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Allusion Workshop

Allusion — A direct or indirect reference to something whiglpresumably commonly known, such as an
event, book, myth, place or work of art. Allusiara be historical (like referring to Hitler), ligay (like
referring to Kurtz irHeart of Darknesg religious (like referring to Noah and the flopdy mythical (like
referring to Atlas). There are, of course, manyenuossibilities, and a work may simultaneously use
multiple layers of allusion.

Writers often draw allusions that are biblical,ssligal, and literary. Biblical allusions refer toacacters
and stories from the Bible. Classical allusionsniyaiefer to characters and stories from Greek and
Roman mythology. Other allusions come from variaasks of literature.

Suggested sources: You may want to use a translefitheBible, Edith Hamilton's MythologyJoseph
Campbell’'sPower of Myththe library and also the Internet. When refeneg¢heBible, please include
book, chapter, and verse(s). Example: Genesis8:1-1

Provide for each biblical/mythological allusion(see example on next page):
(Use an easy to read 12-point type
- Name of story
Source
Paraphrased summary of story (about 50- 75 words)
Modern interpretation (If someone used this allusia today, what would he mean by it?)

Biblical Classical Mythology
1. Tower of Babu 1. Castor and Pollu
2. Job 2. Pandora
3. Ruth 3. Prometheus
4. Ecclesiastes 4., Adonis
5. Joseph and the Coat of Many Colors 5. Echo and Narcissus
6. Moses and the bulrushes 6. Perseus
7. David and Bathsheba 7. Jason and Medea
8. Abraham and Isaac 8. Icarus and Daedalus
9. David and Goliath 9. Helen of Troy
10. King Solomon and his tests 10. Midas
11. Romulus and Remus
12. Antigone
13. Harpies

14. Cassandra
15. Athena and Arachne

Classical Mythology Example(Use this same format for the Biblical allusions)
Name Zeus
Source Greek: Joel Skidmore. Mythweb. http://www.mythwaedm

Paraphrased summary Zeus resided on Mount Olympus and was considerée the god of gods. His parents were
Cronus and Rhea. Cronus was told a son would tizkgolwer, so he swallowed his children to avoidelient. Rhea was
displeased and decided to give birth to Zeus iave cShe hid Zeus from his father and tricked hymvbapping rocks in

cloth, which Cronus swallowed thinking the packages the infant.

When Zeus was older, he did take power from hissgiadnd forced Cronus to regurgitate his siblingseition, Hades,

Hestia, Demeter, and Hera. Each child had confrtieworld and Zeus was the “supreme authority.”

As a god, Zeus was known to be very severe intnigshment and very kind in his rewards. He hadywdildren, some

with other gods and some with mortals.

Modern Interpretation: If someone referred to a character as being gintlZeus, he would be implying thidte character

was powerful, authoritative, or promiscuous.



