
scientists from different 

disciplines directly have 

contributed to many break-

through cancer treatments.   

The Student Leadership 

Club took the challenge and 

set a school goal of $3000. 

Each day during our three 

week campaign, the Stu-

dent Leadership Board 

members would go into 

Bulldog classes, collect and 

count the money brought in 

by students.  After our first 

week we raised $1200. 

After week two our total was 

$2300. By the end of week 

three we had exceeded our 

goal and raised $3,460.07. 

Five of our Bulldog classes 

raised more than $150. 

Those classes will receive a 

reward for their participa-

tion. From those five, Miss 

Hatcher’s Bulldog Time 

brought in $646 and will 

receive a lunch from Olive 

Garden delivered to CT. 

Thanks to all of the students 

and families who partici-

pated in this event. Each 

penny makes a difference! 

Bake Sale for Diabetes 

When 6th graders Sami Ly-

ons and Alexandria Lupar-

dus approached Mrs. 

Zimmerli and Mrs. Rice with 

their idea of a fundraiser in 

support of the Juvenile Dia-

betes Foundation there was 

great excitement. 

―We never had students 

bring such a great idea to us 

and have all of the details 

planned out,‖ Mrs. Zimmerli 

said. 

The two students took the 

idea of a bake sale, organ-

ized all the details, got the 

word out to other students, 

and made $60. 

―It’s amazing what students 

can do when they see a 

need and want to help a 

friend,‖ Mrs. Rice said. 

Hope for Japan 

When Mrs. Gibson’s FACS 

(Family and Consumer Sci-

ence) classes learned about 

the earthquake in Japan 

and how the people were 

affected and what hap-

pened to their society, they 

discussed what it would be 

like to live through such an 

event. They talked about 

people’s wants and needs, 

and journaled what they 

would do to rebuild their life. 

The students decided they 

wanted to do something to 

help those in need, while 

practicing their sewing con-

struction skills within the 

curriculum. They thought of 

things to make and send, 

but most relief agencies 

prefer monetary contribu-

tions. So they brainstormed 

items they could sew for a 

fundraiser that would be 

sewn quickly, for little 

money, and appeal to a 

large amount of people. As 

a result students will be 

sewing tote bags and iPod/

phone cases made of can-

vas, printed with the class 

―Hope for Japan‖ logo. Mrs. 

Hackmann, FACS instructor, 

located and created all of 

the patterns the students 

will be using for this project. 

The students also obtained 

a $100 donation from Wal-

Mart for supplies. 

―I hope we can raise a large 

amount of money for the 

people of Japan. It’s really 

cool that we can practice 

our sewing skills and help 

people,‖ said Rachel Lewis, 

Focus on FACS student. 
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―I’m excited to work on this 

project and so glad that we 

can participate in helping 

Japan. I hope people will 

purchase what we make not 

for what it is, but because it 

helps people who desperately 

need it,‖ said Mia Gama, 

Technology of Sewing stu-

dent. 

The cost for the iPod case is 

$5 and the bag is $7. One 

dollar of each sale will go to 

the projected production 

cost. Any funds not used will 

be added into the final dona-

tion to the American Red 

Cross. The tote bags and 

cases will be for sale during 

lunch from Monday, April 4th, 

to Friday, April 8th. Students 

and parents also may contact 

CT’s front office before or 

after school for sales. Please 

pay with cash or a check 

made out to California Trail. 

―As a teacher, I focus so 

much on the curriculum and 

math/reading skills that it is 

easy to overlook some of the 

other issues students need to 

learn - compassion and hu-

mility,‖ Gibson said. ―I ap-

proached my class about 

using our sewing skills and 

time to help those in need. 

We worked together to think 

of agencies to contact, items 

to make, and how to encour-

age others to donate. What 

started out as a small two-

day project turned into a 

school-wide fundraiser to 

make a significant impact on 

others. More than anything, I 

was overwhelmingly proud to 

see them joyful about helping 

others.‖   

 

See photo of tote bag and 

iPod/phone case on page 9.  

 

―The President’s Council on 

Service and Civic Participa-

tion (the Council) was estab-

lished in 2003 to recognize 

the valuable contributions 

volunteers are making in our 

communities and encourage 

more people to serve. The 

Council created the Presi-

dent’s Volunteer Service 

Award program as a way to 

thank and honor Americans 

who, by their demonstrated 

commitment and example, 

inspire others to engage in 

volunteer service.‖ 

With this background infor-

mation from The President’s 

Volunteer Service Award 

website, CT became a certify-

ing organization. 

Students age  5-14 will be 

recognized for their volunteer 

efforts during a 12-month 

period. CT’s next reporting 

time will be from April 1, 

2011, to March 31, 2012. 

Awards are based on the 

number of hours volunteered: 

Bronze is 50-74; Silver is 75-

99; and Gold is 100+ hours. 

Instructions for accessing 

and using The President’s 

Service Award website for CT 

are the front office. 

Following are a few of the 

service projects CT classes 

and clubs have initiated. 

Pennies for Patients/ 

Pasta for Pennies 

This year CT students partici-

pated in a fundraiser benefit-

ing the Leukemia and Lym-

phoma Society. LLS has in-

vested more than $680 mil-

lion in research, and approxi-

mately $69 million in fiscal 

year 2009 alone. Programs 

like the Specialized Center of 

Research (SCOR), which 

brings    together    teams   of  



Dear California Trail Parents 

and Students, 

Welcome back from Spring 

Break and to the beginning 

of fourth quarter! I hope all 

students enjoyed the oppor-

tunity to either get out of 

town with family and friends 

or just relax and enjoy the 

time away from school. Cer-

tainly the weather provided 

the opportunity for various 

activities! As we begin this 

final quarter we again want 

to encourage all students to 

continue their efforts to 

achieve their individual aca-

demic goals and end the 

school year positively! It will 

not be long before we will be 

attending end-of-the year 

activities and recognitions. 

I would like to congratulate 

both students and staff for 

all the hard work in prepar-

ing for our upcoming assess-

ments. On Thursday, March 

24th, we had our black and 

gold ―kick off day‖ for the 

Kansas Reading Assess-

ments. Each team at each 

grade level planned activities 

to motivate students to do 

their best and we ended our 

day with an ―Academic Spirit 

Assembly‖ led by our Leader-

ship students and Mrs. Rice, 

instructor. By their out-

s t a n d i n g 

spirit and 

participation 

at the aca-

demic assem-

bly, the 8th 

grade class 

wo n t he 

― T r a v e l i n g 

A c a d e m i c 

Spirit Tro-

phy.‖ And, 

Justin Bieber 

has nothing 

on CT’s own 

M a r k 

VanLanding-

ham! Students were treated 

to an original music DVD that 

gave test tips and encour-

aged Bulldogs to do their 

best….just ask your student 

about the refrain of ―math 

and reading, math and read-

ing.‖ It was great. Also par-

ticipating in this video were 

students Zachary Marquess 

and Molly Taitt, with cameo 

dancing appearances fea-

tured our own math and 

reading teachers:  Mrs. Mor-

ris and Mr. Brown! We are so 

proud of the efforts and 

creativity of our students! We 

have some fun rewards 

planned in May to celebrate 

our academic efforts and 

success. 

I hope you take the opportu-

nity to attend and support 

our spring activities.  The 

talents of our students again 

will be showcased the eve-

ning of Friday, April 8th, at 

our Annual Talent Show. Our 

track team, the largest ath-

letic team at CT with about 

210 students, will begin this 

season with a 6th grade 

meet Tuesday, April 5th. Our 

thanks to coaches Mrs. 

Collins, Mr. White, Mr. 

Brown, Mr. Camp, Mrs. Dock-

ing, Mrs. Fox, Mrs. Green, 

Mr. Kelly, Mrs. Loyd and Mrs. 

Rice for their leadership with 

this healthy (and fun) spring 

activity! We also are looking 

forward to the State Science 

Olympiad competition for our 

students April 1st and 2nd. 

And, as you could tell from 

our front page story, we are 

so fortunate to have stu-

dents who have a desire to 

serve our school and com-

munity and families who 

encourage and support 

these efforts. I encourage 

your support of our most 

recent community outreach 

―HOPE FOR JAPAN‖ provided 

by our sewing classes and  

Mrs. Gibson, instructor. The 

tote bags and iPod/cell 

phone cases blend our class-

room instruction with practi-

cal application of student’s 

skills to positively impact our 

world. We are a busy school! 

As spring brings an opportu-

nity for our students to dress 

for warmer weather, your 

continued support and guid-

ance is requested in helping 

your student daily maintain 

appropriate dress for school. 

For your reference, our stan-

dards are found on page 9 of 

our student handbook.  I 

also would request that all 

students be picked up by 

3:30 p.m. daily. Unsuper-

vised students who must 

remain on campus after this 

time should wait for you in 

the front of our building 

where seating is provided.   

In closing, both students and 

parents are reminded that 

we will have continued in-

creased construction work at 

our school these last two 

months. With so many activi-

ties and events, we also will 

have an increased number 

of guests on our campus. 

Please be patient in the 

parking lot areas and role 

model the gracious hospital-

ity that is the CT community. 

And above all, help us keep 

our students safe-we are 

going to have a great spring! 

GO BULLDOGS! 

Sincerely, 

Connie Viebrock 

cviebrockct@olatheschools.com 

913.780.7220 
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To View CT’s 

Daily Announcements: 
Go to 

http://
schools.olatheschools.com/

californiatrail 
 

Click on 
Daily Announcements 
at the top of the page. 

 
 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 
 

To view the 2010-2011 
CT school calendar, go to 

http://www.olatheschools.com 
 

On the left side of the screen 
click calendars, 

at the next screen click on 
school calendars. 

From the drop-down button 
select California Trail 

under Middle then click 
on the submit button. 
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Screaming or Despicable 

Me. Refreshments will be 

available for purchase. 

The Talent Show Dress 

Rehearsal will be Wednes-

There will be a Movie 

Mixer hosted by the CT 

Cheerleaders Friday, April 

1st., from 3:10-4:30 p.m. 

For $3 you may purchase 

a ticket to Kicking & 

day, April 6th, beginning at 

3:10 p.m. 

The Drill Team Spring Show 

Dress Rehearsal will be 

Tuesday, April 26th. 
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Student Information 

 
 

Our School 

Mission Statement 

 

Developing a 

community of learners 

who are: 

Respectful, 

Responsible 

and 

Resourceful 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Our School 

Core Values 

 

Life-long Learning 

 

Relationships through 

Teamwork 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

Our School 

Belief Statements 

 

Encourage, inspire and 

believe in all students’ 

potential. 

 

A place of support for 

students, teachers, and 

the school community. 

 

Parent Information 
District Band Solo & En-

semble will be Tuesday, 

April 5th, 5::00-8:00 p.m., 

at PT. 

CT’s Talent Show will be 

Friday, April 8th, 7:00 

p.m., in the Auditorium. 

There will be NO School—

Friday, April 15th, due to a 

Professional Day. 

CT Site Council will meet 

Tuesday, April 19th, 6:30 

p.m., in the Library. 

Progress Reports will go 

home with students 

Wednesday, April 20th. 

Please ask your student to 

share theirs with you. 

Please note this change: 

Track Pictures will be taken 

THURSDAY, APRIL 22nd, 

beginning at 3:15 p.m. 

CT’s Drill Team Spring Show 

will be Friday, April 29th, in 

the Gym. 

Finals or Culminating Activ-

ity Schedule: Thursday, May 

19th—Math, Social Studies, 

PE, International Language, 

Music and Drama; Friday, 

May 20th—Science, English, 

Technology, Arts, FACS and 

SPED. 

Why is Professional Development for Teachers so Important? 

Professional development is 

one of the key ingredients 

for student success, and for 

attracting and retaining 

great teachers.  

The most recent Phi Delta 

Kappa/Gallup Poll* reports 

that while teachers in aca-

demically high-achieving 

nations such as Singapore, 

Sweden and the Nether-

lands have at least 100 

hours of professional devel-

opment annually, the aver-

age teacher in America 

spends only 14-16 hours 

per year in professional 

development. 

In the Olathe Public 

Schools, teachers regularly 

participate in 70 to 90 

hours of professional devel-

opment annually. Profes-

sional learning occurs at the 

school as well as at the 

District level. In addition to 

the professional develop-

ment days throughout the 

school calendar, the District 

also provides the annual 

three-day summer confer-

ence for teachers, study 

groups, focused training after 

school, topical training 

courses, and professional 

learning communities at each 

school. 

Research shows that teach-

ers working in professional 

learning communities:  

* assume collective responsi-

bility for student perform-

ance, 

* use student data to make 

instructional decisions, and 

* work collaboratively on 

lesson planning, delivery, and 

assessments to give each 

student a personalized ap-

proach. 

The Olathe Public Schools 

has received several awards 

in recent years for its focus 

on professional development, 

including: 

* The Distinguished Program 

in Teacher Education Award 

given by The Association of 

T e a c h e r  E d u c a t o r s /

Professional Development 

School program with Emporia 

State University (2008) 

* The Kansas Staff Develop-

ment Council Systemic Learn-

ing Award  (2008-09 school 

year)  

* The NEA-Saturn/UAW Part-

nership Awards for New 

Teacher Induction Programs 

(2007) 

* Recognized for professional 

learning by Standard & Poor’s 

School Evaluation Services 

(2005) 

* The Outstanding Profes-

sional Development Award 

from the U.S. Department of 

Educat ion (1999-2000 

school year) 

 

* A Time for Change, the 

42nd Annual Phi Delta 

Kappa/Gallup Poll of the 

Public’s Attitudes Toward the 

Public Schools 



original container. The 

District does not supply 

allergy medication and 

inhalers in school nurse 

offices. 

All students may carry over-

the-counter medications 

such as Tylenol and Motrin, 

and take them as needed. 

These do not need a doc-

tor’s note, but must be in 

their original container. 
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Parent Access 

 

Parent Access 

allows parents and 

guardians to view 

their student’s 

grades, attendance, 

assignments and 

immunization 

records through a 

secure web 

connection. 

 

It also allows 

parents and  

guardians 

to request 

transcripts and 

notify the school of 

address and phone 

number changes. 

 

Sign up at 

parentaccess. 

olatheschools.com 

Student Artwork Displayed at Capitol 

Phoebe Markley (left)  and Mary Mitchell were chosen to represent CT in an art exhibit at 

the State Capitol in Topeka. This art exhibit celebrates Youth Art Month and features art-

work from students throughout  the state of Kansas. 

Phoebe's artwork of oil and chalk pastels placed 1st in the state's middle school division. 

She is a 7th grader and was in Mrs. Wendleton’s Art I class during first semester. 

Mary's cut paper college’ artwork placed 3rd in the state's middle school division. She is an 

8th grader and during first semester was in Ms. Taylor’s Art I class. 

Congratulations to these talented artists! 

Beginning next school 

year, all students in 

grades 7, 8 and 9 are 

required to show proof of 

one dose of Tdap vac-

cine. In addition, students 

entering 7th grade next 

fall will be required to 

show proof of having 2 

doses of Varicella (Chicken 

pox) vaccine or proof of 

history of chicken pox 

disease. Information was 

handed out at February’s 

Parent-Teacher Confer-

ences and will be sent 

home again before Mon-

day, May 16th, for stu-

dents lacking one or both 

of these requirements 

according to school re-

cords. Please contact me 

with questions. A big thank 

you to those parents and 

guardians who already have 

provided this information to 

me. 

Students with spring aller-

gies and/or asthma should 

have their medications 

readily available during the 

school day, especially those 

in PE or participating in 

track. Students who need 

an inhaler at school are 

allowed to carry it with 

them, however I need a 

doctor’s order for self ad-

ministration. Over-the-

counter allergy medications 

do not need a doctor’s 

note, but must be in their 
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Track Meet Schedule 

Assessment Date Changes; Donations  

 

Advance Fee 

Payment 

 

The opportunity to 

pay fees in advance 

for next school 

year again will be 

available this sum-

mer. 

 

Information con-

cerning this early 

fee payment option 

will be mailed to 

parents of middle 

school and high 

school students in 

June. 

 

Fees for next school 

year may be paid 

online starting Mon-

day, July 11th, or in 

person at Registra-

tion Day on Tues-

day, July 26th. 

 

Dear 6th, 7th and 8th Grade 

Parents: 

Due to an inordinate num-

ber of snow days through-

out the state, the State of 

Kansas has extended the 

Reading and Math Assess-

ment window to Friday, 

May 2nd. CT will take ad-

vantage of the increased 

instructional days and 

begin testing after Spring 

Break. 

CT 6th, 7th and 8th grade 

students now will be tak-

ing the Kansas Reading 

Assessment Monday, 

March 28th through Fri-

day, April 1st.  They will 

take this test in their Lan-

guage Arts classes. The 

Kansas Math Assessment 

now will take place from 

Monday, April 11th 

through Monday, April 

18th. They will take the 

math test through their 

math class. Seventh grade 

science testing will take 

place in the science class-

room from Monday, April 

25th, through Monday, 

May 2nd. 

Because of the impor-

tance of the tests, I ask 

you to please NOT sched-

ule any appointments 

during the above days that 

would make your student 

miss class.  

What else can you do to 

help ensure that your stu-

dent does his/her best? 

Below are some helpful 

hints. 

     1. Every student needs 

a good night’s sleep. 

     2. Every student needs 

a healthy breakfast. 

     3. Pack your student a 

nutritious snack that          

can be eaten at lunch or in 

the afternoon during a 

passing period. 

     4. Every student should 

dress comfortably, but          

still within the school’s 

dress code. 

     5. Every student who 

wears glasses or contacts          

needs them for the test. 

Concentrating on a screen   

for an hour can be tiring to 

anyone’s eyes, but           

especially to someone 

squinting to read the          

screen.  

We still need your help. 

We would like to provide 

each student testing with 

a nutritious snack prior to 

the assessment. Everyone 

can help and this will 

really off set cost for CT. 

Here is what we need from 

parents at any time from 

now until the end of April. 

There are 934 students 

taking three sessions of 

tests for reading and 934 

students taking three ses-

sions of test for math. To 

give each student a snack, 

a nutritional boost, with 

this test we need a total of 

5,604 snacks. Whew. We 

really appreciate your 

help. 

By grade level these are 

the snacks we would like 

for your to bring into the 

Front Office: 

6th Grade—granola bars. 

7th Grade—snack-size 

crackers, like Cheez-Its. 

8th Grade—cheese or peanut 

butter crackers. 

If each family donates the 

above items needed, we 

should have plenty for our 

students. 

Thanks so much for your 

support, especially to 

those families who already 

have donated items. 

Karey Ficken 

Assistant Principal 

 

6th—Tuesday, April 5th, 

3:30 p.m., at CT vs. CST 

and IT. 

7th/8th—Thursday, April 

7th, 3:30 p.m., at CST. 

7th/8th—Tuesday, April 

12th, at CT vs. OT. 

6th—Wednesday, April 

13th, 3:30 p.m., at FT vs. 

CT and OT. 

7th/8th—Thursday, April 

14th, 3:30 p.m., at SFT. 

7th/8th—Tuesday, April 

19th, 3:30 p.m., at CT vs. 

FT. 

6th—Wednesday, April 

20th, 3:30 p.m., at SFT vs. 

CT and PRT. 

7th/8th—Tuesday, April 

26th, 3:30 p.m., at MT. 

6th City—Thursday, April 

28th, 2:00 p.m., at ODAC. 

6th City Rainout Date—

Friday, April 29th, 2:00 

p.m., at ODAC. 

7th/8th—Monday, May 

2nd, 3:30 p.m., at PT. 

7th/8th City—Thursday, 

May 5th, 2:00 p.m., at 

ODAC. 

7th/8th City Rainout 

Date—Friday, May 6th, 

2:00 p.m., at ODAC. 



BOYS’ BASKETBALL 

(Gym and MPR) 

Coaches: 

Chris Tracy and 

Anthony Ruiz 

 

4th, 5th, 6th 

July 11—July 14 

12:00—1:30 p.m. 

 

7th, 8th 

July 11—July 14 

2:00—4:00 p.m. 

 

5th ANNUAL 

BOYS’ and GIRLS’  

SPEED & AGILITY CAMP 

(Track) 

Coach: Adam Kelly 

 

5th, 6th, 7th, 8th 

May 31—June 16 

(Monday –Thursday; 

no Fridays) 

7:00—8:00 a.m. 

 

 

 

 

GIRLS’ SUMMER 

VOLLEYBALL CAMP 

(Gym and MPR) 

Coaches: 

Maggie Collins and 

Michelle Green 

 

4th, 5th, 6th 

June 6—June 9 

10:30 a.m.—12:00 p.m. 

 

7th, 8th 

June 6—June 9 

8:00—10:00 a.m. 

 

GIRLS’ SUMMER 

BASKETBALL CAMP 

(Gym and MPR) 

Coaches: 

Maggie Collins and 

Michelle Green 

 

4th, 5th, 6th 

June 6—June 9 

3:30—5:00 p.m. 

 

7th, 8th 

June 6—June 9 

1:00—3:00 p.m. 

FOOTBALL CAMP 

(Football Field) 

Coaches: 

Anthony Ruiz 

Greg White 

Justin Camp 

Chris Tracy 

Russ Hinke 

Brett Mowry 

 

7th, 8th 

June 6—June 9 

8:00—10:00 a.m. 

 

Camp information and 

registration forms are 

available in CT’s Front 

Office. 

Before students are eligi-

ble to participate in any 

camps, they must have a 

physical on file in the 

Nurse’s Office. The physi-

cal must be dated on or 

after May 1, 2011. 
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Sports Summer Camp Schedules 
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Dance Team 

Camp 
 

Coach: 

Lisa Mansfield 
 

Dates: 

Monday, June 13th 

 through 

Thursday, June 16th 
 

Time: 

7:00 a.m. 

to 

5:00 p.m. 
 

Location: 

CT Gym & MPR 

 

Cheer Team 

Camp 
 

Coach: 

Amber LImkemann 
 

Dates: 

Tuesday, July 5 

through 

Thursday, July 7th 
 

Time: 

8:00 a.m. 

to 

8:00 p.m. 
 

Location: 

CT Gym & MPR 

Incoming Bulldog Information 

Monday, April 11th 

6:30 p.m. 

CT Auditorium 

5th Grade Parent Meeting 

Regency Place 

 

Thursday, April 14th 

6:30 p.m. 

CT Auditorium 

5th Grade Parent Meeting 

Heatherstone 

Thursday, April 21st 

6:30 p.m. 

CT Auditorium 

5th Grade Parent Meeting  

Bentwood 

 

Tuesday, April 26th 

6:30 p.m. 

CT Auditorium 

5th Grade Parent Meeting 

Pleasant Ridge 

Thursday, May 5th 

9:00 a.m. 

Heatherstone and 

Regency Place 

5th Graders visit CT 

 

Thursday, May 12th 

9:00 a.m. 

Bentwood and 

Pleasant Ridge  

5th Graders visit CT 
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Math Competition Results 

 

 

April Is Change Our 

Community Month  

 

Café 233 wants to 

continue helping fami-

lies in the District who 

participate in reduced 

or paid lunches and 

are struggling during 

these economic times. 

 

Again this year Café 

233 will place a jar in 

the cafeteria for dona-

tion collection during 

April. After receiving 

donations Food Ser-

vices will place all of 

the money collected at 

CT into CT’s ―Families 

in Need‖ account.  

Families who are in 

need of extra help to 

temporarily pay for 

reduced or paid 

lunches may contact 

Mrs. Viebrock. 

 

Café 233’s goal is for 

CT to have this be an 

on-going account 

where donations may 

be made at anytime. 

This is a great oppor-

tunity for CT to be 

involved in helping our 

community.   

 

 

Myth-Busting Weblink 

A new feature can be found 

on the District website 

(www.olatheschools.com) 

called ―Myth Busting.‖ The 

purpose is to provide accu-

rect those myths as we 

hear about them. Check it 

out! 

~ The Source 

rate information with re-

gards to ―myths‖ or rumors 

concerning the District or 

public education in Kansas. 

The District will try to cor-

The Kansas City Association 

of Teachers of Mathematics  

Competition took place 

Saturday, February 26th, at 

OEHS. 

―Congratulations to the 

following students for their 

outstanding performance,‖ 

said Mary Roswurm, spon-

sor. 

6th Grade: Zak Kulphong-

patana—four first place 

medals and second overall 

in the 6th Grade Division; 

and Brock Kaufmann—2 

medals. 

7th Grade: Shannon Tho— 3 

medals; Carlie Rakkaew—3 

medals; Ruchi Goyal—2 

medals; Alicia Gupta—4 

medals; Namita Kulkarni—4 

medals; Darshika Desai—1 

medal; David Lie-tjauw—2 

medals; Joshua Ng—1 

medal; William Liu—-4 med-

als.  William also placed 5th 

among all 7th graders. 

Other 7th graders also com-

peting for CT were Tony 

Cheng and Disha Kuchangi. 

8 t h  G r a d e :  M e g a n 

Petheram—4 first place 

medals; and Greg Bixler—-1 

first place medal, 3 addi-

tional medals and 5th place 

overall among 8th graders. 

The mathletics team of 

William Liu, Greg Bixler and 

Megan Petheram also took 

2nd place overall. 

The State Math Counts 

Competition took place 

Saturday, March 5th, in 

Salina. 

Eighth grader Greg Bixler 

took 11th place at the com-

petition. From out of almost 

80 competitors, Greg was in 

the top 15%. 

―Congratulations Greg on a 

g r e a t  t o u r n a m e n t , ‖ 

Roswurm said.  

No Snow Makeup Days for Middle Schools 

There will be no need to 

change the middle school 

calendar to make up for 

snow days this year. The 

District has had to cancel 

school six times due to 

inclement weather. How-

ever, if there are no more 

snow days, elementary and 

middle school students will 

have enough time to meet 

the state required mini-

mum. High schools will 

have to make up some 

time. High school parents 

have been notified by their 

school principals about the 

altered schedule. 

NOTE: The additional min-

utes at the end of the high 

school day may affect mid-

dle school students who are 

picked up after school by 

high school siblings. 

~Board of Education Meet-

ing, March 3, 2011 

Participants display their Math Counts medals and awards. 



Seidl and Jeffery Song (11th 

place, tied); and Disha Ku-

changi (34th place, tied). 

After earning his fourth 

straight Kansas State 

Champion title, Tony was 

selected as the Tournament 

of Champions representa-

tive for Kansas and will 

compete in Orlando this 

summer at the US 

Open. Tony and Zachary 

Schuh both received Kan-

sas All Star Honors by the 

Kansas Scholastic Chess 

Association for their individ-

ual performances through-

out the 2010-2011 season. 

Earlier in the month the 

team took part in the Prairie 

The CT chess team ended 

their outstanding season 

during Spring Break by 

winning the Kansas State 

Championship in Wichita. 

The team competed 

against 90 other students 

from Kansas and the team 

scored 20.5 points out of a 

possible 24. CT’s margin of 

victory was the largest at 

the Kansas State Champi-

onships in the last three 

years.   

Members of the State 

Championship Team are: 

Tony Cheng (1st place – 

State Champion); William 

Liu (2nd place); Zachary 

Schuh (3rd place, tied); Alan 

Park Chess Tournament in 

Lawrence. Following are 

the results of that compe-

tition: K-12 Section (38 

players) - 1st place - Zach-

ary Schuh and 7th place – 

Tony Cheng. 

Other members competing 

were Alan Seidl, Jeffrey 

Song and Disha Kuchangi. 

The CT team took 1st 

place in the K-12 Section 

out of nine teams. 

Congratulations to all the 

students who competed 

this year. We look forward 

to continued success at 

Nationals in May! 
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Chess Team Takes Home State Championship 
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Needed in the Art 

Department 
 

As you are doing your 

Spring Cleaning, 

please remember the 

Art  Department 

would love to have 

the following : 

 

blow dryers 

 

scrap ribbons, but-

tons trim, etc. 

 

scrapbooking paper 

 

egg cartons 

 

wire 

 

Thank you from 

 Ms. Taylor and  

 Mrs. Wendleton 

 

The State Chess Cham-

pion Team includes (back 

row, from left) Tony Cheng, 

7th grade;  Zachary 

Schuh, 6th grade; (front 

row, from left) Jeffrey 

Song, 6th grade; William 

Liu, 7th grade; Disha Ku-

changi, 7th grade; and 

Alan Seidl, 6th grade. 

Their trophy is on display 

in CT’s front office. 

OE Class of 2015 T-shirt Contest 
OE is asking for help from 

all 8th graders who will be 

attending East in the fall. 

In order to receive an OE 

class t-shirt on their first 

day of high school, a de-

sign has to be created.* 

OE invites each 8th grader 

who will attend East to 

enter the OE T-shirt design 

contest.  

T-shirt designs are due in 

CT’s front office Tuesday, 

April 5th, by 3:00 p.m. 

All CT, PT and FT 8th grad-

ers who will attend OE will 

have the opportunity to vote 

on the submitted designs.  

The creator of the winning 

design will be awarded an 

AMC gift card during the 

first week of reporting to 

high school. 

Following are the contest 

guidelines: designer MUST 

be a current 8th grader who 

will be attending OE in 

2011-2012; design must fit 

on an 8 1/2 x 11 piece of 

paper; design will go on the 

front side of an orange t-

shirt and only can be one 

color which will be navy 

blue; the back of the t-shirt 

will have ―Class of 2015‖ 

on it; when turning in the 

design, please write your 

name on the back along 

with the name of your 

middle school. 

To find out more informa-

tion, students may pick up 

a flyer in CT’s front office 

or from an art teacher. 
 

* Please Note: If the finan-

cial means are not present 

for t-shirt production, the t-

shirt will not go to print. 
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2011-2012 WEB Leader Information 

Student Safety Tips 
 

Students need to be 

reminded there are 

several safety precau-

tions to be aware of 

and consciously exer-

cise when walking to 

and from school and 

when at play. 

1. Never walk/play 

alone even if it is day-

light and not after 

dark. 2. Never ap-

proach a strange vehi-

cle. Always be aware 

of who occupies a 

vehicle before ap-

proaching it. 3. Always 

be alert and aware of 

your surroundings. 4. 

If a stranger ap-

proaches or tries to 

get you to come to 

them, run away and 

yell, ―I don’t know you, 

get away from me.‖ 5. 

If you are threatened 

in any way and have a 

cell phone, get to a 

safe place and dial 9-

1-1. After calling the 

police stay put, call 

your parent/guardian 

and await help. 

WEB (Where Everybody 

Belongs) is a school transi-

tion program that welcomes 

6th graders and makes 

them comfortable through-

out the first year of their 

middle school experience. 

Built on the belief that stu-

dents want to and can help 

other students succeed, the 

WEB middle school transi-

tion program trains member 

of the 8th grade class to be 

WEB leaders. 

As positive role models, 

WEB Leaders are motiva-

tors, leaders and teachers 

who guide 6th graders to 

discover what it takes to be 

successful in middle school. 

This student-led mentorship 

program pairs WEB Leaders 

with a small group of 6th 

graders throughout the 

school year. 

WEB provides a variety of 

both academic and social 

activities throughout the 

year. WEB’s goal is to pro-

vide a structure in which 

students make real connec-

tions with each other. 

Current WEB sponsors are 

Mrs. Rice, 8th grade Lan-

guage Arts teacher; Ms. 

Haverkamp and Mrs. 

Staines, 6th grade Lan-

guage Arts teachers. 

Current WEB Leader Brad-

ley Krull would encourage 

students to apply. 

―I liked WEB because it was 

helpful to have someone be 

there for your first day.,‖ 

Krull said. ― I know that it 

helped me when I started 

here.‖ 

Sponsors will meet in the 

Auditorium with potential 

WEB Leaders on Monday, 

April 4th, during Bulldog 

Time. Students will have the 

opportunity to learn more 

about the duties of a WEB 

Leader and to have any 

questions they might have 

answered. WEB Leader 

applications also will be 

handed out at the meeting. 

Applications will be due 

Monday, April 18th. Please 

turn them in to Mrs. Rice in 

Room 117. Interviews will 

take place the week of 

Monday, April 25th. 

―WEB is a wonderful pro-

gram that gives our 8th 

graders an opportunity to 

be leaders and it allows our 

new students to know a 

familiar face on the first day 

of school,‖ Rice said. ―It has 

been a lot of fun working 

with all of the students 

through the year and I can't 

wait to start working with 

our next group of WEB 

Leaders this spring!‖ 

 

 

Pictured at right are the tote bag 

and i-Pod/phone case CT’s FACS 

students are making in support of 

the victims of Japan’s earthquake. 

The bag sells for $7 and the case 

$5. These items will be sold during 

lunch from Monday, April 4th, to 

Friday, April 8th. 

 

See related article on page 1 of 

this newsletter. 

FACS Students Help After Earthquake 



Textbook Scanning 

 

Students will be scanning in all of their textbooks on 

Friday, May 20th, after the completion of finals. 

 

A reminder to parents/guardians that any textbook 

not scanned will be shown on the District list as lost, 

with the need to be 

replaced. The Dis-

trict will send out 

payment notices for 

these textbooks dur-

ing July. These no-

tices must be paid 

PRIOR to being able 

to use a credit card 

to pay enrollment 

fees on-line. 

 

Please help your 

student locate mis-

placed books in 

preparation for text-

book scanning in 

May. 

13775 West 133rd Street 

Olathe, KS  66062-6229 

 

Phone: 913-780-7220 

California Trail Middle School 

Rylie Lindig, McKenzie 

Mason, Sarah Schmidt, 

Leslie Twillman and Hailey 

Young. 

―We had a lot of girls try 

out this year and were 

excited to see the num-

bers, but it was a difficult 

decision to determine the 

team,‖ Coach Limkemann 

said. ―We have lots 

planned and are looking 

forward to a great year. 

Thanks to everyone for 

their support of cheer.‖ 

The 2011-2012 Gold 

Dusters are: Lauren 

Bishop, Erika Boohar, 

Michaela Brown, Rachel 

Byerley, Hannah Cruise, 

Amy Du, Darby Gertseman, 

Jasmine Gray, Haley Hola-

day, Heather Kolb, Kathe-

rine Lacy, Emily Mauer, 

Kaylie McCune, Jordan 

Meier, Andrea Metzger, 

Adrianna Milford, Alexis 

Pearce, Lexi Pickert, Mal-

lory Pittman, Carlie Rak-

kaew, Abigail Sigler and 

Lauren Westervelt. 

"I am really excited about 

the 2011-2012 team - it is 

a great group of girls!" said 

Coach Mansfield. 

Cheer, Gold Duster Teams Announced 

Please notify your building secretary or principal if 
you need a sign language interpreter for a school 
sponsored event. Please call at least 5 days in 
advance to request an interpreter. It 
may not be possible to  satisfy last 
minute interpreter requests. Notify  the 
building as  soon as you know if  you 
must cancel.  

We’re on the Web! 

http://schools.olatheschools.com/californiatrail/ 

Notice of Non-Discrimination: It is the policy of Olathe USD 233 not to discriminate on the basis of race, color, age, national origin, sex, 

handicap or disability in its programs and activities as required by Title IX of the Education Amendments of 1972 and Section 504 of the 

Rehabilitation Act of 1973. Inquiries regarding compliance with Title IX may be directed to Staff Counsel, 14160 Black Bob Road, 

Olathe, KS 66063-2000, phone 913-780-7000. Inquiries regarding compliance with Section 504 may be directed to the Executive Di-

rector of Special Services at 913-780-7024. Interested persons including those with impaired vision or hearing, also can obtain informa-

tion as to the existence and location of services, activities and facilities that are assessable to and usable by disabled persons by calling 

the Executive Director of Special Services.   

REMINDER . . . 

The Olathe School District 
r e m i n d s  p a r -
ents/guardians: Students 
who are ill  (fever of 
100 degree F or 
higher) must stay 
home from school 
until they are fever 
free for 24 hours 
without the use of 
medication. The symp-
toms most indicative of 
H1N1 are fever with sore 
throat  and/or cough. 

After four clinic days, the 

Cheer Squad and Gold 

Dusters Try-Outs took place 

Friday, March 11th. 

The 2011-2012 7th Grade 

Cheer Squad includes: Bry-

lee Andersen, Courtney 

Bachelor, Adrienne Clark, 

Casey Gardner, McAuley 

Hollis, Abby Lacy, Annalisa 

Rowe, Emily Sanders and 

Kelsey Schwisow. 

The 2011-2012 8th Grade 

Cheer Squad members are: 

G iovanna  Borch ard t , 

Manuela Gonzalez, Bridget 

Kalicki, Emily Kennedy, 


