
 

Soaring Above and Beyond! 

Meeting the needs of students might sound a little cliché, but the prac-
tices and programs centered on this concept are making marked improvements 
in the lives of students at Fairview Elementary School. And the efforts of stu-
dents, staff and parents in the Fairview Elementary community are not going 
unnoticed. 

The National Title I Association, a national association of state Title I 
directors, recently named Fairview Elementary as a Title I Distinguished 
School. The association will recognize almost 100 winning school officials, in-
cluding third-year Fairview Principal Brent Yeager, at the group’s national con-
vention Jan. 21-24 in Washington, D.C. Over 52,000 schools were eligible for 
this award and only 50 received it for closing the achievement gap.  

Yeager, who has been involved in education for nine years and the last 
three with Olathe District Schools, said he was ecstatic when he learned about 
the award from Superintendent Pat All. 

“It is a great honor to be chosen, especially when we consider all of the 
amazing Title I schools in Olathe making a difference every day,” Yeager said. 

Approximately 370 students attend Fairview Elementary. Seventy per-
cent of those students are on free or reduced lunches, 40 percent are His-
panic, 45 percent are ELL (English Language Learners) and 10 percent are 
African-American. 

In selecting distinguished schools, the National Title I Association looks 
at state assessment data for the previous two years to determine schools that 
have significantly closed the achievement gap between student groups. Fair-
view Elementary’s growth in the Kansas Reading Assessment test scores in-
creased 12.4 percent for all students from 2007-2009. In that same timeframe 
for the same test, the free/reduced lunch subgroup student scores improved 
20.2 percent while the ELL subgroup student scores were up 23.2 percent fol-
lowed by the Hispanic subgroup student scores increasing 19.1 percent. 

On the Kansas Math Assessment tests from 2007-2009, the Fairview 
Elementary growth for all students was 12.2 percent (17.5 percent growth for 
the free/reduced lunch subgroup; 29 percent growth for the ELL subgroup and 
27.1 percent growth for the Hispanic subgroup). 

For the Kansas Writing Assessment test from 2007-2009, the Fairview 
Elementary growth for all students was 41.5 percent. The state administers this 
test every other year. Additionally, the Fairview Elementary growth for all stu-
dents on the Kansas Science Assessment tests from 2008-2009 was 10.1 per-
cent. 

“This award verifies that the Fairview Elementary community is working 
well as a team to help our students succeed,” Yeager said. “Our steps that we 
set in place to implement the district curriculum, engage our students in learn-
ing and provide resources for all of our students have been successful.” 

 
~Adapted from Olathe District School’s Press Release  
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Soaring Above and Beyond! 

RECESS TIME: 
 
Children enjoy recess time during the day. All 
children are expected to go outside. If it is un-
usually wet or cold, recess will be short or held 
inside. Please make sure your child has the 
proper clothing for recess during colder weather. 
 
DISTRICT RECESS GUIDELINES:  
10 degrees or below—Indoor Recess 
11-19 degrees—Limited Recess 
20 degrees or above—Outdoor Recess 
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����In 2008, the Kansas Legislature authorized expanding eligibility 
for individuals to qualify for HealthWave 21 or the State Chil-
dren’s Health Insurance Program (SCHIP). 
 
Beginning January 1, 2010, individuals 
whose income is less than or equal to 
250% of the Federal Poverty Level 
(FPL) of 2008 will become eligible. 
Each year, the FLP is raised to reflect 
the current economic situation. Thus, 
the actual percentage of eligibility is 
241% of FPL. 
 
However, if you know of someone who 
does not have health insurance for their children and did not 
qualify before, they may now be eligible. Have them fill out and 
submit a Kansas HealthWave application to see if they qualify 
for health coverage. You can contact the HealthWave Clearing-
house at 1-800-792-4884.  Also, HealthWave application tips are 
available on the HealthWave website.  
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On Nov. 19, the Board of Education held a special m eeting to discuss the state’s current economic 
situation and its potential impact on school fundin g. Since last year, the state has cut school fund-
ing by a total of $153 per student, a loss of milli ons of dollars to our district. This is in addition  to 
the loss of $5.4 million with the expiration last D ecember of the Johnson County Education Sales 
Tax. We currently face the loss of an      addition al $6 million in state funding this school year. 
 
What is at stake for our district? Our community ha s a history of support for quality education. 
Our ACT scores, Kansas Assessment scores, and gradu ation rate are at their highest levels ever. 
We’ve demonstrated that investment in public educat ion in our community is a wise investment. 
 
However, these results will not continue indefinite ly when funding is withdrawn. Already we have 
cut nearly 200 positions, even as our enrollment co ntinues to grow. Quality education is a major 
factor in quality of life in our community. Quality  education is also a potent economic driver, as 
businesses choose to locate and stay in a community  with a well-educated work force, offering a 
quality education for their employees’ children. 
 
A decline in support for quality education has impl ications far beyond the classroom. Our Board of 
Education will be looking for ways to avoid the kin d of deep funding cuts that could negatively af-
fect our students. This could possibly include some  local tax measures to minimize the impact on 
students. I ask for your support for the Board as i t works through these challenging issues. I also 
encourage you to use the district Web site “School Funding Updates” button to keep informed on 
this important topic. 

Parents – You may want to clip this article and 
stick it on your refrigerator. 

  IN CASE OF BAD WEATHER…  
Snow Line: 780-8000 

If school is cancelled due to snow or bad weather, the 
information will be available on the District Information 

Line (780-8000); on the District Web site: 
www.olatheschools.com and through local television and 

radio stations. 
If Bad Weather Occurs During the School Day: 

It is our district’s policy NOT to dismiss students early due 
to bad weather. We must be mindful of such safety issues as 
transportation, particularly for those students who normally 

ride the bus or are driven to and from school; lack of 
supervision at home because of an unscheduled dismissal; 

and the uncertainty of sending children away from a 
protected school environment and out into hazardous 

weather conditions. 
If Bad Weather Occurs At Dismissal Time: 

Sometimes bad weather, such as an electrical storm, will 
occur right at dismissal time. If that happens, we will delay 

dismissal until the area is safe. Parents are welcome to  
checkout their child if they desire. 
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