Directories may be ordered on 
Enrollment Day for $3. 

Student ID Cards are used as the lunch 
card (if student forgets card, they go to 
the back of the line), library card, activ-
ity pass (if purchased will be displayed 
with an ñAò on card) and bus pass (if 
purchased). Replacements cost $5. De-
faced cards are considered vandalism 
and must be replaced at the $5 fee. 

7th and 8th grade students are grouped 
into teams that share a group of teach-
ers who teach separate core courses and 
plan cooperatively for connections be-
tween subjects. Students belong to one 
team and will have their core classes 
with other students from that team. 

Vending Machines turn on at 3:00 p.m. 
daily for student use. 

Water Bottles filled with water may be 
carried throughout the school day. 
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Miscellaneous Information 

Bulldog Paws 



 

Welcome to CT!  We have a busy 
nurseôs office ï not to be confused with 
the ñhealth roomò for health class.  
Here are some rules and guidelines for 
students: 

Due to the policy of no cell phones 
during school hours, a student must see 
the nurse before leaving ñsickò ï stu-
dents are not to call home to be picked 
up because they do not feel well. 

Students are to request a pass to visit 
the nurse. Even during passing periods 
students should go to their next class 
and request a pass from that teacher, so 

they know where you are (in case of a 
fire or other emergency situation). 

Students are allowed to self-carry cer-
tain medications. Look under medica-
tion policies on the District website, 
www.olatheschools.com, for specifics. 

Physicals: 

Needed only for participation in 
athletics. 

Must be obtained May 1, 2009, or 
later for the 2009-2010 school 
year.  

Must be completed and signed by a 

parent, as well as the physician. 

The form can be obtained from 
the front office, the nurse or 
online at www.olatheschools.com ï 
click on sports and download the 
form or http://www.kshsaa.org/
FORMS/form-ppe.pdf . 

All students will need a pre-
participation physical on file be-
fore participating in any of the 
following basketball, cross country, 
weight training, track, volleyball, 
football, cheerleading tryouts or 
drill team tryouts. 

nation with friends. Lockers should be 
locked at all times. If you lose or forget 
your combination or have trouble with 
your locker, please come to the counsel-
orsô office. Students may store their 
coats, umbrellas, books, school supplies 
and backpacks in their locker.    

Locks are provided for band, orchestra 
and gym lockers. A fee is charged for 
lost locks. 

Each student is assigned a hallway 
locker, with a locker combination. The 
combination is printed on each stu-
dentôs schedule which is handed out on 
enrollment day.  

Parents may want to keep a copy of 
their students locker combination at 
home in case they need access to the 
locker when a student is ill. 

Students should not share their combi-

How to work your locker combination: 
1. Clear the combination to 0. 
2. Go right one time to the first num-

ber and stop. 
3. Go left to the second number 

twice. Stop on the second number 
the second time. 

4. Go right to the third number once 
and stop on the number. 

5. Lift the handle and open the 
locker. 

Notes from Nurse Yonke 

Locker Combinations 

chures about Parent Access are avail-
able in  California Trailôs front office.  

Grade Cards are issued at the end of 
each nine week period and Mid-Term 
Progress Reports during the fourth 
week of each quarter. Grades are 
handed out at Parent-Teacher Confer-
ences. Grade cards distributed at 

other times are sent home with stu-
dents. The final grade card of the 
school year is mail to the studentôs 
home address. 

If your last name ends with A-K your 
counselor is Michele McMurry. 

If your last name ends with L-Z your 
counselor is Sue Sandbothe.  

Counselorsô Corner 

Parent Access allows parents to view 
their studentôs grades, attendance, 
assignments and immunization re-
cords through a secure web connec-
tion. It also allows parents to request 
transcripts and notify the school of 
address and phone number changes. 
S i g n  u p  a t  h t t p : / /
parentaccess.olatheschools.com . Bro-
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Attendance Information 
HOMEWORK REQUESTS: After 
a student has been absent for two (2) 
full days (not a planned absence), 
assignments may be requested 
through the front office before 9:00 
a.m. Homework requested before 
9:00 a.m. will be available for pick 
up  after 3:00 p.m. that day in the 
front office. For planned absences 
students are responsible for contact-
ing their teachers regarding any 
missed work. 

MAKE-UP WORK: Students gener-
ally are given two (2) days make up 
for each day absent, unless the make-
up deadline date for an assignment 
was given prior to the studentôs ab-
sence. 

ABSENCES: When a student is 
absent, parents are asked to notify 
the school at 780-7220 before 9:00 
a.m. and inform the office of the 
reason for the absence. When no 
parent call has been received, the 
attendance secretary will attempt to 
make parent contact. If there is no 
parent contact with the front office, 
the absence will be considered unex-
cused. Notifying the teachers does 
not qualify as an excused absence.  

TARDIES: If a student arrives at 
school after 8:00 a.m. he/she must 
report to the office to receive a stu-
dent admit pass. Tardies are excused 
if parents have notified the front 
office of their studentôs lateness. 

ATTENDANCE and EXTRA-
CURRICULAR ACTIVITIES : 
Students must be in class for four (4) 
hours of the day in order to partici-
pate in athletic and other extra-
curricular activities. 

PICKING UP YOUR STUDENT: 
If you are picking your student up 
during the school day please call the 
school office to let them know what 
time you will be arriving at school. 
The office will have your student 
ready and waiting for you when you 
arrive. Parents must sign their stu-
dent out in the front office. If your 
student is returning to school, they 
may come in on their own to sign in 
without a parent. 

 


