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Principally Speaking . . . 
I can’t believe it’s already that time of year when we’re 
planning Spring conferences.  Where has the year 
gone?  We are looking forward to discussing your 
child’s progress during conferences.  The staff at Roll-
ing Ridge recognizes the importance of keeping the 
lines of communication open between home and 
school.  Please see conferences times below and we 
look forward to visiting with all of you. 

Parent Teacher Conferences 
Wednesday, February 10 (4:30-8:30 p.m.) 

Thursday, February 11 (11-8 p.m.) 
(6th grade staff , the counselor and the P.E., Music, Art, 
and Media specialists will be taking their dinner break 

from 4-4:45 p.m. on Thursday.) 

Friday, February 12—No School 
Our Goal is to meet with 100% of our RR  

parents during these days to discuss student  
progress! 

 

Pre-K & Kindergarten students 
will NOT have class on  

Wednesday, February 10th. 
 

Grades 3—6  
Kansas Reading Assess-
ments—coming soon! 
Administered between March 

1 and March 12.   
Kansas Math Assessment  
Administered between March 30 and 
April 8 
Kansas Science Assessment-(4th gr. 

only) Administered April 20 & 21st. 
 

How Can Parents Help with testing? 
Make sure your child is getting to bed at a rea-
sonable time and arriving at school on time. 
Prepare breakfast high in protein rather than 
carbs. 

Do not make doctor appts. on these days. 
Be encouraging and help build your child’s 
confidence.  They can do it! 
Send a water bottle to school. 

 

SCHOOL FUNDING HITS CRITICAL LEVEL 
The Board of Education will hold a series of “Town Hall” 
meetings in the coming weeks to share information about 
how the nearly $14 million loss in state funding is impacting 
the district. 
The most recent funding cut of $6 million was announced in 
November, but area legislators have warned that additional 
cuts—as much as $9.3 million—may be coming.  
“This is a perfect storm,” Superintendent Pat All said. “Our 
state funding has dropped to below 2005 levels, our enroll-
ment continues to increase, and student needs are increas-
ing. This has happened at the same time that we lost $5.4 
million in revenue from the Johnson County Education Sales 
Tax, which expired a year ago. That brings the total loss to 
$19.2 million so far. 
“We are proud of the recognition we’ve received as a cost-
effective district, but our efficiency leaves us with few areas 
to cut without affecting programs and services.” 
Last year, the district offered an early retirement incentive 
to reduce staff voluntarily, in response to funding cuts. The 
result? Fewer teachers, counselors, school aides, paraedu-
cators, clerical support staff, and curriculum leaders; and 
less support for operations, maintenance, training and   

professional development, and business functions. The drop 
in funds has also resulted in longer replacement cycles for 
technology and major building repairs. 
“To put this in perspective,” All said, “Only once before in 
the history of the district have funds been cut. In 2002, the 
state reduced funding to our district by about $1 million. 
The current funding loss is nearly 14 times that amount, 
with another $9.3 million cut possibly coming this spring.”  
Meetings will be held at each of the four high schools, with 
one additional meeting at a non-school district location (see 
meeting schedule below). Please take time to become in-
formed on this important issue. For more information, go to 
the district Web site (olatheschools.com) and click on the 
“School Funding Updates” button. 

Remaining Meeting DatesτAll meetings begin at 
7 p.m. 
February 8 Olathe Northwest High School Auditorium 
February 25 MidAmerica Nazarene University, Hager 
  Lecture Hall, Cook Center 
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Valentineès Day  
Activities 

PreK & Kindergarten 
Tuesday, February 9th 

Grades 1-6 
Wednesday, February 10 at 2:30 p.m. 

 
 

PTO News...  
Year Book Pictures Needed 
Parents are welcomed to submit pictures for the 
yearbook again this year.  The picture must be 
taken on school grounds. Please submit your digi-
tal photograph via email to chrisann-
falk@comcast.net. Submissions can also be made 
via CD’s or flash drives (these will be returned to 
you after the photograph has been uploaded to 
Lifetouch). The deadline for submissions is  
February 24, 2010. 

 
Papa Murphy½s Pizza Night 
Update  
Thank you to everyone who has par-
ticipated in the Papa Murphy's Pizza 

Nights!  Our school has earned almost $250!  The class 
that has the most sales so far is Mrs. Rinne's class with 
6 followed by Mrs. Martin's class and Ms. Laytham's 
class both with 4.  All the other classes follow right 
behind so it is still a very close race.  The next pizza 
night will be February 9th.  Don't forget- the class with 
the most sales will win a pizza party from Papa Mur-
phy's!  The last pizza night will be in April. 

 

Spelling Bee Participants  
1st Place Winner: Alonzo Williams  

Runner Up: Robyn Luckner  
Alonzo will be participating in the District 

Spelling Bee February 11th at Frontier Trail 

JHS.  

Other participants:  

Kristin Sumter, Alice Guerra, Maiya Loar, Ally-

son Tinker, Jack Staes, Jake McClure, Lily 

Nicholas, Raven Diduangleuth, Eduardo 

Marquez, Adak Maker, Sara Gonzalez, Logan 

Serpan, Micah Lee.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DATES  TO  REMEMBER !  

2/1 Key to Success 3:40-4:15pm 

2/2 Key to Success 3:40-4:15pm 

 Learning Academy 3:45-4:45pm 

 3rd & 4th Gr. Curriculum Night 6:30pm 

2/4 Key to Success 3:40-4:15pm 

 Learning Academy 3:45-4:45pm 

 CSI: Olathe 3:45-4:45pm 

 Smencil Sale  

2/5 No School—Professional Day 

2/8 School Counselor Week! 

2/9 
Special Chorus to Children’s Festival 
at Olathe North 

 PreK & KDG Valentine’s Day Activities 

 
5th & 6th Gr. to OT Basketball 
game—3:10pm 

 Papa Murphy’s Pizza Night! 

2/10 No School for PreK & Kindergarten 

 Valentine’s Day Activities 2:30pm 

 
Parent/Teacher Conferences from 
4:30-8:30pm 

2/11 
No Classes—Parent Teacher Confer-
ences 11:00-8:00pm 

 Smencil Sale  

2/12 No School 

2/15 No School—President’s Day 

2/16 Key to Success 3:40-4:15pm 

 Learning Academy 3:45-4:45pm 

2/17 2nd Gr. field trip Theatre Young Am. 

2/18 Key to Success 3:40-4:15pm 

 Learning Academy 3:45-4:45pm 

2/19 Key to Success 3:40-4:15pm 

 Smencil Sale 

2/22 Key to Success 3:40-4:15pm 

2/23 Key to Success 3:40-4:15pm 

 Learning Academy 3:45-4:45pm 

2/25 Key to Success 3:40-4:15pm 

 Learning Academy 3:45-4:45pm 

 CSI: Olathe 3:45-4:45pm 

2/26 Key to Success 3:40-4:15pm 

 Smencil Sale 

mailto:chrisannfalk@comcast.net
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Geography Bee  

Participants  
1st Place Winner:  Daniela 

Navarro  

Runner Up:  Shana Dolan  
Daniela will be taking a test to try and qualify 

for the state Geography Bee.  

Other participants:  

Madison Snider, Jeffrey Marlar, Jack Flack, 

Devon Taylor, Brandon Owens, Shawn Redus 
 

Old Settler’s Parade 
Two Rolling Ridge students were chosen to 
ride with Mayor Mike Copeland in next year’s 
Old Settler’s Parade.  These students are 
Jennifer Martinez and Corbin Staso.   
Way to go!! 

 

Love and Logic Tip ...  
Treating our children with respect teaches 
them to treat each other with respect. 
Children learn by what they see and by what 
they experience. 
Being fair and thoughtful in our relationships 
with our children builds a sense of self-worth 
and helps them value the worth in others. 

 

Star Students  

January 19 
Marcus Heranandez Oliver Villanueva Escareno 
Jace Smith   Fernanda Martinez 
Justin Sumter   Jennifer Martinez 
Genesis Gamez  Skyler Mercer 
Adam Kelly   Alicia Acosta 
Jessica Delgadillo  Matthew Frank 
Ryan Butenhoff  Eric Rodriguez 
Blair Lindsey   Victoria Garrett 
Dale Flaxbeard  Nicole Tirado 
Kassandra Sanchez  Judy Tarin 
Eduardo Marquez 

January 25 
Gabriela Martinez Yalaina Bounmiswang 
Aleidys Olivia Olmos  Chad Bryant 
Addelyn Knopp  Isaac Peterson 
Corbin Staso   Sameer Siddique 
Kaylee Coker   Alicia Acosta 
Dustin Hughes  Elijah Williams 
Brittany Marcos-Delgadillo Miriam Valenzuela 

Erick Servin-Nunez  Missy Hinton 
Reilly Falk  Adrian Salamanca Sandoval 

Jesus Mascote  Micah Lee 
Delany Pressler 

 

Community Service Hours  
December 

 David Martinez  2B 25 

 Nicholas Ortiz  6P 29 

 Aubrie Evans  6P 20 

 Stephanie Milberger 6P 74.5 

 Jake Taylor  6P 31 

 Manuel Martinez 4M 78 

 Bo Stamper  6T 10 

 Bailey Rodgers  6P 29 

 Ryan Butenhoff  3F 23 

 Debbie Porter  6R 16 

 

January 

 Alexandra Payne  2S 40.5 

 Nicole Tirado  5S 17 

 Alexas Torres  5S 51 

 Jessie Payne  6P 89 

 Ryan Butenhoff  3C 31 

 Sara Gonzalez  6P 36 

 Alonzo Williams  6R 38.5 

 Andrea Guel  3A 50 

 Ulises Rodriguez 6P 34.5 

 Jessica Parks  5C 34 

 Manuel Martinez 4M 90 

 Olivia Johnson  4A 31.5 

 David Martinez  2B 40 

 Dana Baker  4M 10 

 Kassandra Sanchez 6P 40 

 Bailey Wainstock 6R 10 

 
Nurse Notes 
Consent forms for Reach Out Dental were sent home 
on Monday Jan. 25th.  The dental team will be at Roll-
ing Ridge on Monday Feb 1st, and again on Thursday 
Feb 18th.  Reach Out Dental provides Dental services 
thru the local Dentist office of Nevin Waters 
DDS.  Appointments/Exams are provided in school by 
the dental team and will include services such 
as:  exam, x-rays, cleanings, fluoride, sealants, fillings 
or crowns as needed.  Reach Out will directly bill your 
dental insurance and DOES accept Medicaid/
Healthwave.  To be seen, you must complete and sign 
the permission form sent home, and return it to 
school.  The consent can also be found on Mrs. Kirby's 
website, within the RR website.  Only students with a 
complete and signed consent form will be seen by the 
dental team.  If you have any questions, please con-
tact Mrs. Kirby, the school nurse.  
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Spanish learning abounds!  

Kindergarten- we are learning all the days of 

the week and learning more colors. 

1
st  

grade – We are singing songs about animals 
      and animal sounds. 

2
nd

 grade – We are discussing seasons and 

weather, reviewing counting by 10’s 
and learning names for school person-
nel.  

3
rd

 grade – We are learning names of furniture 
and appliances. 

4
th

 grade ï We are learning days of the week, 
counting by 10’s, and singing a song 
called ―Where are you going?ò. 

5
th

 grade ï We learning to say our address, ad-
jectives and reading a story in Spanish. 

6
th

 grade – In our Unit Mi familia y yo, (My family and 

I) we are discussing names of family rela-
tionships and our family trees. 

 

Parents as Teachers Playgroups 
Please remember to take advantage of Havencroft 
Playgroup with winter.  This is a playgroup offered 
through Parents as Teachers at Havencroft ele-
mentary, 1700 East Sheridan, 11:00-12:15 on the 
following days: January 21, 28 February 4, 17, 24 
March 3, 10, 25 April 1, 8, 15, 23, and 30.  Note 
the days of the week rotate according to the gym 
availability so mark the dates on your calendar. 
This playgroup is held in a large carpeted gym for 
running, slides, tunnels, ball play, and riding toys.  
In addition, a typical play area is  set up.  Come 
visit the Havencroft Playgroup for some active 
play while you can’t be outside.  If you have any 
questions, please call 780-8016. 

 
Major Saver Card Campaign 
Hello Rolling Ridge Families! 
On January 28, 2010, Rolling Ridge Elementary kicks-
off the Major Saver Discount Card Campaign. The sale 
of these $10 discount cards, which offer 15 buy-one-
get-one-free offers at Olathe area restaurants, bene-
fits your family in many ways.  The card features: 
Texas Roadhouse, Pizza Shoppe, McDonald’s, Jason’s 
Deli, Culver’s, The Salty Iguana, Smoothie King, 54th 
Street, Pei Wei, On the Border, Longhorn, Sheridan’s, 
Sonic, Johnny Brusco’s, & Celebrity’s.  

First, you save money. You dine out for half the 
price! 

Second, the proceeds benefit Rolling Ridge Ele-

mentary School. Half of the proceeds stay in our 
school to provide great opportunities for our students 
including field trips or equipment purchases. 

Third, it gives your student the opportunity to 
give back to the community in a philanthropic 
way. The remaining 50% of the cards’ proceeds sup-
port the Olathe Public Schools Foundation’s classroom 
grants, summer school scholarships, and Educator Ex-
cellence Awards in your own school. 
Check your child’s backpack on January 28th for the 
Major Saver Discount Card Packet!  If you have any 
further questions please call the Foundation office at 
913-780-8249 or go to the OPSF website at 
www.olathepublicschoolsfoundation.org. 

 
Site Council Update... 
The RR Site council met on January 12.  Mrs. Amy 
Martin, ODS Board member and Mrs. Barb Jewel from 
the Olathe Schools Foundation were guest speakers. 
Both of our speakers shared information about school 
financial issues.  Mrs. Martin discussed the economic 
crises our district is facing and asked that all parents 
become aware of the issues.  She named several ways 
our community can become aware and participate in 
the dialogue about school budget issues, such as at-
tendance at district town meetings (See dates and 
times in this issue of the Rocket Reader.).  Mrs. Martin 
also indicated that updates can be found on the district 
website, www.olatheschools.com.  The members of our 
Site Council is asking that all of our RR parents be-
come informed as it directly impacts each and every 
child. 
The next meeting is a district Site council meeting at 
Northwest High School at 7:00 p.m.  The public is in-
vited to attend. 

 
Interpreter Needs?

 
Notice of Non-discrimination: 
The Olathe District Schools prohibit discrimination on the basis of 
race, color, national origin, sex, age, or disability in admissions, ac-
cess, treatment or employment, in its programs and activities as re-
quired by: Title IX of the Education Amendments of 1972, Title VI and 
Title VII of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, the Age Discrimination Act of 
1975, the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA), the Individuals with 
Disabilities Education Act and Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 
1973. Inquiries regarding compliance with applicable civil rights stat-
utes related to ethnicity, gender, the ADA or age discrimination may 
be directed to Staff Counsel, 14160 Black Bob Road, Olathe, Kansas 
66063 - 2000, phone 913-780-7000.  

Need an interpreter for a school event?  Let us 
help you.  Interpreters are provided for special 
events when we know about your need at least 
one week prior to the scheduled event. 
 

http://www.olathepublicschoolsfoundation.org

