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Our Mission is to provide an environment where children can bec ome productive, confident, life  -long learners.

ol . .
O We hope you had an enjoyable spring break with your InS|de-T-f-1|s Issue
family. It's always nice to have a chance to travel, see May Activities — Pg. 2
friends or relatives, and to relax. As we head into the Reading Program Update — Pg. 2
final two months of the school year, we want to take Music Notes — Pg. 5
this opportunity to say how much we appreciate your involvement in Student Government News — Pg. 5
your child’s education and your support. From the Social Worker — Pg. 6
Staff Retirements : How do you say “Good-Bye” to people Library Information — Pg. 6
you consider as friends, colleagues and professiona Is? The Students of the Week — Pg. 7
following staff members will be retiring at the end of this school Physical Education News — Pg. 9
year (Please read their articles on page 2): April Calendar — Pg. 14
Mary Heiman, Secretary — 22 years of service. Mary  has Points of Interest
been my secretary for 21 years. We're a team! We started —
together at Rolling Ridge and she came with me to Meadow Summer Public Library Info. — Pg. 2
Lane 15 years ago. She is flexible, patient and efficient. Most Bus Pay Rider Fee Information — Pg. 2
of all, she’s had to put up with me! Meadow Lane Retirees Say — Pg. 3-4
Jan McGlothlin, Gr. 3 — 31 years of service. Jan  has spent Pay Fees in Advance for '09-10 - Pg. 5
all of these years at Meadow Lane. Her wealth of knowledge From the Art Room — Pg. 6
and experience has benefitted hundreds of students and Volunteer Appreciation Luncheon—Pg. 7
families over the years. International Language — Pg. 8
James Zimmer, Gr. 2 — 24 years of service. Jim and | have Worlds of Fun/Oceans of Fun Tickets-Pg. 8
worked together for 23 years and | fgel privileged that .he Art Appreciation/Picture Lady — Pg. 9
agreed to “tag along with me” from Prairie Center, to Rolling PTO News — Pg. 10-11
Ridge a.md then to Meadow Lane. | Computer Lab Update — Pg. 11
Ron Mlttgnmeyer,. Counselor — 17 years of service. R on From the School Nurse — Pg. 12
started his educational career as a teacher and then was one “Education Celebration” — Pg. 13
of the first elementary counselors in Olathe. He then left '

education for the corporate world. Ron came back into
education and joined us at ML 15 years ago. He has worn “many hats” at ML with his array of duties.

Steve Hinman, Physical Therapist — 13 years of serv ice. He has served many buildings and students
throughout the district over the years, including many of those at Meadow Lane. His expertise in the field of
physical therapy will be missed.

A “Retirement Celebration” will occur on Tuesday, M ay 19" from 4:00-6:00 p.m. in the Meadow Lane
Gym. This will be an opportunity for families, stud ents and friends to visit with our retirees.

2009-2010 Final Registration: _ This will be held on Tuesday, July 28 ™ from 8:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m. in the Multi-
Purpose Room. All required paperwork will be completed or checked for accuracy. In addition, if you do not pay
your fees in advance starting July 8", you will be able to pay them on this date.

Sincerely,

Mr. Terry E. Croskey, Principal
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Reading during the summer keeps children’s skills
strong. The Olathe Public Libraries offer a summer
reading club for children and great free programs. The
focus this year is on creative arts. Your child will bring
home a brochure describing summer activities at the
public library. Check out your local public library to
encourage your child to read all summer. For further
information, visit www.olathelibrary.org
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Meadow Lane’s annual
Drive will be the week of May 11
15™. We will be collecting new and
gently used books for the “Reach
Out and Read” Foundation . We
need all levels and types of books.
This group gets books into the
hands of under privileged children.
Please start going through your
bookcase now to find those books that you have
already read (that are still in great condition) and you
want someone else to enjoy! Will Shields, former All-
Pro guard of the Kansas City Chiefs,  will be here on
at our assembly, Tuesday, May 19 ™ at 1:30 p.m. to
accept the books for the foundation. Last year we
collected over 10,000 books. We really need to work
hard this year to match or exceed that number!

a SCHOOI. BUS b

LIGHT UP YOUR MIND
WITH READING!

THE MUSTANG NEWS

MAY ACTIVITIES
May 1 — FIELD DAY (Weather Permitting)
May 1 — Gr. 6 to “Law Day” (AM) — ONW
May 4 — Field Day (Rain Date)
May 5 — Special Chorus Tour Day
May 5 — “Education Celebration” — 6:30-8:00pm
May 6 — Field Day (Rain Date)
May 6 — “Internet Safety” Grs. 4-5@8:30 & Gr. 6@9:0 0am — Lib.
May 6 — PTO Teacher Appreciation Luncheon
May 7 — Gr. 1 Field Trip to KC Zoo
May 7 — Gr. 4 Field Trip to Science City
May 8 — Last CSI Olathe — 3:40pm
May 8 — ML “Spirit Day” — Wear Spirit Clothing
May 11 — Student Government Assembly-Grs. 3-5-2:15p m-MPR
May 11 — Elementary Band Concert — 7:00 p.m. — PRT
May 12 — Student Government Officer Election by Noo  n
May 12 — ML “Papa John’s Pizza Night”
May 13 — Picture Lady—Gr. 4@1:30 / Gr. 5@2:00 / Gr. 6@2:30 — Lib.
May 13 — District Retirement Tea — 4:30pm — OSHS
May 14 — Kdgn. Field Trips to Deanna Rose Park
May 14 — Gr. 6 Lunch Visit to PRT — 9:30-11:30am
May 14 — Picture Lady—Gr.1 @9:00/ Gr.2 @9:30 / Gr.3@ 10:00—Lib.
May 15 — Volunteer Appreciation Luncheon — 11:15-12  :45 — Lib.
May 18 — Talent Shows — Grs. 4-6 @ 9:00am & Grs. 1- 3 @
1:15pm-MPR
May 19 — Spirit Day — “Crazy Hair Day”
May 19 — ML Retirement Reception — 4:00-6:00pm - Gy m
May 20 — Last Day for ECD & Kdgn. Classes
May 21 — %2 Day for Grs. 1-6 — 8:20-11:40am
May 21 — PTO Skating Party — 12:30pm — Skate City
May 22 — %2 Day for Grs. 1-6 — 8:20-11:40am
May 22 — 6™ Grade “Farewell Breakfast” — 8:15-9:30am — MPR
May 22 — Grs. 3-6 Awards Assembly — 10:00am — MPR
May 22 — Final Dismissal — 11:40am
May 25 — Memorial Day — Office Closed
May 26-June 4 — School Office Open
June 8-July 21 — School Office Closed for the Summe r
July 22 — School Office Re-Opens
July 28 — FINAL ENROLLMENT — 8:00am to 7:00pm

Announcing Early Pay discounts for the 2009-10 school year!
Register and pay in full by July 1

st for 25% discount
August 7" for a 15% discount
August 20" for a 5% discount.

For more information on eligibility, rates, or to make a payment,

visit . .

Click on ‘Parents’, ‘Bus Transportation’ or call 913 782-1050.
Payments can be made after May 18".

. www.olatheschools.com

The Home/School Reading Program is quickly coming to an end. Will Shields ,
former All-Pro Guard of the Kansas City Chiefs,
hard work on Tuesday, May 19 .

He will have lunch with those 6" grade students

will be here to celebrate all our

who have participated in the reading program this year. The Reading Program

spirit and enthusiasm!

Assembly will be at 1:30 p.m.
to Will for the “Reach Out and Read” Foundation.

The “Reach Out and Read” Foundation
consider donating 5-10 gently used books

when ML students may choose to donate a book

is in need of LOTS of used books. Please
from your collection. This is a worthy

cause that needs our support.

Don't forget to continue encouraging your children to read over the summer!

Let's show lots of Meadow Lane
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Jan McGlothlin — Gr. 3 Teacher:

“Long, long ago, a shy girl with two long braids sat in her desk in a third grade classroom daydreaming about
becoming a teacher --even though all subjects were not easy for her. As the years past, my dream became real.
Destiny led me to Olathe after teaching in Missouri and Montana. After teaching two years in a private school, |
substitute taught for the Olathe School District—seemingly to gravitate mostly toward Meadow Lane School ‘way
out there in the country’ which had an inspiring community of families and staff. | was hired as a fifth grade teacher
the following year. After five years, | advanced to third grade. Meadow Lane had special requirements for teachers.
A snow shovel and boots were a standard. Students wore snow pants to play in the snow, and many times | wished
to have a pair when the northwest winds chilled the playground. That snow shovel got me out of a few snowdrifts on
the narrow gravel roads that led here.

Herding skills were also an asset when the neighboring bovines were convinced that the grass is greener on our
side of the fence—the playground. They also came in handy when it was time to get to those smiling faces from the
buses -- they might make it on time -- unless a bus got stuck too — either in the snow, icy hills, or waiting on a long,
slow train. At that time, Meadow Lane had special hours: 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. — to accommodate all the buses that
brought Meadow Lane students to school. Flashlights also came in handy during brownouts as the winds would
whip the electric lines together (no computers in those days . . . or Walkie talkies).

Today, thirty—one years later, it's a four-lane Boulevard, no longer a graveled 111" Street. Numerous changes have
improved living and learning. Through the years, former students come back to visit. It has been so exciting to hear
where, and how they are doing; what dreams they have lived; and what they are striving for. These years have
past so quickly. The heart of Meadow Lane still beats to the same rhythm. Meadow Lane is its families and staff. It
is a community that is concerned about each other. | will miss the spirit and the good people of Meadow Lane. | will
miss this family.

Retirement! How many times have | said, ‘When | retire, | will..."" It's hard to realize that it is here. I'm still planning.
I may try some substitute teaching again. | will take advantage of time to be with my husband and family. My
husband and | can do those things that there just wasn't time to do. Well, that little girl now has sat in the teacher’s
desk in the third grade. Her dream did come alive with many joyful experiences. Thank you. | am grateful to be part
of this community. Wishing you the best of life!”

Steve Hinman — Physical Therapist:

“l started as a physical therapist with the Olathe District schools in the fall of 1996. My first two years | worked for
Olathe Schools as a contract therapist through the University of Kansas Medical Center. | came on board as a
district employee in my third year. So...for thirteen years | have had the privilege of assisting students with special
needs access school and with being as independent as possible. | have also had the privilege of assisting the
dedicated teachers and parents of these exceptional and inspirational students.

I will miss the students so much! And | will miss the great educators and support staff | have worked with as well.
My first career long ago was in education too. | was a secondary Language Arts and Physical Education teacher in
Colorado. Maybe my third career will be as a para...| seem to have a hard time staying away from the schools!

I am going to spend some time in Colorado supporting my mom who is fighting cancer, and with my three grown
kids who live there. | have my forty year high school reunion in Denver this fall. That should be a real hoot!! My wife,
Cynthia, recently retired after 31 year with IBM. We have a “road trip” planned for sometime soon, maybe Route 66.
It has been 25 years since | moved to Kansas City from Colorado. | have not seen the aspen trees in the fall for a
long time. | am looking forward to spending a warm late September day sitting quietly in a grove of golden aspens
contemplating what an interesting journey it has been so far.”

Mary Heiman — Administrative Secretary:

“| started with the Olathe School District in 1988 when | was hired as an aide at Scarborough. My youngest was
going into 1* grade, my husband was a counselor at Oregon Trail and | wanted to be home when my husband and
kids were home so | figured a school district job would do that. In 1989, | transferred to Rolling Ridge as an aide
working for Terry Croskey. When his secretary became ill and could no longer work | became his secretary and
moved with him to Meadow Lane in 1994. It has been a good move and | have enjoyed Meadow Lane and made
many good friends here.

My husband retired 4 years ago. | am jealous every morning when he doesn’t have to get up and | do. When | retire
this summer | plan to enjoy my two grandsons (and hope to have more). One is in Lawrence and | get to see him
regularly but one is in Colorado and | would love to see more of him. We plan to travel — we have a trip planned to
Hawaii in September. | hope to play some golf, read, do lunch with friends, and just enjoy life.”
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James Zimmer — Gr. 2 Teacher:

“Years ago when | was in eighth grade, Mrs. Foster my eighth grade teacher had us do a career project. We were
to choose a career and find out as much as we could about it. | knew | could really pad my project if | said | wanted
to be a teacher. | wrote to the Department of Education for the state of lllinois. Weeks later | began to get tons of
mail about what it took to become a teacher. | also had to make a shadow box depicting my chosen career. | was
upset for | couldn’t find a male figure for a teacher. | then went to the Wards catalog and there were several
handsome models dressed in suits, ties, and looking like classroom teachers. | got an “A” on the project but never
thought that | really could become a teacher.

Years later, while in college | became a volunteer for our campus preschool. It was at this point of really working
with children that | felt | had a call to work with children. My parents were not able to help me financially through
school so through hard work and determination | was able to put myself through three educational programs. What
a miracle that was.

| was able to do my student teaching at Ridgeview Elementary school. | was in first grade and my son Matthew was
in second grade and we would see each other at recess. Those were good days.

My first teaching position was at Prairie Center in third grade. It was while | was at Prairie Center that | met Mr.
Terry Croskey. Terry was a 5" grade teacher and waiting to hear about a principalship at Rolling Ridge Elementary.
Terry got that position and | was able to move with him and became a first grade teacher at Rolling Ridge. Years
later Terry made a move to Meadow Lane and | went with him and became a second grade teacher, a position that
| hold to this day. I've only had two principals in the twenty four years I've served with Olathe School District.
Thanks Terry!

There have been many challenges and joys throughout my career. Teaching methods and techniques have
changed. | went from chalk and chalkboards to twenty first century computer programming, e-mails instead of
handwritten communications with parents, handwritten grades to putting grades on computer. If Mrs. Foster could
see me now!!!

These past twenty-four years have gone by all too quickly. I've worked with some talented teachers and staff who
have always been willing to help. I've also met many great families and have had the privilege of working with their
students. I'm not sure what retirement will bring. | may do some substituting, spend time with grandchildren and
perhaps work with elderly citizens in some way. | may pursue some other schooling to further develop some
interests | already have. Thanks, Meadow Lane, for the GREAT memories.”

Ron Mittenmeyer — Counselor:

“SCHOOLS OUT! To our Meadow Lane students that short statement in May brings the anticipation of the end of
school and the wonder and adventure of the coming summer. To your Meadow Lane counselor, Ron Mittenmeyer,
that statement has special meaning...RETIREMENT. It is with mixed emotions that | tell you that | will be retiring at
the end of this school year.

If you have had a chance to read my monthly From the Counselor articles in the school newsletter you know that |
am a very strong advocate for the family. One of the reasons | became an elementary school counselor rather than
a junior or senior high counselor is my belief that | could touch the lives of young children and their families in more
effective and positive ways at the elementary school level. | believe that | have done that through my position here
at Meadow Lane for the last fifteen years. | also had the opportunity to help families for over a decade in my
position as the Olathe School District's HELP Clinic Love and Logic instructor. | am thankful for all your cooperation
and help during these years.

It is also because of my strong belief in the family that causes me to retire this year. | have been blessed with a
wonderful family. My grown son and daughter have been on their own for years and are doing well. However my
wife and | are now needed at home to help with my elderly in-laws. Remember that things, possessions, money,
career advancement, etc. are fine, but when all is said and done, our relationships with our loved ones is what
matters most, so in retirement | will be once again focused on family.

But, just like the wonder and adventure of the summer that greets a young school child, my wife and | are also
planning to create our own wonder and adventure over the years . . . mostly on trips to the warm, sunny, and clear
blue waters of the Florida coast during the winter months. Darn, how | will miss those cold, blustery, snowy winter
days in Kansas.  Again, thank you for letting me be a part of your family’s life while | have been here at Meadow
Lane, be it in your child’s guidance lessons, S.I.T. meetings and /or private counseling sessions. | am thankful for
all the years that God has allowed me to serve you, Meadow Lane and the Olathe School District. You will be
missed.”
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The opportunity to pay fees in advance for next school year will again be available this summer. Information
concerning this Early Fee Payment option will be sent home with elementary students on the last day of school in
the Progress Report Envelope. Fees for next school year may be paid online (You m  ust know your child’'s

Student ID #) starting Wednesday, July 8 ™ or in person at Final Registration on Tuesday, July 28" from 8:00 a.m.

to 7:00 p.m.

. -

5 By Kim Hampton, General Music Teacher 5
Here are some important end of the year dates:

Talent Show Try-Outs - The First Week of May

Special Chorus Tour Day — Tuesday, May 5 ™

Education Celebration — Tuesday, May 5 ™ — Special Chorus — 7:00 p.m. on the Stage

Talent Show — Monday, May 18 ™ — Grs. 4-6 at 9:00 a.m. & Grs. 1-3 at 1:15 p.m. on the Stage

Congratulations to everyone for making this a wonderful year in music. Thank you for your continued support of
music at Meadow Lane.

2009-2010 Officer Election: New Student Government Officers (President, Vice President & Secretary) will be
elected on May 12" by “secret ballot” in Grs. 3-5.

Thank you for a great year, Student Government! You all did a fantastic job!!!!!

ML “Young Authors” Booklet: The “Young Authors” manuscripts have been copied and bound into a great
collection or original works. You can purchase one of these for $4.00 through the school office!

- Recycling:  Don't forget to recycle your plastic bottles and aluminum cans in the cafeteria after lunch! Paper
recycling is still available in the outside bin.

Passive Fundraising:
Paper Recycling — Student Government has earned $700.00 and saved 476 trees with the paper recycling
program. Don't forget to recycle holiday cards and envelopes (if they don’t have shiny foil on them).
ML Papa John’s Pizza Night — Each second Tuesday of the month _ Student Government will receive a
portion of the Papa John’s proceeds. Papa John’s is not only giving us a percentage of the earnings on our
pizza night but each purchase puts ML in a drawing to earn a $200 Scholastic Books gift certificate for our
library. Don't forget to have a pizza party on ML nights! Just let them know you're from ML.
Incentives — Student government has voted to provide free and healthy incentives for passive fundraising
rewards! Winning classes will earn 20 minutes of extra PE time followed by a healthy snack party with
shacks provided from home. This will help us retain all our earnings from fundraising as well as help keep the
kids active and healthy. Box Tops class contest winners will also receive extra PE and healthy snack party.
HyVee Receipts — Continue to turn in your HyVee cash register receipts to the collection box in the front
lobby.

- Suggestions: _ If your child(ren) has an idea for the Student Government, have them talk to their class
representative. We welcome new ideas!

- Spirit Days: ML “Spirit Day” — Spirit Day — Tuesday, Ma y 19"
Wear Your “Red & B lack” “Crazy Hair Day”

e,

J\
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Mrs. Chanda Steele, Art Teacher

As the year is winding down, we are scrambling to complete our final clay projects. First grade has recently
finished lively pinch pot frogs. Second grade is finishing a project called “My Address Is . . .” Third grade studied
the work of Claude Monet and created water lily paintings. Next they used the slab method to create sculptural
water lilies from clay. These will be fired and glazed and fired a final time. Fourth grade has finished some
awesome coil pots. They have been bisque fired and will be glazed and fired again. Fifth grade is working on fish
sculptures in clay. Sixth grade just completed Greek pottery, using red clay and black glaze. As a final clay project
they will be sculpting gargoyles. Be sure to look for all these fabulous clay creations!

Mrs. Susi Hann, Social Worker
shannwdsc@olatheschools.com  780-7024 or 780-7550

If you have an interest in accessing the “Johnson County Children and Youth Trends Report of February 2009” go
to www.ucsjoco.org . It was compiled by United Community Services of Johnson County. The data covers a wide
range of issues that affect our youth including substance abuse, poverty, school services, mental health and safety.
With summer around the corner many parents are looking for camps and other activities to enrich their children’s
lives. Some resources include:

Summer Parenting Tip — Building Self-Esteem

Self-esteem is a function of how people perceive themselves. The closer people see themselves to how they would
like to be, the higher their self-esteem. Self-esteem is very important during this period of development. During
these years children begin school and close friendships develop. The development of a positive, healthy self-
esteem reduces the risk of your child becoming involved with drugs and alcohol, becoming sexually active, and
doing poorly in school. People with high self-esteem are capable of making good decisions, proud of their
accomplishments, and able to cope with frustration. Self-esteem is closely tied to family and environment. You can
foster self-esteem by:

Giving your child unconditional love. Distinguish between who your child is and what he does.

Respecting your child. Treat her as you would like to be treated.

Praising your child for accomplishments and good doings, and being less quick to point out wrong doings.

Communicating with your child. Be an askable parent. Allow your child to express ideas, feelings and opinions.

Listen and let your child know he is important.

Encouraging your child to use talents and to be independent.

Giving choices and letting your child accept the consequences. Be consistent in establishing and enforcing limits

Information obtained from http://www.thefamilyconse rvancy.org/

With summer around the corner many parents are looking for camps and other activities to enrich their children’s
lives. Some resources include:
- Johnson County Parks and Recreation: www.jcprd.com _ or 831-3355
- Olathe YMCA: 393-9622, www.ymca-Kkc.org
- www.campsforkids.org _ or 816-474-5111 ext.410
- Johnson County Community College: 469-2323 www.johnco.cc.ks.us
Special needs: http://www.kckidsfun.com/2009/03/2009-kc-metro-summ____er-camps-special-needs-camps/

Have a great summer. Enjoy your kids!

Mrs. Mesha Slightom, Library Media Specialist

It's hard to believe May is already here and soon it will be time for all of the library books to be
returned, re-shelved, and put in order to get ready for another new school year! Even though
our school library will be closed for the summer, be sure to take advantage of the Olathe Public
Library programs that will be offered this summer. The theme of this year’'s summer program is
Be Creative @ Your Library! There will be special programs, puppet shows, concerts, story times, chess nights,
Find Fido Fridays and much more. Our students will be watching a video that outlines all of the various activities



planned sometime before the end of school to keep them enthused about the opportunities for reading and enjoying
the library all summer long. It's sure to be a fun summer at the library!
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Each week of school, the classroom teachers will select students who have made positive gains to be
good role models for others. These “Mustangs” are announced as our “Students of the Week” over the
intercom. In addition, each student receives a certificate, a pencil, and participates in a group photo to
be displayed on the lobby kiosk and hall bulletin board.

March 27 ™

Sydney Krueger, Ingrid McGinnis, Carter Cowles, Van  ce Thompson, Taylor EImore, Anthony Siegrist, Aria  na
Kardis, Jolly Patro, Kai Anderson, Taylor Evans, Vi ctoria Scarduzio, Chase Elsner, Piper Lewis, Jarret t
Richardson, Tanner Rardin

April 3™
Coby Enslinger, Braxton Shelton, Addyson Mahoney, L ogan Hansen, Ryan Andrew, James Riddle,

Blake Wiedenmeyer, Noah Hockenberger, Zachary Opoka , Vincent Fabiano, Jake Stegeman, Emily Hiatt,
Aswini Patro, Tarra Mathews-Wheeler, Morgan Higgins and Marissa Manbeck

April 10"
Ashtyn Jones, Drew Thompson, Evelyn Perez, Noel Bar  bour, Jiani Osborn, Lydia Leeper, Emma Rutledge,
Audrey Coots, Taylor Wiens, Mason Hawks, Adrianna M arquez, Kaitlyn Airy, Ryan Hopkins,
Emily Moormeier, Steven Meis, Cassey Ford and Sydne y Mortensen

April 16 "
Todd Rasmussen, Kathryn Bergman, Amber Illlum, Kate Gault, Nathan Contreras, Logan Evans,
Collin Genter, Victoria Winsky, Maclaine Harter, Br  ady Lockwood, Mitch Higgins, Jade Osborn, David Beg  or,
Colby Hawks, Grace Reeves, Joseph Chang, Stephen Ho Ibert, Amanda Little, Tarra Mathews-Wheeler,
Morgan Higgins and Kaitlin Polasik

April 24 "
Xander Lahti, Kiley Hall, Ben Gutekunst, Hayden Hen derson, Molly Neff, Rohit Nukala, Annalee Gallery,
Kathryn Bishop, Kaleb Christensen, Naveed Mohebbi, Trevor Jones, Dawson Haynes, Brandon Sewester,

Micayla Freeman, Nabihah

% % Shoaib,
Emily Q Q x Remmers
and Maddie
NS L eIOE 2 SolOn ]

Please join us for our annual Volunteer Appreciatio n Luncheon honoring all Meadow Lane Parent/Guardian
Volunteers on Friday, May 15" 11:15 a.m.-12:45 p.m. in the Library Media Center . In order to help us plan,
please R.S.V.P. before Friday, May 8 ", by returning the bottom portion of this note to your child’s teacher. We look
forward to seeing you there!

(Cut and return to the school office by Friday, May 8"
| / We plan to attend the Volunteer Appreciation Lu  ncheon on May 15 ™, 2009 from 11:15 a.m.-12:45 p.m.

Name:

Number Attending:
Please join us during your child’s lunch time if yo u can!
Kdgn.-Gr. 2 - 11:15-11:40 a.m. / Grs. 3-4 — 11:45a m.-12:10 p.m./ Grs. 5-6 — 12:15-12:40 p.m.
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Mrs. Ashley Smith, International Language Associate

We are learning so much in la clase de espafiol! It is hard to believe that we are already entering the month of
mayo! We are going to be working hard this month!

In Kindergarten , we have been learning the Spanish words for different animals and for different clothing items.
We will continue to review these words as well as all that we have learned this semester.
First graders have been counting all the way to 40! We will also begin reviewing everything that we have learned
this semester to prepare for the end of year evaluation that they will take. The evaluation will be during the first
week of May, and the results will be sent home before the end of the vyear.
In Second grade , we are also reviewing everything we have done so far and we will be preparing for the end of
year evaluation as well. The evaluation will be during the first week of May, and the results will be sent home with
the students. I am confident that they will do very well!
Third grade students are learning how to say different sports and activities in Spanish. They like learning how to
say these words. We will also be reviewing for the end of year test which they will be taking in May. If time allows,
students will be having an end of year “fiesta” to celebrate!
Fourth graders are learning how to ask how much something costs. We have looked at a menu to practice this
vocabulary as well as the food vocabulary words. We will also be reviewing for the end of year test. We will be
having a fiesta in fourth grade as well and getting a sneak peek into what 5" grade Spanish will look like.
In Fifth grade , we are learning how to say different types of geography in Spanish. We are learning words like la
montafia — mountain, el lago — lake, and el volcan — volcano. We will also be reviewing and taking the end of year
evaluation. Again, you will have the results before the end of the year, and we will be having a fiesta!
In Sixth grade we are studying a unit called “Las vacaciones” — “The vacations”. This is a fun unit to do just before
students leave for summer break. They will have a unit test at the end of this unit, but they do not have an end of
year evaluation as the other grades do. We will be finishing up the last of the country projects and we will be
having a fiesta as well.

Overall, the students are doing a tremendous job, and still seem to enjoy Spanish! The end of year tests will really
tell us more about how much they have learned. You will receive their results before the end of the year. The
fiestas will be very simple. | will bring some kind of Hispanic food or drink and then they will be allowed to bring a
shack. If they want to make something and bring it to share on their fiesta day, that is great, but not at all required!
We will be having a lot of fun! Thank you for your continued support of language learning! Until next time, hasta
luego!

These are available for purchase through the school office. You should have received
an order form recently. You may send in your order form and check made paya __ ble to
the Mustang PTO in a sealed envelope. _ Your tickets will be sent home with your child.
If you prefer, you may purchase your tickets in person.

Worlds of Fun Single-Day Ticket - $27.00  (usually $39.99 plus tax)
Oceans of Fun Single-Day Ticket - $22.00 (usually $28.99 plus tax)
Junior (Ages 3 & Older AND less than 48” in height; Ages 62 & older) Tickets - $15.99
These tickets can be used any day during the season from April 18" through November 1% for Worlds of Fun.

Oceans of Fun is open from May 23" through September 7th. These are significant savings on tickets with the PTO
benefiting from the purchase of each ticket.
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Mrs. Maria Miller

Leonardo da Vinci (1452-1519) literally means “Leonardo of Vinci,” with Vinci being the name
of the village in Italy where he was born. Because he was an illegitimate child, Leonardo was
not able to attend a formal school or university. This did not stop him from becoming a great
artist as well as an architect, musician, scientist, inventor, astronomer, mathematician, biologist,
botanist, and expert in human anatomy. Leonardo did not gain this knowledge through books
but through observing the world around him. He is considered the first modern scientist and
developed the scientific method still in use today.

For the last 37 years of his life, Leonardo kept detailed journals filled with sketches, plans,

diagrams, inventions, and experiments. The interesting thing about these journals is that they

are all written backwards. Some experts believe this is because Leonardo did not want anyone looking over his
shoulder and stealing his ideas. Others believe it is because Leonardo was left handed and it was easier for him to
write this way and not smear the wet ink. Scientists today have taken these journals and reconstructed many of the
inventions and found that they do indeed work. Some of the things that Leonardo is credited with inventing are the
airplane, parachute, submarine, armored tank, helicopter, machine gun, and the grenade. He also invented the
first air cooling system, a clock that measured minutes as well as hours, underwater diving apparatus, a posthole
digger, pliers, and monkey wrench. He even came up with the idea for contact lenses and prefabricated houses.
Leonardo was clearly a mechanical genius.

There are only about a dozen of Leonardo’s paintings still in existence and only one can be found in the United
States. The portrait of Ginevra de’Benci is located in the National Gallery of Art in Washington, DC. The rest of his
paintings are located in museums and churches throughout Europe. The Mona Lisa, perhaps the most famous
portrait in the world, was the one painting that Leonardo kept with him his entire life. He worked on it continuously
over a period of many years and still never finished it.

The Last Supper is painted on the dining room wall of a monastery in Milan, Italy. Leonardo wanted the painting to
be as realistic as possible so he replicated the same table, tablecloth, and dishes that were being used in the
monastery at that time. Of this painting Leonardo said “In this work, | wanted to combine the results of my
experiments in optics, musical harmony, architecture, color, and perspective as well as materials and techniques.”
In the hundreds of years since Leonardo’s death, it has been obvious to scholars and scientists alike that he was
extremely forward thinking and years ahead of his time. He was a true genius and the world is still benefiting from
his many experiments and inventions.

Be sure to ask your child what other artist we stud ied this year whose last name also tells where he |l  ived.

Mrs. Becky Keely, Physical Education Teacher

Field Day — Friday, May 1 * (Weather Permitting)

9:00-11:00 a.m. for AM Kdgn — Gr. 3 and 1:15-3:15 p .m. for Early Childhood, Full Day Kdgn. & Grs. 4-6

With some luck it won’t rain that date, but if it does, rain out dates are May 4™ and May 6". Can you volunteer to
help at a station? Contact Sarah Askren at 205-457 0 if you are interested. = We hope to see you for there!

Reminders for Field Day: Field Day is for fun, not competition. We expect all students to be good sports. Wear
comfortable tennis shoes. No cleats, please. You may send sun screen with your student. Water will be available
at all stations. Families are welcome to come and watch! Dangly accessories and jewelry is discouraged.

6™ Grade Track Meet

Our 6™ grade track teams did a great job at the Prairie Trail Junior High track meet on April 21%! They gained great
experience being involved in the relay race and they showed great sportsmanship. Thank you to all our fans who
cheered us on! 3" Place Boys: Adam Harter, Tom Blake, Jack Holmgren, Griffin Alba  ugh and Danny Allio
and 2" Place Girls: Maddy Lewis, Sydney Mortensen, Moriah Crane, Ragan  Kinkade and Marissa Manbeck.

What's Going on in Class? _ Volleyball & baseball for all grades.Grs.4-6 will be doing fitness tests _ starting May 4™

Hershey's Track and Field Event

Hershey’s puts on a great event for students ages 9-13 who would like to compete in track and field events against
other local areas. All you have to do is sign up online and then show up to compete — and it's FREE!  Last
year we had some students participate and advance to the next level. Adam Harter even advance to the national
level and earned a free trip to Hershey, PA! The event date is June 6 ™ here in Olathe. For more information
and to sign up go to www.hersheystrackandfield.com  or call 913.895.6390. This truly is a great experience for
our students interested in track and field! Good luck!
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Membership : All Meadow Lane parents/guardians are members of the PTO without any dues!

PTO Meeting: The LAST general PTO meeting for the 2008-2009 school year was held on Tuesday, April 14,
2009 at 7:00 p.m. in the library.
New Business — PTO Proposals Approved

Proposal — Landscape Committee for new plants $100.00

Proposal — Binding Machine for workroom $395.45

Proposal — $1500 for spirit wear committee to have items for purchase at the July 28" registration rather

than to do pre-orders
Skating Party: The next skating party is scheduled to be held on May 21, 2009 from 12:30-2:30 p.m. at Skate
City, 103 and Mastin in Overland Park. Hope to see you all there! Thank you Christina McConnell for
heading this committee this year and putting together some wonderful events for our school!
- Committees: Thanks to all who have signed up to volunteer for various committees. If you are still interested
volunteer forms are by contacting Holly Kabler at hkabler@sbcglobal.net
Wanted: Assistant Yearbook Adviser for 2009-2010: We are looking for someone to train next year and plan
to take over the yearbook adviser position in 2010-2011. The yearbook is completely digital...it's like creating an
on-line scrapbook! Our Josten's representative is always available for training and questions and tech support is
great. If you are interested or have questions, please contact Maria Miller at 390-1305 or
writemaria62@yahoo.com
Passive Fundraising- Box Tops for Education and Hy  -Vee receipts: Remember to keep collecting those box
tops and HY-VEE receipts. You can turn them in to your child’s classroom (box tops) or to the box in the front
lobby with your student’s teacher’'s name and grade on them!! The children are working towards earning prizes
for bringing in these items! This is a very easy fundraiser to conduct so please send these onto the school!
6" Grade Farewell Breakfast : This will be held on Friday, May 22 ™ from 8:15-9:30 a.m. in the Multi-
Purpose Room. This event is sponsored by the PTO and is during school hours and on school grounds. Thank
you to Sharon Thompson and her committee  for working so hard on this event.
Landscaping Committee : The landscaping committee did an excellent job working to beautify the outside of our
school a big thank you to Cara Conrad for planting all of the pretty plants you see around this school this spring.
Education _Celebration: _ This end-of-the-year event will be held on May 5 ™, 2009 from 6:30-8:00 p.m.
Please join us to see student products in the classrooms, tryout the “Hands-On, Minds-On” Science Museum
and listen to Band, Orchestra and Special Chorus groups perform.
Thank You! Thank You! Thank You to All ML Parent V__ olunteers: We appreciate the time you have given
throughout this school year to serve the staff and students at Meadow Lane! You have served as committee
chairs, committee members, room parents, teacher’s aides, and field trip chaperones, to name a few. You have
spent literally thousands of hours in a hundred different capacities. You, and the teacher you assist, are the
reason Meadow Lane has such a great learning environment and is a place where our children can excel. You
are priceless asset to our school and to our children. We hope you will be able to join us at the Voluntee r
Appreciation Luncheon on Friday, May 15 ™ from 11:15 a.m. to 1:10 p.m. in the Library. PLEA SE DROP
BY AND EAT LUNCH WITH YOU CHILD’S TEACHER DURING TH EIR NORMAL LUNCHTIME!
Teacher Appreciation Committee:  Thank you to Sharon Thompson and Stacey Jones and their committee
for hosting such a wonderful lunch for our teachers! They deserve it and you made it a beautiful event.
Room Parent Coordinator: _Thank you to Marcy Good for organizing the Room Parents and thanks to all of
the Room Parents for all you have done over the past year and additionally thank you to all of the parents who
assisted the Room Parents in their duties.
Volunteer Appreciation Luncheon: _ May 15™ from 11:15 a.m. to 1:10 p.m. in the Library. PLEASE DROP
BY AND EAT LUNCH WITH YOU CHILD’S TEACHER DURING TH EIR NORMAL LUNCHTIME!
Awards Assembly: The Award Assembly will be held on Friday, May 22 "™ at 10:00 a.m. for grades 3-6 in
the Multi Purpose Room.
Field Day: Friday, May 1 * (Weather Permitting) : EC, AM Kdgn.-Gr.3 will be at 9:00 a.m.  Full Day Kdgn. &
4-6"™ grades will be at 1:15 p.m.  Thank you to Sara Askren for heading up this committee and a big thanks to
all of the volunteers who are helping out with this event.
Other Committees:  Thank you to the Passive Fundraising Committee, Book Fair, Box Tops, Lunchroom and
Music Aides, School Publicity, Welcoming Committee, Chess Club, Yearbook, Book Club, Spirit Wear, Student
Art Gallery, and the Summer Movie Tickets Committee! Your hard work does not go unnoticed!
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2009-2010 Executive Board Vacancies:  No one has come forward to fill the President and Vice President
positions for the 2009-2011 school years. If you are interested please contact Holly Kabler at
hkabler@sbcglobal.net _ or Mr. Croskey at 780-7550 or croskeyt@olatheschools.com

Changes to the Executive Board: _ A special thank you to Maria Miller, Past President, for her service on the
Executive Board. Thank you both for your service and dedication on behalf of the students at Meadow Lane.

The Educator Excellence (%) Award was established to honor educators who demonstrate the ability to meet
the needs of their students; work with others in the educational environment; and bridge the gap to reach
parents. It includes a $500 unrestricted cash grant to the recipient. The Foundation chooses winners in August
through May, but nominations will be accepted during the summer. Nomination forms will be kept on file and
considered for one year after they are received in the Foundation office. You may fill out an online application at
www.olatheschools.com _, by going to the community page and then clicking on the Olathe Public Schools
Foundation. Once on their page go to the Educator Excellence Award page and fill out the application. LET'S
GET SOME OF OUR WONDERFUL TEACHERS RECOGNIZED!

Mrs. Paula Devers, Comput er Lab Associate

It is hard to believe that the end of the school year is so near. It has been a great year for me in the
Computer Lab and | have definitely learned a lot. My hope is that your child has also learned a lot
about computers and applications. If you are looking for a ‘rainy day’ activity for your child, feel free
to have them explore http://online.olatheschools.com/curriculum/index.ht m , the District’'s Curriculum Website.
There are many grade appropriate activities here for all ages. It has been a pleasure to teach your child and | look
forward to new and exciting computer applications in the fall. Have a great summer!

Kindergarteners have finished up our lessons on Internet Safety. Every student should have an understanding of
good and bad sites and what to do if they are unsure about a website. Please discuss this with them over the
summer. We will be moving onto Microsoft Word for the last few weeks so that they will have a little knowledge of
this application before the fall.

First graders have enjoyed the Internet Safety games website: http://www.netsmartzkids.org/indexFL.htm
They are welcome to play the games over the summer so that they can remember how to be safe on the Internet.
For the last few weeks, we will be taking a look at Microsoft Word and learning how to change the text by using
colors, fonts and font sizes. | am sure they will really enjoy this.

Grade 2 students have finished Internet Safety too. They, too, enjoyed the Internet Safety games website. We
have moved into learning to type using Bernie’s Typing Travels. This is just an introduction to a typing program,
which we will continue in third grade by using Type to Learn 4 in the fall. If you would like for your student to
continue working on correct hand positions and typing skills over the summer, please try this site:
http://www.powertyping.com . Itis fun and free.

In third grade the students learned different aspects of computer safety, which included Instant Messaging and
creating a good password. We will be taking a closer look at Microsoft Word for the last few weeks. | will also be
introducing them to Word 2007 so they can be familiar with it before next fall.

Fourth graders have focused on e-mail and Internet access. We also took a look at creating a secure password.
We will concentrate on Microsoft Publisher for the last few weeks and take a look at Word 2007.

In fifth grade we discussed security on the computers by looking at emails, instant messaging and cyber-bullying. |
have a great project planned for the fifth grade by using Microsoft Publisher. Expect a little project to come home in
the next few weeks.

6" Grade — All business projects have been sent to the District. These projects will be used by the state to see how
well 6™ graders know the MS Office applications. For our Internet safety unit, we discussed the topics of identity
theft, private information on the Internet, spam and phishing. We will spend the last few weeks looking at MS Word
2007 so that they will have a working knowledge of the application before going to Prairie Trail.

FYI: On May 6, 2009, Mrs. Donna Roper, Coordinator of Instructional Technology and Mrs. Heather Schoonover,
Safe and Drug Free School Facilitator, will be at Meadow Lane to discuss Internet Safety from the District's
perspective. They will be speaking to 4™ & 5" grade students at 8:30 a.m. and to the 6" grade students at 9:00
a.m. Please ask your students what they learned after this session. We are really looking forward to this.
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Mrs. Melissa Mauriello, RN

ALL MEDICATIONS WILL BE SENT HOME WITH STUDENTS ON THE LAST DAY OF
SCHOOL. PLEASE CONTACT THE SCHOOL NURSE AT 780-755 6 IF YOU PREFER TO
MAKE OTHER ARRANGEMENTS. Please remember to get a new order for any medications to
be dispensed at school (even over-the-counter medications — (except Acetaminophen (Tylenol)
or Ibuprofen (Advil) from your doctor over the summer for the new school year. EVEN If WE
HAVE AN ORDER ON FILE FOR A MEDICATION FOR THIS YEA R, WE STILL NEED A NEW
ORDER FOR EACH NEW SCHOOL YEAR.

| will send an authorization for medication, treatm ent or procedure form home with any child that has
medication _at school this year. You can have your p hysician _complete it over the summer for your
convenience. The forms can also be downloaded from the district website www.olatheschools.com , click on
Documents and Forms, then Medical; then Medication Authorization. If you want your child to self-carry an inhaler/
Epi-pen click on Authorizing Self-Administration of Asthma/Allergy Med. Please note for a child to self-carry the
form must be signed by a parent, the prescribing physician, and the school nurse must observe the student's
technique before he/she signs and authorizes that the student demonstrates proper knowledge of how and when to
use the medication. Also remember that your student’s medication will not be available unless they remember to
bring it to school or on field trips. Please visit with me if you are considering this option.

You will be able to sign a consent form at the begi  nning of the new school year if you wish your child to
receive Tylenol or Advil at school for the 2009-201 0 school year.

Sixth Grade Jr. High Health Forms _ — Health forms were distributed to all 6 ™ grade students. Instructions

were given to remind parents to have a physical appointment made as soon as possible.

- Physicals for next year will be accepted anytime af __ter May 1, 2009 but not before this date . These health
forms are an absolute requirement for Jr. High if your child is going to participate in 7 ™ grade track. We
highly encourage all students to have a physical exam before starting Jr. High since they are entering
adolescence and experiencing so many changes in growth, social and nutritional needs. Good health is
important for academic success.

Please take a few moments to review the secondary s  chool medication policy printed on the cover page

of the packet including instructions as to how to d ownload any needed forms. Should you misplace the
physical form given to your student, go to the dist rict website www.olatheschools.com , click on
Documents and Forms, then Medical; then click on KS HAA Physical Exam form.  Also, check to be sure
that your student’s name is entered on the form. According to the Jr. High nurses, this is something that is
frequently overlooked.

Please remind your children to wear a helmet when r  iding their bicycles, scooters etc. to prevent trau matic
brain injury. It only takes one accident to affect his or her entire life. (My daughter didn't ride her bike for a year
because she refused to wear her helmet — oh, well...) Elbow, wrist and knee pads prevent many rollerblading
injuries.

Also please remember to use sunscreen (whether they like it or not) to prevent the development of skin
cancer later in life. Children only concretely focus on the present, and it is your responsibility as parents to
be in control of your child’s preventive health car e.

WHAT'S GOING AROUND: Allergy and asthma symptoms along with viral colds continue to be the most common
complaints seen in the health room along with a few cases of pink-eye and strep throat during the month of April.

Have a healthy and happy summer!
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