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Welcome to Indian Trailé 
 

We are so pleased to welcome you as part of our school community.   On behalf of the faculty and 
staff, we welcome you and encourage you and your students to get involved in the activities that go 
along with academic experiences.  We are working hard to ensure that the 2010-2011 school year is 
an academically rewarding and meaningful experience for your family. 
 
These middle school years bring many opportunities for participation including clubs, activities and 
athletics.  We want every student to get involved in as many activities as possible.  The years your 
students will spend with us will have  a major impact on their future choices and they will develop 
numerous wonderful memories.   
 
As a member of a quality school with a strong tradition of excellence, we ask both you and your stu-
dents to embody the guiding principles that our district developed over the last years.  The faculty 
and staff at Indian Trail will offer support and encouragement so that your students are able to 
achieve their very best.  We look forward to developing a collaborative relationship with you as par-
ents to secure great outcomes for your students.   
 
This handbook was prepared to provide you with information about our protocols, policies, and to 
help you feel comfortable.  We certainly donôt expect parents to read this handbook cover-to-cover, 
but rather to use it as a reference when questions arise.  As you have questions, a concern or cele-
brations, please call, e-mail, or come by and visit with us.  Our doors are always open to you! 

 
Parent / Patron Guiding Principles  

 
Positive Role Models  
Setting a good example in words and actions. 
 
Effective Communicators  
Actively listening, seeking to understand and proactively interacting with children and other adults. 
 
Respectful of All  
Treating all others as you wish to be treated. 
 
Advocates for Education  
Demonstrating the importance of learning and encouraging academic and person excellence. 
 
Actively Involved  
Making children a priority by being informed and participating in all aspects of the lives of our children. 
 
 

Indian Trail Mission Statement  
 

The mission of Indian Trail Middle School is to create an environment where all students 

reach their highest level of academic excellence, as measured by district, state, and national 

standards.  We commit to a comprehensive network of support to ensure this outcome . 
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Important  Dates  
 
April 28 Cougar Palooza for 6th Graders 
April 30 Cougar Palooza for 5th Graders 
 
July 27 Registration, IT Commons Area, 8:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m. 
  Students receive their class schedule, locker assignment and combination on this day! 
 
Aug. 10 6th Grade Social,  IT Commons, 6:00 p.m. 
Aug. 12 7th Grade Social, IT Commons, 6:00 p.m. 
 
Aug. 16 First half day of classes for 6th grade only, 7:50 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. 
Aug. 17 First half day of classes for 7th grade only, 7:50 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. 
 
Aug. 18 First full day of classes 



Enrollment Goes Online  
 

All secondary grades complete enrollment online during second semester.  It is important for parents to at-
tend our enrollment meetings to learn how to access the enrollment program.   We encourage families to sit 
down together to complete the enrollment requests.  After a specific date, the program will no longer be avail-
able to parents and students.  Any changes from that point on will need to be done by our guidance counsel-
ors.   

Guidance Department  
 

The counseling assignments are as follows: 
 All students - last name A-K  Mr. Duane Douglas 
 All students - last name L-Z  Ms. Margaret Smith 
School counselors perform a variety of functions at Indian Trail.  Their first duty is to be available for students 
who wish to discuss issues in private.  Students wishing to take advantage of this opportunity should make an 
appointment with a counselor, or have a pass from a teacher.  Parents are also welcome to talk to counselors 
about any concerns regarding their children.  In addition, counselors maintain up-to-date academic files for 
each student and encourage the use of those files by appropriate personnel.  The counselors also work with 
all students regarding information about educational and career opportunities.  Based on student interests 
and needs, counselors guide students in their choices of courses at school. 
 

Teaming  
 

All of our students are assigned to a ñteamò.  This means that the students have the same core subject teach-
ers, and those teachers are responsible for a set number of students.  The teachers on the team also have a 
shared planning time that we call ñteam timeò.  During this team time, the teachers sit down and do long range 
curriculum planning, problem solving, hold student and/or parent meetings, update team websites, attend IEP 
meetings and analyze learning data. 
 
Team time is an excellent time to contact team teachers regarding any concern you might have about your 
student.  If you would like to sit down with the teachers to discuss your studentôs progress, that is also encour-
aged.  We want to partner with you to support your student academically and behaviorally. 
 
   

Indian Trail  Offers PE Uniforms For Sale  
 

Indian Trail asks students to wear a t-shirt and shorts for PE.  We will be 
offering a t-shirt and shorts, $10 each, for sale at registration or from the 
front office.  While we do not require you to purchase this uniform, we do 
notice that most students want to be wearing the same clothes for PE.  
That way they feel like they belong to the group, and feel more comfort-
able in class.  Be sure to clearly mark your studentôs name with a perma-
nent marker in a prominent place on the uniform.  Students can easily mix 
up their clothes with others, so having their name on it makes it easy to 
find the true owner of a stray shirt or pair of shorts. 
        

Visitors   
 

For the safety of students and staff, all visitors to the building (including parents), must check in at the front 
office where they will receive a visitor badge.  If you would like to shadow your student outside of our typical 
parent visit day we ask that you contact an administrator to make these arrangements before the day of your 
visit.  You will notice that we have a secure entrance where all school day visitors must pass through the of-
fice in order to enter the school building.   All outside doors are locked during the school day except the front 
doors.  School-age visitors are not allowed during the school day. 
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 Health and Medication Information  
 
The middle level medication policy is slightly different than the elementary school pol-
icy.  Controlled substances, like daily prescription medications, still require a doctorôs 
note and parent permission, and can only be given to the student by the nurse. 
 
Over the counter medications have a different policy.  Medications such as Tylenol, 
Advil, cough drops and so on may be carried and self-administered by the student.  All 
medication is to be carried in its original container.  A limited supply of over-the-
counter medication is available for student purchase from the health room.  It will be 
given only in the health room and only upon verbal or written consent from the parent or guardian.  At no time 
is a student allowed to give another student any form of medication, including over the counter medications. 
 
This complete medication policy can be found on the Olathe District Calendar that is distributed at registration 
to all student households.   
 
Annual vision and hearing screenings are typically completed in the fall.  You will be contacted if your child 
does NOT pass the screenings.  If you have any questions about health issues or medication policy, please 
feel free to call our nurse, Mrs. Morris, at 780-7230.    
 

 

 Lunch Information  
 

Our school lunch program is under the umbrella of the Kansas School Lunch Program that participates in the 
federal commodity use and milk program.  Meals are planned to supply the daily requirements for a school 
lunch. If your family has financial challenges, you might want to consider filling out a free and reduced lunch 
form to see if you qualify for help with the cost of lunch. 
 

The lunch period is completely closed, which means that students may not leave property to have lunch.  Stu-
dents may eat the regular lunch, a salad, or bring their own sack lunch.  Milk, water, and other drinks may 
also be purchased.  Students lunches are $2.25 for the  2010-2011 year.  Adult lunches are $2.90.  
 
If a parent wants to bring lunch to their student or wants to eat with their student we will have a room set 
aside for this outside of the cafeteria. 
  

We also offer breakfast for our students from 7:30 to 7:45 in the morning.  Items are individually priced.  Stu-
dents who are on free and reduced lunch can also get free or reduced price breakfast. 
 

Parents can add funds to their studentôs lunch account by going to the Olathe District Web page 
(www.olatheschools.com), clicking on the parent menu, and then choosing the lunch menu option.  You will  
need your studentôs ID number and a credit card.  By adding funds to your studentôs account in this manner, 
we save time in the lunch room because students arenôt searching through pockets to find the money that 
was sent to school with them! 
 

Sometimes incoming elementary students come to us with an unpaid balance on their lunch account, left over 
from elementary school.  It is important for parents to know that money deposited in their childrenôs account 

will first be used to pay off the existing debt.  If students do not have suffi-
cient funds in their lunch account, the lunchroom manager may give them 
an ñoffice lunch chargeò.  Repeated lunch charges can cause studentsô 
account balances to grow.  If parents are unaware of this, the balance 
owed at the end of the year can be a bit overwhelming.  If you do not un-
derstand this procedure, or need help understanding your lunch account 
please contact Diane Watson, cafeteria manager, at 780-7230.  
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Academic FAQôs 
 

Will my child have homework?   Yes, your child will have homework of some type every day.  This work 
may not come in the form of an assignment. However, there may be reading, reviewing, or researching that 
they could be doing.  All of our students are required to carry a book to read, and we encourage them to  read 
at home as well.  There is always a test looming in the near future in some class that your student can begin 
to prepare for.   
 

How do I know what assignments my child has?   Many teachers have websites that list the weekly as-
signments and long-term projects.  It is also a requirement for students to write down their assignments in 
their agendas for every class.  This is also a good way for you to know what your students are  learning in 
their classes.  You should sign up for ñParent Accessò on the Olathe Schools website to keep track of assign-
ments and grades.   
 

How do I get my child to bring home their agendas and textbooks?   Many parents require their children 
to spend thirty minutes to an hour every day in some form of study time at home, whether they bring their 
books home or not. Typically they eventually bring something home because they know they are going to 
have to sit there anyway. If they still will not bring home their supplies, set up a conference with us. We can 
help in many ways. 
Most evenings there is an administrator in the building until 4:30 p.m.  Many evenings there is some type of 
activity going on at the school which would mean the school is open.  So please feel free to come with your 
student to retrieve their supplies if you need to.   
   
 

How do I know what is going on in the school?   We send a newsletter home once a month.  This newslet-
ter is posted on our website.  We periodically send out postcards and fliers for important upcoming events.  
Our calendar of events is posted on our website.  The Indian Trail website is  http://
schools.olatheschools.com/indiantrail/ .   We also send Cougar Alerts over the phone to our Indian Trail par-
ents about important upcoming events. 
 
 

What if I hear something is going on in the school/classroom that I donôt agree with?   Ask questions, 
ask questions, ask questions!  Most of the time a conference to get clarification leads to a solution.    
 

If there was one thing I could do to help my child be successful at school, what would that be?   Simply 
love them and support them.  These middle school years are sometimes hard for many students.  There are 
lots of  physical and emotional changes occurring within them.  They need you the most during this time.  
 

 
 

Bus Transportation ðFirst Student  
 

The Olathe School Districtôs bus service, First Student, is an international transport 
company.  Individuals with questions about buses or bus drivers may reach the bus 
company at  (913) 782-1050.    
 
Bussing in the Olathe District Schools is provided at no additional charge for middle 
level students who live at least 2.5 miles away from the front door of the building.  
Those who live within 1.5 ï 2.5 miles may ride the bus by paying a fee.  Students may 
sign up for bus transportation at fall enrollment or by calling the bus company at any 
time. 
 

Bussing is provided as a service to the students of Indian Trail.  It is a privilege, not a right.  Students are ex-
pected to follow the directions of the bus driver and exhibit ordinary courtesy with each other on the bus.  The 
bus is an extension of the classroom.  Students are expected to behave as if they were in the school building.  
Therefore, students should follow the directions of the bus driver and any other supervisors, keep the noise at 
a low and reasonable level, and keep arms and hands inside the bus. 
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Attendance  
 

 

School begins at  7:50 AM and ends at 3:10 PM.  We need students to arrive at school by 7:40 in order to get 
to their lockers and to class on time.  Indian Trail Middle School is open to students at 7:30.  Teachers are 
available to students at this time.  Students may go to their lockers, the library, or their first hour class.  A 
warning bell will ring at 7:45 to alert the students to move to their classrooms.  All students should be in their 
first hour class by 7:50, seated and ready to learn.  For safety reasons, once students arrive on school 
property, it is required that they enter the building and remain until 3:10 unless checked out by a par-
ent. The administration discourages the arrival of students prior to 7:30 as there is no supervision 
available.  If students arrive before this time, they may take a seat in the commons until 7:30.   
All students should clear the building by 3:30, unless under the direct supervision of a teacher.  

 
Absences   
We are always concerned about absences because when students are not at school they are losing important 
instructional time.  Please use the long-term calendar to schedule dentist, orthodontic and doctor appoint-
ments on non school days to the extent that is possible.   
 
Please notify the attendance clerk at 780-7244 to report a student absent, and to inform us of the reason for 
the absence.  When no parent call has been received, the attendance secretary will attempt to call the home 
or place of employment.  Students returning to school when no parent contact has been made should present 
a parental note giving reason, days absent, and have the parentôs signature and date.  After being absent, all 
students report to the front office  for an admit slip.  Absences are recorded as unexcused until a parent con-
tact has been made.  
  

    

Dress Code Information  
 

Dress or appearance that is likely to cause disruption of the educational process or create a health or safety 
concern will be considered inappropriate.  School authorities do reserve the prerogative to counsel students 
regarding their manner of dress and grooming. 
 

Students who are dressed inappropriately will be asked to change clothes before they at-
tend class or school activities. 
 

The following provides a guide for dress and appearance: 

State law requires students to wear shoes while at school. 

Clothing which is excessively cut, ripped, or torn is inappropriate. 

Chains or spikes are prohibited. 

Hats, hoodies, scarves, bandanas, hoods, hairnets, and other headgear are not to be 
worn in the building. 

Costume attire will only be permitted on specially designated days. 

Winter outerwear, such as bulky coats, hats, gloves must be left in the locker during the school day. 

Inappropriate articles of clothing may include, but are not limited to the following:  clothing with vulgar, pro-
fane, racially or ethnically derogatory messages, pictures, or symbols, gang affiliation, illegal substances, 
tobacco or alcoholic beverages. 

Exposed undergarments, pajamas, and/or house slippers are inappropriate. 

Shorts, skirts, dresses, and shirts of inappropriate length and /or fit are a distraction.   

Clothing that is deemed suggestive as to be a distraction to student learning may include the following:  
shirts or tops that do not cover the midriff, back or chest area (no spaghetti straps, tube tops, halter tops, 
tops with straps over only one shoulder, and or tops that are low cut enough to reveal cleavage). 
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