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Principally Speaking...
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Kansas Assessment Results: We

Enjoy the beginning of Fall!
Educationally Yours,

Amy Hercules

PTO WALK ATHON

Thank you for your tremendous support of our Walk A Thon fundraiser. We
are excited with the level of student participation and nearly reaching our goal
with a grand total of $13,000!

We were so successful because of a number of people and their commitment
to our school. We would like to say a big thank you to the staff members that
shared their awesome ideas: Jennifer Howey, Tessa Whitaker, Misty Lambeth,
and Matt Koskela. We also wanted to let all the staff who helped out at the
event know how much these means to our families!

A big shout out also goes to Kat and Clyde, our tireless and very flexible custo-
dians.

We also wanted to acknowledge all the parents who helped bake goodies for
our bake sale, helped your kids with their pledge packets, volunteered at our
event, and donated an item!

Together we can accomplish great things and create wonderful memories!




_

Attendance at a Glance

If a student must miss or be late to school, parents are requested to call the school office by 9:00 a.m. on each day of
absence. Calls placed prior to 8:00 a.m. will be recorded by the voicemail attendance line. Failing to report a child out of
school may classify the absence as “unexcused.” Students absent from school for medical appointments are asked
to bring a doctor’s excuse for our school records in order to excuse the absence. Only the Principal may officially
“excuse” an absence.

If we do not receive a call reporting a student’s absence, by law, we must contact you to make sure the child is safe!
Compulsory attendance laws require that accumulated unexcused absences of 3 consecutive days, 5 days in any se-
mester, or 7 days in any school year will be classified as a child who is not attending school and may be reported to au-
thorities for truancy. And at Countryside Elementary, every third tardy to school will be converted to an unexcused
absence. Please make attending school a priority in your house. At the conclusion of each quarter and at the end of
the year, students will be recognized for good attendance habits!

WATCH DOG DAD'’S REGISTRATION

Email

cswatchdogs@yahoo.com

Lunch Account Info

You can make payments to your child’s lunch account via Internet by
connecting to www.olatheschools.com and following the Pay
Fees Online link to the Food Service program. You will need your
child’s school identification number (found on the label of the May
report card) or you can call the office for this number. Paying lunch
accounts online also gives you the option of receiving a weekly
email with balance information ... a great tool for parents who love
their email connections! Food Production has raised the price of
adult lunches to $2.90. Any visitor eating lunch at school should GOING GREEN!
inform the office no later than 9:00 am on that day, as we order our
quantities of food for same day delivery for the meal times.

Countryside has a recycle bin in
the side parking lot for recycling

Students from families whose income is below designated
paper products. You can recycle

levels based on the Federal Income Guidelines may be

eligible for free or reduced school meals. Foster children, all your old newspapers, maga-
or children who benefit from food stamps may also qualify zines, shopping catalogs, office
for assistance. To determine if a family qualifies, a new papers, as well as junk mail!!

application must be completed for 09-10. Applications This recycling program is a free

must be renewed each school year—they do not automati-
cally carry over! All applications approved last year ex-
pired on September 15th. Please take action to protect
your eligibility if you received this valuable support last
school year! Applications for 09-10 were placed in your every week. Thanks for support-
enrollment folder; and are also available in the school of- ing our school.

fice, or by contacting 780-7005.

way for us to earn money and
needs no financial commitment
from you-just bring us your paper




EARLY ARRIVING STUDENTS

Since school officially begins at 8:20 a.m., students should arrive between 8:00-8:15 a.m.. There are no
staff members on duty to supervise students until 8:00 a.m., please help your child not to arrive prior to
8:00 am..

No Child Left Behind

The federal education law, called “No Child Left Behind ,” requires school districts to make information avail-
able to parents about teacher qualifications. We are proud to inform our parents that all teachers in CS class-
rooms meet the state’s requirements for certification, which includes a bachelor’s degree in education.

Our district also provides research-based professional development training throughout the year. This gives
our teachers many opportunities to learn and practice the most effective teaching methods for their subject
and grade level. In 1999, our district was one of four districts nationwide honored by the U.S. Department of
Education for exemplary professional development and training.

In the event that a substitute teacher is required for your child’s class, we want to reassure you that all of our
district substitutes are highly qualified and meet state certification requirements.

Nominate a Countryside Teacher

For the Educator Excellence Award

Do you want to recognize an outstanding Countryside teacher? The Olathe District

School Foundation's Educator Excellence Award is given to teachers who demonstrate

teaching excellence and positively represent their fellow educators. Educator Excel-
lence recipients receive a $500 unrestricted grant and publicity in local media. Requirements for
nomination include letters from a parent, a fellow educator, and a current student. The letters should
include details about interaction with the student and parents, interaction with fellow district staff,
and the positive impact on students and their learning environment.

What is the Olathe Public Schools Foundation?

The OPSF, founded in 1997 is a non-profit, volunteer-based organization providing grants, scholarships and re-
wards for the teachers and students of our district.

How can OPSF help your school?

Nominate a teacher!! You can encourage and award excellence in education by nominating a teacher in your
school who demonstrates teaching excellence. You'll find the form at www.olatheschools.com/foundation. The
Educator Excellence recipient is chosen monthly and receives a $500 unrestricted grant!

Call 780-7878 for more information.




Halloween Activities:

Costumes — Your cooperation is requested in guiding your children’s selection of Halloween costumes
and accessories. Please do not send your child to school with costumes depicting violence in
any manner. NO COLORED HAIR SPRAY IS ALLOWED TO BE APPLIED AT SCHOOL. Thank you
in advance for your support and cooperation.

Parades & Parties: Friday, Oct. 30th — Parade: 2:15 pm, K-6; Parties: 2:30-3:30 pm K-6.

Please end the activities on time in order for the students and staff to make preparations for an or-
derly dismissal, as well as to relieve the end-of-day commotion and the parking congestion.

KCPT, Blue Cross Blue Shield, and Countryside!

KCPT recently filmed at Countryside focusing on the benefits of physical activity during the school! We
are excited to announce the upcoming presentations on :

Thursday, October 15  9pm Sunday, October 18 6pm
Monday, October 19 2pm & 10pm

Welcome Ms Buck!

Hello! My name is Michelle Buck, and | am the new Administrative Intern at Countryside!

Countryside Families

Let me tell you a little bit about myself. | am a proud graduate of Olathe schools. | started attending
school in Olathe in elementary school. | attended the University of Missouri for my bachelors degree
in education and the University of Kansas for my Masters in Educational Leadership. | have worked
for the district for 8 years. My background is in teaching and leadership. | have had experience
teaching Kindergarten, 5th, and 6th grades.

Countryside has a large population of students. As a result, | will be assisting Mrs. Hercules with all
her many duties this year. | will also be providing support at Regency Place and Manchester Park, so |
will only be here every third week. | am so excited to be a part of such an AWESOME school! Country-
side ROCKS!

Sincerely,
Michelle Buck
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\ ) )/r" VOLUNTEERS MAKE A DIFFERENCE
\
- :*\: The Olathe School District promotes volunteers in our schools. A district policy re-
e =\ quires ALL parent volunteers assisting staff at Countryside to complete an application.

~ )} l Volunteers will still need to sign in and wear a special visitor’s sticker while in the
school. Please remember that regardless of why you are visiting Countryside,

EVERYONE IS REQUIRED TO CHECK IN THE OFFICE.

We ask that all parents follow this policy for the protection and safety of our children. If you need to see
or drop off something for your child, please let us know and we will call them from class or take items to
them when it is not disrupting classroom instruction. | would like to also ask that if you need to speak
with a teacher during the school day to call and make an appointment that is convenient for you and the
teacher and not interrupt teaching time. | appreciate your cooperation in this matter.

New Web Site for Education News

Are you interested in finding out what other districts are doing? A new website, supported
by Johnson County Community College, links all six public school districts in Johnson
County, with the latest news in education.

Go to www.jocoeducation.org for news, feature stories, and photos about education lo-
cally, and the latest national education stories. An education “Story of the Day” will in-
clude Math Mondays, local assessment scores, legislative updates, and much more of interest to parents.

The web site pulls stories, photos and calendar events from each of the district’s web sites. Links to the six
Johnson County school districts and JCCC can be found in the top right hand corner of the Web Site. Take a
look and let us know what you think! If you have comments or suggestions, or a story you'd like to have told,
please contact the site editor, Melodee Blobaum at mblobaul@jccc.edu.




Art from the
Cart
ART ROCKS!

Amy Hercules, Principal

aberculescs@olatheschools.com

Countryside Elementary
15800 W 124th Ter
Olathe, KS 66062

Phone: 913.780.7390
Fax: 913.780.7395

We are on the Web!

http://schools.olatheschools.com/
countryside/

PTO NEWSI!II

Harvest Parties are just around the corner! Here's how to make the celebration perfect:
-Ask your classroom teacher what you can do! Most teachers still are in need of party supplies and party helpers.
- If you still haven't turned in your $3 party money to help defer supply costs or you are a new student and haven't had the chance to do
this yet, please send $3 in an envelope marked PARTY MONEY to your teacher as soon as you can.

What is PTO Food Night at Celebrity's? On the second Friday night of the month, Celebrity's Restaurant located in the Target parking
lot at 119th and Blackbob, Celebrity’s gives PTO a percentage of all their proceeds for the evening! We encourage families to have a
no-mess-kitchen night and eat at Celebrity's on the nights listed in your school calendar. If you save your receipt and turn it into school
the following Monday, you can be in a drawing for a Celebrity's gift card!

See you at Celebrity's Nov. 14, Dec. 12, Jan. 9, Feb. 13, Mar. 13, Apr. 10, and May 8.

What are PTO meetings? PTO stands for Parent Teacher Organization. The first Tuesday of the month is a great time for you to come
to school and have your voice heard! PTO gets to take care of Countryside's fun events, such as room parties, the Walk-a-thon, Holi-
day Mart, Fun Fair with Chris Cakes, and more. Come to the library from 7-8 pm while your children play supervised in the gym!

Each month a different grade level's teachers will be attending our meeting. These teachers will be featuring something new their stu-
dents have learned or some new technology they implement in the classroom. Come see Countryside's "Showcases of Success"

each month!

Nov - 1st grade projects
Dec- Kinder songs and fingerplays
Jan 5th grade using palms
Feb - 2nd grade using clickers
Mar- 3rd grade math games
April- PE cup stacking

May- 4th grade endangered species




