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Dear Green Springs Families: 
 
As we celebrate the arrival of spring, those of us here at school are beginning to plan 
transitions from one school year to the next.  One of the many preparation items for 
transitioning between school years is the drafting of future class lists as students move up 
to the next grade level.  While it is a bit early to work on this in the month of April, it is 
quite common for the staff to begin this process by May.  As such, I am inviting parents 
who wish to provide input into classroom placements for the next school year to do so in 
writing.  Parents should be aware that placements for students are not finalized until after 
Enrollment Day (Tuesday, July 28th, 2009), but will be finalized prior to the start of school 
with careful thought and coordination by a cast of school personnel. 

The class placement decision consists of input from the school counselor, grade level 
teachers, special education staff (as applicable), and myself.  Students are placed in a 
class with consideration for (1) balanced academic ability, (2) balanced gender 
distribution, (3) even mixture of social/behavior skills, (4) equivalent numbers in each 
class at a grade level, (5) social dynamics of students, and, (6) teaching style. 

As you can see, many variables are taken into consideration to ensure a successful 
school year for teachers and for students.  This monumental task is taken very seriously!  
We want you to know that we will do our very best to provide the kind of learning 
environment that will help your child have a successful school year again next year.  At 
the same time, if you would like to share your own input regarding your child’s schooling 
needs, you may do so in writing.  In your correspondence, you might consider sharing 
your child’s need for a highly structured class or a more creative environment.  You may 
have concerns about students being placed together based on past experiences.  You 
may also want to speak to certain characteristics you would like in the person selected to 
be your child’s teacher.   

Please do not request a particular teacher by name.  All of Green Springs’ teachers 
are excellent educators!  Due to all of the factors that must be considered in this process, 
final decisions will be made for compelling educational reasons, not for social 
preferences.  Should you wish to provide your input for class room placements, please 
send your information via e-mail or in a sealed envelope addressed to me by to May 1, 
2009. 

We have several activities that you should look forward to:  Band, Strings, and Choir 
Spring Concert will be April 23rd at GS with rehearsal at 2:30 PM and the nighttime 
concert beginning at 6:30 PM.  Our PTO sponsored Fun Fair will be on Friday April 24th 
from 6-8:30 PM.  April 28th is the Spring Strings South Area Concert at FTJH beginning 
at 7:00 PM for our 6th grade strings students. Our Volunteer Tea will be April 29th from 2-3 
PM in the Library.  Thanks to all the volunteers that help make our school a great place to 
grow and learn!   

State assessment for reading ended in March and the preliminary results look quite good!  
Our Kansas math tests are taking place this week and next week.  We will begin 4th grade 
Science testing the week of April 20th. All state assessments should be finished by May 
1st.    I look forward to seeing all of you at our Fun Fair April 24th! 

Sincerely,     
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The following topics will be included as part of the April 
guidance lessons.   If you have any questions or concerns 
about upcoming topics—please don’t hesitate to contact 
me.  Kindergarten has guidance class once a week for 15 
minutes.  1st grade has guidance class once a week for 20 
minutes. Grades 2-6 have guidance class every other 
week for 30 minutes. 

 

Kindergarten:  behaviors for school success, 
conflict resolution & bullying prevention 

1st grade: bullying prevention & career awareness 

2nd grade: bullying prevention & career awareness 

3rd grade: school/social success – interrupting, 
career exploration 

4th grade: bullying prevention & career exploration 

5th grade: bullying prevention & career exploration 

6th grade: appreciation of differences, career 
exploration. 

 
 

Kansas Math Assessment  
Schedule 

 
Below is a list of the 3rd, 4th, 5th and 6th grades Math 
Assessment schedule.  Please, if at all possible, try not 
to  schedule any appointments or take your child out of  
school  during these very important testing times . 
Thank you for your cooperation! 

 
3rd Grade 

Korb  3/31      10:15 – 11:30 am 
  4/1        10:15 – 11:30 am 
  4/2        10:15 – 11:30 am 
 
Kamradt  4/6        10:15 – 11:30 am 
  4/7        10:15 – 11:30 am 
  4/8        10:15  --11:30 am  
 
Saxon  4/6        10:15 – 11:30 am 
  4/7        10:15 – 11:30 am 
  4/8        10:15 – 11:30 am 
 

 
4th Grade 

Broyles  3/31 1:15 – 2:30 pm 
  4/1 1:15 – 2:30 pm 
  4/2 1:15 – 2:30 pm 
 
Byarlay  3/31 9:45 – 11:00 am 
  4/1 9:45 – 11:00 am 
  4/2 9:45 – 11:00 am 
 
Foster  3/31 1:15 - 2:30 pm 
  4/1 1:15 –2:30 pm 
  4/2 1:15 –2:30 pm 
 

 
5th Grade 

Neneman 3/31 8:30 – 9:45 am 
  4/1 8:30 – 9:45 am 
  4/2 8:30 – 9:45 am 
 
Winkler  3/31 8:45 – 9:45 am 
  4/1 8:45 – 9:45 am 
  4/2 8:45 – 9:45 am 
 
Van Zant 4/6 8:45 – 10:00 am 
  4/7 8:45 – 10:00 am 
  4/8 8:45 – 10:00 am 
 

 
6th Grade 

Bomberger 4/6 1:00 – 2:15 pm 
  4/7 1:00 – 2:15 pm 
  4/8  1:00 – 2:15 pm 
 
Knapp  4/6 1:00 – 2:15 pm 
  4/7 1:00 – 2:15 pm 
  4/8 1:00 – 2:15 pm 
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As you may have heard, our school is implementing an elementary Spanish language 
program next year.  Students will be offered Spanish classes twice a week at each grade 
level during the school day.  In order not to impact instructional, the time parameters for 
our school day have been adjusted.  The school day will begin at 8:20 and end at 3:40 
(AM Kdg. 8:20 am – 11:30 and PM Kdg. 12:30 – 3:40) This will add 10 minutes to the 
school day. 
 
Why is this program being implemented? District staff has been researching the 
possibility of an elementary second language instructional program for several years, 
because of the benefits to students for studying a second language. Recent Community 
Conversations conducted by the school district have indicated that an elementary 
language program is a priority for many parents.  Our school district is committed to 
providing a world class education for our students and like most of the rest of the world; 
this includes the opportunity to be exposed to learning a second language.   
 
Research, highlighted by the Northeast Regional Education Laboratory (December 2000), 
listed these benefits for early language learning: 

·  Early-start language learning improves cognitive skills and academic 
performance.  Foreign language study contributes to brain development and 
overall learning in problem-solving, aptitude, and enhanced skills in English. The 
research also concludes that “Foreign language study does not detract from 
progress in other subjects” (NREL, 2000). 

·  Early-start language learning opens doors to other cultures.  Broadening students’ 
global outlook is an important goal for young learners in an increasingly 
interdependent world. 

·  Early-start language learning contributes to a lifelong ability to communicate.  
Early language learners see language as a tool for a wide range of educational and 
career opportunities.  

 
Why Spanish?  Spanish was selected because of the availability of quality instructional 
materials at all 7 elementary grade levels (K-6) and the availability of facilitators familiar 
with the language.  Elementary Spanish instruction is viewed as an open door for students 
to make decisions about continuing to pursue Spanish or other languages at junior high or 
high school.   
 
Any questions?  If you have questions about this exciting new program offered at Green 
Springs you may contact the school office, or the Director of Elementary Education at 
780-7000. 



KANSAS NEW IMMUNIZATION REQUIREMENTS 
FOR 2009-2010 SCHOOL YEAR IN ADDITION TO 

VACCINES CURRENTLY REQUIRED:  
 

1.) Tdap ( Adult Tetanus, diphtheria, pertussis (whooping cough) will be 
required for students who are 11yrs. old on  or before Sept. 1st 2009 and there 
has been at least 2 yrs. since their last DTap ( Childhood Diphtheria, 
tetanus, pertussis) shot.  
 

2.) New KDG students starting in 2009-2010 school year:  require 2 doses of 
Varicella (chickenpox) vaccine who have not had history of the 
disease.(Recommended for all who have not had  history of the disease) 

 

3.) Varicella-1 dose required for 1st grade through 9th grade if they do not have 
history of the disease, two doses are recommended. 

 

4.) If a student has history of Varicella (chickenpox), parental history will no 
longer be acceptable starting in the 2009-2010 school year. Physician 
signature stating history of disease or lab documentation will be required. 

 

5.) Preschool (early childhood): Hepatitis B 3doses, Hib (Haemophilus 
influenza) up to 3 doses depending on age child received 1st dose, PCV7 
(Pneumococcal conjugate) up to 4 doses depending on what age child 
received 1st dose. Both Hib and PCV7 are not routinely recommended for 
persons older than 59 mos. of age. 

 

6.)    Hepatitis B-3 doses-required for early childhood through 9th grade. 
 

I HAVE RUN COMPUTER REPORTS TO DETERMINE WHICH CURR ENTLY 
ENROLLED STUDENTS WILL NEED ADDITIONAL IMMUNIZATION S FOR THE 
2009-2010 SCHOOL YEAR.  LETTERS STATING WHAT SHOTS WILL BE 
NECESSARY FOR THE 2009-2010 SCHOOL YEAR WILL BE MAI LED TO THESE 
STUDENT’S PARENTS. 
 

Many students have receive these immunizations already and documentation from a 
State Immunization card (like the Kansas pink immunization record) or a copy of 
immunizations from the child’s doctor’s chart will be acceptable. I cannot accept 
records that parents have kept on their own or in student’s baby book. 
 

This may seem a bit confusing, but I will help you sort through these new requirements if 
you have questions. Informing you of these new requirements now, will allow for 
ample time for you to get your child’s records from the doctor and get him/her up to 
date for the next school year. 
 

��	��������������	��������������	��������������	������������� ���
School Nurse 
780-7454 
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Young Authors 
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National Volunteer Week 
Please note that Green Springs will recognize their 
volunteers on April 29th with a Volunteer Tea 
Reception from 2:00-3:00 p.m. in the Library Media 
Center.  We love our volunteers!  If you’d like to 
volunteer please call Dr. Traughber  @ 780-7450 
and let her know.   
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Safe Footwear for Recess and PE 

For safety reasons, students are required to wear tennis shoes 
during PE. Likewise, it is safer for students to wear tennis 
shoes or closed toed shoes when playing at recess. We have 
had several recess injuries to toes, feet and ankles when 
students wear flip flops and sandals.  We encourage you to 
send your child to school in footwear that is safe for outdoor 
play at recess, as well as PE class. Please note that hoop and 
dangling earrings can also be dangerous when playing and 
should not be worn to school.  
Thanks for helping to keep our kids  

safe at recess ! 
_______________________________ �

������������� . 

 
 

Calling All WatchDog 
Dads 

We Need Your Help! 
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Box Tops  

 
Green Springs collected several hundred box 
tops for 3rd Quarter.  We will be receiving a  
check from General Mills, these funds will help 
Green Springs purchase additional items for 
classrooms.   
These are the classes that collected the most box 
tops: 

Mrs. Plumly (2nd Grade.) = 310 
Mrs. Key (1st Grade.) = 287 

Mrs. Knapp (6th  Grade) = 174 
 

Thanks to everyone who sends in box tops.  
Keep clipping those tops because we will be 
collecting them again towards the end of 4th 
quarter.  A BIG thank you to Green Springs 
parent, Kelly Ware for organizing this fund 
raiser and counting all those box tops! 
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Green Spring received a check in the amount 
$1,152.50 from proceeds for selling the Major 
Saver Discount Cards. These funds will be used 
to purchase die cuts and other items for the 
classroom teachers. The students selling the 
most cards won a limo ride to Pizza Street.  This 
year’s winners are:  Jaidon Manirath, Camron 
Hardman, Cooper Harn, Jacob Morones, Landon 
Borjas, Samuel Signor, Nathan Virgin, Kirsten 
Jackson, Bennett Junkins, Alexander Wallace, 
Connor Bayless, Nicholas Townsend, Julia 
Gudenkauf, William Henry, Alexis Wegner, 
Kailee Kirwin, Caleb Mason, Daniel Morones, 
Zachary Schoendaler, Quenton Wallace, Jacob 
Horn, and Carly Reinoehl.  Thanks to all who 
help support this effort. 
 

 


